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European Data Protection Laws

Country Legislation Date
enacted

Date 
in force

COE Ratified 
[see note]

Registration
/notification

Manual
Records

Legal Dataexport 
Persons licence required

Austria Data Protection Act 18 Oct 78 01 Jan 82 AN data Yes Yes Somedata

Denmark Private Registers Act 08 Jun 78 01 Jan 79 Yes Some data Yes Yes Somedata

Rnland Data Protection Act 04 Feb 87 01 Jan 88 No Some data Yes No Somedata

France C oprocessing. Data
Fles & Individual 
Liberties Act

06 Jan 78 01 JanSO Yes Ail data Yes Yes No

Germany Data Protection Act 27 Jan 77 01 Jan 79 Yes Some data Yes No No

Guernsey Data Protection Act 30 Jul86 11 Nov 87 Yes ANdata NO No No

Iceland Systematic Recording 
or Personal Data Act

05 Jun 81 01 Jan 82 No All data Yes Yes ANdata

notanQ Data Protection Act 13 Jul88 19 Apr 89 No Some data No No No

Isle o f Man Data Protection Act 16JJ86 17 Oct 90 Y e s t ANdata No No No

Israel Protection of Privacy Act 23 Feb 81 11 Sep 81 No ANdata No No No

Jersey Data Protection Act 30 Apr 87 11 Nov 87 Yes ANdata No No No

Luxembourg

Processing Act
31 Mar 79 01 Oct 79 Yes An data No Yes No

--------a _ ----- * -Nemenanas Data Protection Act 28 Dec 88 01JU89 No Somedata Yes No No

Norway Personal Data 
Registers Act

09 Jun 78 01 Jan 80 Yes Ail data Yes Yes Somedata

Sweden Data Act 13 May 73 01JUI74 Yes ANdata No No Somedata

UK Data Protection Act 12JG84 11 Nov 87 Yds ANdata Nd No No

NOTES
h This table is Intended to provide a summary of certain aspects of each law. It Is not intended to be comprehensive or to render legal or other professional advice. 
h Several of the laws have been amended since they were enacted. The table is based on information available at 1 st April 1990 and is believed correct as at that date. 
b AN European data protection tarns, subject to various exemptions, cover automated data in both public and private sectors relating to physical persons, give data 

subjects a right of access to records on themseives. together with a right of correction or a right to flie a note of disagreement. AM ph/<> p*™***** tn «  n»*a Pmrortinn—  
Authority to impose orders restricting tha nvfw t rrf rinta In nnrtnln cirri imrtunr^, mim 1 nil i MWTflin pmvbtmng tnr impfMdng ponafttoa nn rivwtA who hmuch tha law

b "COE" refers to the Counci of Europe’s Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to the Automatic Processing o f Personal Data (in force October 1985). 
t  Isle of Man ratification of the COE is effective from 17th October 1990

Ttbfcpraparad by CM«tophw CWtord O»no*, Bow H o w , B r ^  S t i^  Uwdon EW M  9BQ, Engtand, phone <JZie000e08.tax0714se018». VVHhthM kttoStw w rtDw w w ,
Privacy Laws & Bu*in«*», 3 Central Am th m , Plrmw, Mtddt^sax, M U 58T, England, phorw 061-866 8641, fax 061-668 2915 for Irflk a tio n  tuppltod. O  Gifford Chano* 1990. Afl rights reserved.



European Data Protection Bills

Country Title Of Bill Date intro, 
to legislature

Est. date 
In force

COE Ratified 
[see note]

Registration
/Notification

Manual
Records

Legal Data export 
Persons licence required

Belgium Bit on the Protection of 
Private Life Regarding 
the Processing of 
Personal Data

p it  agreed by 
Cabinet on 
19 Jan 1990]

N/A No Ail data Yes No N/A

Greece Data Protection B»i Nov 87 N/A No All data Yes No Some data

Hungary Bit on the Handling of 
Personal Data and on 
Access to Public Data

[Bll agreed 
by Cabinet in 
January 1989]

N/A No Some data Yes Yes No

Italy Draft Btl on the 
Administration of 
Automated Databanks

[Currently being 
considered by 
Ministry of Justice]

N/A No Some data N/A Yes Some data

Portugal Data Protection BM 15 Mar 84 N/A No Ail data Yes No No

Spain Bll Regulating the Use 
of Computers for the 
Protection of Personal Data

10 Dec 85 N/A Yes AH data No No Some data

Switzerland Federal Bll on the 
Protection of Personal Data

23 Mar 88 N/A No Some data Yes Yes Somedata

NOTES
b Tito table is intended to provide a summary of certain aspects of each bW. It is not intended to be comprehensive or to render legal or other professional advice. 
b Several of these Mis have been redrafted at various times. This table is based on information available as at 1 st AprR 1990 and is believed correct as at that date. 
b All European data protection bills, subject to various exemptions, cover automated data in both public and private sectors relating to physical persons, give data 

suWects a right of access to records on themselves, together with a right of correction or a right to file a note of disagreement. All give powers to a Data Protection 
Authority to Impose orders restricting the export of data in certain circumstances, and ail contain provisions for imposing penalties on those who breach the law. 

b "COE" refers to the Cound of Europe’s Convention for the Protection o f Individuals with regard to die Automatic Processing of Personal Data On force October 1985). 
b "N/A" means information not avalabfe.

Tabic prepared by Christopher MHlerd, Clifford Chanoa, Bow Bails House, Bread Street, London EC4M 9BQ, England, phone 071-000 0806, fax 071-866 0180. Vrith thanks to Stewart Dresner, 
Privaoy Laws & Business, 3 Central Avenue, Pinner, M ddiesex, HAS 58T, England, phone 081-868 8841, tec 081-868 2915 for information supplied. © CSfford Chanoe 1800. AK rights reserved.


