
PRIVACY LAWS BUSINESS
Publisher: Stew art H . D resn er

No. 22 December 1992

The fourth quarter of this year has seen an unprecedented flurry of data protection activity both 
at international and national levels. In mid-October, the EC Commission adopted the revised data 
protection draft directive (PL&B Oct '92 p.2) which was generally welcomed as an improvement. 
We explain the changes and publish a roadmap to help guide you through the 129 page text. Please 
send us your sector's responses to the new EC proposal and we will bring you edited highlights of 
these different perspectives (p.2). Member states with laws offering strong privacy rights, such as 
Luxembourg, have been able to greet the revised version more wholeheartedly than those whose 
laws enshrine weaker data protection principles, such as the UK. The speed of negotiations in the 
Council of Ministers working group is influenced by the interest level of the member state holding 
the presidency. Will the next presidency, Denmark, go beyond the minimalist vision held by the 
UK government which sees no reason to raise EC standards until all member states have attained 
those set even as a minimum by the Council of Europe Convention?

Simultaneously, the Council of Europe's Consultative Committee, after some three years work, 
adopted a model contract to ensure equivalent data protection for transborder data flows. This text 
(p. 17) provides the mechanism for data users to fulfill the EC's objective of permitting the transfer 
of personal data from the Community to countries with a lower level of protection, while binding 
the exporter and importer to contractual provisions guaranteeing the effective exercise of data 
subjects' rights. Although not ideal, contracts offer a better safeguard for privacy rights than 
simple exemptions. This provision is a lifeline for Europe's partners in North America and Asia.

Belgium's House of Representatives approved its data protection bill (PL&B Oct '92 p. 6) on 
November 26th. The King was due to sign its new data protection law in mid-December.

Our six year country and subject index accompanies this issue. Back numbers are still 
available. Your next newsletter will feature reports from the Data Protection Commissioners' 
Conference in Australia.

Stewart Dresner, Publisher
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