
Major changes ahead for data 
protection in Germany

Ideally, data protection and data security are 
regarded as values, not as a nuisance but as 
part of the value of the products that a 
company offers to the public. Seen from that 
perspective, data protection managers in 
Germany are confident about their role. But 
below the surface, m ajor changes are ahead for 
Germany’s data protection law. Dr. Ulrich 
Dammaim, Germany’s Deputy Federal Data 
Protection Commissioner, explains.
O u r  m a in  w o rk  in  o u r  o f f ic e  is  to  h e lp  p re p a re  

a n d  e x e cu te  s p e c ia l s e c to ra l le g is la t io n . W e  

a lre a d y  h a v e  s p e c ia l le g is la t io n  in  p e rh a p s  2 0 -2 5  

A c ts  a t title fe d e ra l le v e l a n d  n o t m u ch  le s s  o n  the 

s ta te  le v e l b u t th e re  is  s t il l  a  la rg e  p ro g ra m m e  to  

f u lf i l .  I t is  a  p a rt o f  o u r  c o n s t itu t io n a l la w  th a t a n y  

d a ta  p ro c e s s in g  a c t iv it y ,  su ch  as a  ch an g e  o f  

p u rp o se , h a s to  ta ke  p la c e  o n  a  le g a l b a s is  and  so  

th e  le g is la tu re  h a s to  p ro v id e  fo r  d a ta  p ro te c tio n  

re g u la t io n s  in  a  v e ry  d iffe re n t ia te d  w a y .

W e  h a v e  re c e n t ly  m ad e  a  re v ie w  o f  s e c to ra l 

re g u la to ry  a c t iv it ie s  w h ic h  sh o u ld  b e  im p le m e n te d  

in  th e  n e x t fe w  y e a rs . I t  add s u p  to  a b o u t 4 0  

ite m s . T h e  m o s t im p o rta n t o n e s a re  in  th e  a rea s o f  

c r im in a l ju s t ic e , ta x , c u s to m s , te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  

a n d  la b o u r .

Interna t io n a lis a t io n  o f  d a ta  p ro te c t io n

A n o th e r  v e ry  im p o rta n t a sp e c t o f  o u r w o rk  th ese  

d a y s  is  th e  in te rn a t io n a lis a t io n  o f  d a ta  p ro c e s s in g  

a n d  d a ta  p ro te c tio n . F o r  a  lo n g  t im e , th is  w a s the 

ta s k  o f  o n e  o r  tw o  s p e c ia lis e d  s ta f f  in  o u r  o f f ic e . 
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ly  e v e ry  su b je c t h a s im p o rta n t 

n a l a sp e c ts , fo r  in s ta n c e , s e c u r ity , 

io n , te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s , and  ta xe s .

in te rn a t io n a l in fo rm a tio n  sy s te m s , su ch  

as S ch e n g e n  o r  E u ro p o l, a re  e s ta b lis h e d , it  is  o u r 

a im  o n  an  in te rn a t io n a l le v e l to  m ake  su re  th a t f u ll 

a n d  e f f ic i e n t d a ta  p ro te c tio n  is  g u a ra n te e d  in  a ll 

s ta te s  w h ic h  p a r t ic ip a te . T h is  is  a  c o n d it io n  fo r

a  tra n s fe r  b e tw e e n  th e  c o u n tr ie s . A  

w h ic h  h a s o c c u rre d  re p e a te d ly  co m e s  

fa c t  th a t n o t a ll p a r t ie s  a re  p re p a re d  to

in c lu d e  f u ll p ro te c t io n  fo r  m a n u a l d a ta . In

, w e  re g a rd  b o th  a u to m a te d  and  m a n u a l 

o f  an  in fo rm a tio n  sy s te m  as a w h o le ,

b o th  re q u ir in g  the  sam e h ig h  q u a lity  c o n tro l a n d  

p ro te c tio n .

A n o th e r  ca u se  fo r  c o n c e rn  is  the  la c k  o f  a  d a ta  

p ro te c tio n  p o lic y  w ith in  th e  in s t itu t io n s  o f  th e  

E u ro p e a n  U n io n  ( E U ) . W e  a re  v e ry  h a p p y  a b o u t 

the  a d o p tio n  o f  the  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  D ir e c t iv e , b u t 

n o w  it  is  t im e  fo r  the  E U  to  h a ve  a  re g u la t io n  fo r  

it s e lf .  O th e rw is e , the  w h o le  sy s te m  w o u ld  n o t be  

c o n s is te n t a n d  th e  M e m b e r S ta te s  w o u ld  n o t 

e x ch a n g e  d a ta  w ith  th e  E u ro p e a n  in s t itu t io n s .

