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A t  th is  m o n th 's  16 th  In te rn a tio n a l C o n fe re n c e  o n  D a ta  P ro te c t io n , h e ld  in  th e  H a g u e , th o se  

c lo s e s t to  th e  n e g o tia tio n s  o n  th e  E u ro p e a n  U n io n  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  D ra ft  D ir e c t iv e  fo re c a s t th a t th e  

In te rn a l M a rk e t  C o u n c il o f  M in is te r s  w o u ld  re a ch  a  "co m m o n  p o s it io n "  b y  th e  e n d  o f  th is  y e a r.

T h e  te x t w o u ld  s t il l g o  fo r  a  se co n d  re a d in g  b y  th e  E u ro p e a n  P a r lia m e n t, fo llo w e d  b y  a d o p tio n  b y  

th e  In te rn a l M a rk e t  C o u n c il.  A f te r  th a t, th e  D ir e c t iv e  w o u ld  n ee d  to  b e  im p le m e n te d  in  n a t io n a l 

la w . H o w e v e r, it  lo o k s  as i f  w e  a re  n e a re r to  th e  e n d  o f  th e  p ro c e ss  w h ic h  s ta rte d  w ith  th e  

p u b lic a t io n  o f  th e  o r ig in a l d ra ft d ire c t iv e  in  S e p te m b e r 19 90 . T h e  re a so n s  fo r  th is  sta tem en t a re :

1. T h e  E U  h ead s o f  g o v e rn m e n t g a ve  p o lit ic a l su p p o rt a t th e  Ju n e  su m m it in  C o r fu  to  th e

p o lic y  o f  a d o p tio n  o f  a  co m m o n  p o s it io n  b y  th e  end  o f  1 9 9 4 . T h is  p o lic y  fo llo w s  th e  

re co m m e n d a tio n s  o f  th e  h ig h  le v e l g ro u p , c h a ire d  b y  G e rm a n  C o m m is s io n e r , M a r t in  

B a n g e m a n n . Its  Europe and the Global Information Society re p o rt re co m m e n d s  "a  

c o m m o n  an d  a g re e d  re g u la to ry  fra m e w o rk  fo r  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f .......p r iv a c y ."

2 . T h e  G e rm a n  p re s id e n c y  ( J u ly  to  D e ce m b e r th is  y e a r) h a s m ad e  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  d a ta  

p ro te c t io n  d ra ft  d ir e c t iv e  b y  y e a r e n d  a  p r io r ity .

3 . T h e  d e ta ile d  n e g o tia tio n s  in  th e  C o u n c il W o rk in g  G ro u p  h a v e  re s o lv e d  m o s t o f  the  

p ro b le m s  o v e r  th e  la s t tw o  y e a rs .

4 . T h e  in it ia l fe a rs  in  th e  b u s in e ss  c o m m u n ity  th a t th e  D ir e c t iv e  w o u ld  h in d e r  tra d e  b e tw e e n  

M e m b e r S ta te s a n d  c o u n tr ie s  o u ts id e  th e  E U  w ith o u t e q u iv a le n t la w s  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  

re d u ce d . In  a d d it io n , m an a g e rs  in c re a s in g ly  see th a t a  re a so n a b le  c o m m o n  E u ro p e a n  

fra m e w o rk  fo r  d a ta  p ro te c tio n  la w  is  b e tte r th an  an  u n e ve n  n a tio n a l m ix .

T h e  co n se n su s  is , i f  a n y o n e  c a n  a ch ie v e  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  d ir e c t iv e , th e  G e rm a n s  c a n  and  

w ill.

Stewart Dresner, Publisher
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