
P i t i  P ro tection  Uw, by S i m  Chalton and Shelagh G eakill

Data p ro tec tion  law ia  a usefu l reference  book w ritten  by p rac tis in g  
s o l ic i to r s  fo r any le g a l professional who wants to  achieve a good 
understanding o f  the  United Kingdom Data P rotection Act. I t  packs in to  530 
pages a d e ta ile d  analysis  o f the beckground and each provision o f the UK Act. 
I t  a lso  reproduces in  f u l l  the  te x ts  o f the  UK, Is le  o f Man and Jersey data 
p ro tec tio n  laws. I t s  leng th , leyou t, d e ta ile d  approach and s ty le  make i t  
su ita b le  for lawyers and data p ro tec tion  oanagera in  la rg e r o rganisations who 
need to  have a thorough understanding of th e  law. The formal layout and 
ra th e r  long sentences could make i t  heavy going fo r those data p ro tection  
managers seeking to  understand ju s t  enough o f the law to  submit th e ir  
o rg an isa tio n 's  re g is tra tio n  form to  th e  R e g is tra r 's  o ff ic e . However, even 
such a user would find th is  book usefu l as soon as h is  organisation  receives 
a d i f f ic u l t  request fo r eccess to  records, or ia  served with an enforcement 
no tice  by the R egistrar and wishes to  appeal to  the data p ro tec tion  
tr ib u n a l.

These pages are  a repackaging o f the h eart o f  the Encyclopedia of 
Data Protection -  a lo o se -lea f volume a lso  published by Sweet and Maxwell. 
This book represen ts by fa r  the beet value for money. The re s t  of the 
encyclopedia co n sis ts  mainly of m aterial such as the R e g is tra r 's  gu idelines, 
which can be obtained free  o f charge from the R e g is tra r 's  O ffice.
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Managing Data Protection  by Dr C.N.M. Founder, M. Kosten, S. Papadopouloa,
and A. Rickard

Managing Data P rotection i s  extremely valuable for any manager who 
needs to  both understand the UKlaw and implement i t  in  h is  o rgan isation . The 
book ia  r ich  in  re a l l i f e  examples taken from the media to  i l l u s t r a te  the 
data p ro tec tion  p rin c ip le s  such as accuracy and relevance and explains how 
they should be teck led . The book goes much fu rth er and provides a whole 
chapter on s ta f f  tra in in g  with sn o u tline  of a seminar and a model employee 
l e a f le t .  One chapter a lso  has ou tlines fo r tra in in g  sp e c ific  groups lik e  
board members, systems designers and departmental l ia iso n  o f f ic e rs . One th ird  
o f the book i s  devoted to  data secu rity  with separate  chapters on management 
s tra te g y ; the conditions necessary fo r physical se cu rity ; software u t i l i t i e s ,  
passwords, and access r ig h ts ;  microcomputers; and network se cu rity . The 
appendices contain model forms for an o rg an isa tio n 's  procedural review of i t s  
data processing a c t iv i t ie s  to  provide the information on which a corporate 
data  p ro tec tion  s tra tegy  may be based.

The wealth o f experience th a t th e  authors have poured in to  the book 
ie  c le a r ly  presented and accessib le  to  any n o n -sp ec ia lis t but with enough 
d e ta i l  fo r most s i tu a tio n s . The book's emphasis on how to  manage the common 
privacy p rin c ip le s  would make i t  a good buy for data p ro tec tion  managers in  
any country.
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