N e e d  fo r  a  m a jo r  c h a n g e  o f  a p p r o a c h

W e  a re  b e co m in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  a w a re  th a t the  

a p p ro a ch  th a t w e  h a v e  ta k e n  in  the  p a s t 2 0  y e a rs  

w il l  n o t be  s u ff ic ie n t  in  th e  fu tu re . S o m e  ch a n g e s 

in  the  c o n te x t o f  the  E U  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  D ir e c t iv e  

a re  u n d e r w a y . B u t w e  m u s t a d m it th a t the  

in fo rm a tio n  h ig h w a y s  a n d  the  in fo rm a t io n  s o c ie ty  

re q u ire  a  m o re  fu n d a m e n ta l r e v is io n  o f  o u r 

a p p ro a ch .

G e n e ra lly , G e rm a n s  lo o k  m o re  s c e p t ic a lly  

to w a rd s  the  in fo rm a tio n  age  th an  o th e r E u ro p e a n  

c o u n tr ie s . T h is  go e s a lo n g  w ith  a  h ig h  a w a re n e ss  

o f  s e c u r ity  a n d  p ro te c tio n . In  a  d ig ita lis e d  w o r ld , 

d a ta  p ro te c tio n  a u th o r it ie s  n o  lo n g e r  h a v e  f u ll 

c o n tro l o f  w h a t is  g o in g  on : th e  f ile s  w h ic h  a re  

c re a te d , the  k in d  o f  d a ta  w h ic h  is  p ro c e s s e d  a n d  

u sed , a n d  fo r  w h ic h  p u rp o se s . P e rh a p s  th is  h a s 

a lw a y s  b e e n  an  illu s io n .

D a ta  P ro te c t io n  C o m m is s io n e rs  w il l  h a v e  to  

c o n ce n tra te  o n  s e n s it iv e  a re a s , o n  b ro a d  e ffe c ts , 

o n  in fra s tru c tu re  ch a n g e s . T h e y  w il l  h a v e  a 

s tro n g e r ro le  as m e d ia to rs  b e tw e e n  in fo rm a t io n  

te c h n o lo g y  and  in d iv id u a ls , a n d  b e tw e e n  

o rg a n is a t io n s  and  in d iv id u a ls . T h e y  h a v e  to  

in fo rm  the  p u b lic  and  h e lp  the  in d iv id u a l to  be  in  

a  p o s it io n  to  a c t o n  h is  o w n  in  a  ch a n g e d  

e n v iro n m e n t. T h a t w il l  b e  an  e v e n  m o re  d if f ic u lt  

jo b  b u t one  w h ic h  is  w o rth  d o in g .

In fo rm ed  c o n s e n t  a n d  e n fo r c e d  s u b je c t  

a c c e s s

A n o th e r  fu n d a m e n ta l q u e s tio n  is  the  e x te n t to  

w h ic h  w e  ca n  fu r th e r  r e ly  o n  the  p r in c ip le  o f  

in fo rm e d  co n se n t. D o e s  in fo rm e d  co n se n t a lw a y s  

o p e ra te  as a  m e ch a n ism  fo r  in d iv id u a l 

s e lf-d e te rm in a t io n ?  T h e  fe d e ra l d a ta  p ro te c t io n  

a u th o r ity  and  o th e rs  h a ve  e x p re ss e d  d o u b t in  a 

c o u p le  o f  ca se s .

F o r  in s ta n c e , e m p lo y e rs  h a ve  a sk e d  jo b  

a p p lic a n ts , a n d  la n d lo rd s  h a v e  a sk e d  th e ir
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p ro s p e c tiv e  te n an ts  to  p re se n t a  c o p y  o f  th e  da ta  

h e ld  o n  th e m  b y  th e  p o lic e  o r  b y  c re d it  re fe re n c e  

in s t itu t io n s . T h e  e m p lo y e rs  o r  la n d lo rd s  c o u ld  n o t 

g a in  a c ce ss  to  th e  d a ta  d ir e c t ly  a s a  co n se q u e n ce  

o f  d a ta  p ro te c t io n  re g u la t io n . S o  th e y  u se d  the 

in d iv id u a ls  th e m se lv e s  as a  k e y . I t is  n o t p o s s ib le , 

fro m  a  le g a l p o in t  o f  v ie w , to  sa y  th a t in  th a t ca se  

th e  in d iv id u a l’ s d e c is io n  w a s n o t fre e  a n d  w a s 

th e re fo re  n o t v a lid .  A n d  y o u  w o u ld  n o t h e lp  the 

p e o p le  w h o  a re  lo o k in g  fo r  a  jo b  o r  a n  a p a rtm en t.

