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This newsletter brings you the European Commission's very latest thinking (see p.14) having 
made several changes to its draft directive as a result of intensive lobbying and the European 
Parliament's amendments (see p. 9). Your accompanying documentation includes the amendments 
inserted into the EC draft directive at their appropriate places in the text (p. 11). We also include 
Switzerland's new law passed in June (see p. 4). To help you create suitable policies for your own 
organization, we offer you the 1995 international data transfer challenge (p.26).

European Community proposals are not just important for the single European market, but also 
as a catalyst for change in national laws and sectoral policies. In the last two years, since 
publication of the draft directive, there has been an unprecedented flow of initiatives. This month, 
The UK's Mailing Preference Service issued its first licenses for the international transfer of its 
consumer file - the start of extra-territorial self-regulation. The Canadian Standards Association 
has drafted a proposal for a model privacy code. Privacy International has been established to act 
as a network for privacy advocates. The Data Protection Forum has been launched in the UK for 
co-operation and information exchange between public and private sector organizations. Hong 
Kong's legislative proposals are expected by the end of 1992. Privacy has even reached inclusion 
in the General Agreement on Trade in Services - the services part of die GATT.

We also aim to keep your attention on the horizon by tracking the emerging privacy issues. On 
October 16th, I invite you to a Privacy Laws & Business Lunch to learn about privacy aspects of 
drug, HIV/AIDS and genetic testing from the leading Canadian specialist (see p. 31). Your next 
newsletter will have a roundup of the status of data protection legislation in over 30 countries, 
national news and book reviews.

Stewart Dresner, Publisher
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