T h e  o n ly  w a y  to  h e lp  is  to  t e ll e m p lo y e rs  and  

la n d lo rd s  th a t th is  is  n o t f a ir  d a ta  c o lle c t io n . 

U n fo r tu n a te ly , in  th e  ca se  o f  la n d lo rd s , o u r 

L a n d e r  a u th o r it ie s  c o u ld  n o t a ll a g re e  w ith  th a t 

p o s it io n .

In fo rm e d  c o n se n t in  an  e le c tro n ic  e n v iro n m e n t 

p o se s  p ro b le m s . D o e s  th e  in d iv id u a l r e a lly  k n o w  

w h a t h e  is  d o in g ?  W a s  th e  in fo rm a tio n  s u ff ic ie n t?  

Is  it  p o s s ib le  to  a sse ss th e  co n se q u e n ce s  in  a  

h ig h ly  c o m p le x  a n d  fa s t c h a n g in g  e le c tro n ic  w o r ld  

w ith  so  m a n y  in te rre la te d  a c to rs  a n d  fu n c t io n s ?

B u t w e  a ls o  h a v e  to  a s k  to  w h a t e x te n t 

te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  s e rv ic e s  p ro v id e r s  s h o u ld  h a ve  

a n y  r ig h t  to  c o lle c t  a n d  p ro c e s s  m o re  p e rs o n a l 

d a ta  th a n  is  n e c e s sa ry  fo r  th e ir  fu n c t io n s ?  S h o u ld  

th e y  d o  th a t b y  re g u la r ly  a s k in g  th e ir  c lie n ts  fo r  

c o n se n t?  D o e s  g iv in g  su ch  a 

c o n se n t n o t m e an  co n su m e rs  

s e llin g  th e ir  in a lie n a b le  

r ig h ts ?  O n e  h a s to  ta ke  in to  

a c co u n t:

•  th e  im m e n se  a m o u n t o f  

d a ta , w h ic h  w il l  so o n  

c o v e r  a  la rg e  p a rt o f  an  

in d iv id u a l’ s p ro fe s s io n a l 

a n d  p r iv a te  l if e

•  th e  g ro w in g  s e n s it iv it y  o f  

th e  d a ta , w h ic h  is  n o

lo n g e r  lim ite d  to  c o m m e rc ia l a n d  o th e r 

tra n s a c tio n s  as su ch , b u t re c o rd  e v e ry  step  

th ro u g h  th e  e le c tro n ic  w o r ld  th u s  re v e a lin g  

in d iv id u a l b e h a v io u r , c a p a c it ie s , p re fe re n ce s , 

a n d  d e s ire s  in  m a x im u m  d e ta il a n d  in  te rm s o f  

t im e , sp a ce  a n d  m o n e y

•  th e  fa c t  th a t a ll th is  d a ta  c a n  be  s to re d , 

in te rre la te d , d is t r ib u te d  b y  m a n y  in s t itu t io n s  

a n d  k e p t fo r  a  lo n g  t im e .

In  G e rm a n y , s in c e  1 9 8 3 , th e re  h a s b e en  

le g is la t io n  o n  T e le k o m ’ s B tx  (o n - lin e )  s e rv ic e s  

w h ic h  a llo w s  s e rv ic e  p ro v id e r s  to  p ro c e s s  a ll

“They had educated their 
personnel on how to get 

information... by, for 
example, impersonating a 
policeman when making a 

telephone enquiry.”

n e ce s sa ry  d a ta  in  an  a p p ro p ria te  w a y , b u t a t th e  

sam e tim e  p ro h ib its  g o in g  b e y o n d  th e se  lim it s  b y  

o ffe r in g  c o n tra c ts  o r  s e rv ic e s  o n  c o n d it io n  th a t d ie  

cu s to m e rs  g iv e  th e ir  c o n se n t. T h is  is  th e  r ig h t  

a p p ro a ch  a n d  it  s h o u ld  b e  b ro a d e n e d  to  o th e r 

s e rv ic e  p ro v id e rs .

In fo rm a tio n  in fra s tru c tu re  to  re q u ire  

a n o n y m o u s  u s e

M o re  th an  in  th e  p a s t, o u r  s tra te g ie s  w il l  h a v e  to  

fo c u s  o n  q u e s tio n s  o f  in fo rm a t io n  in fra s tru c tu re . 

F o r  e x a m p le , th e re  s h o u ld  be  th e  ir in c ip le  th a t 

e le c tro n ic  s e rv ic e s  m a y  b e  o ffe re d  to  th e  p u b lic  

o n ly  i f  th e  s e rv ic e  in c lu d e s  w a y s  o f  a n o n y m o u s  

u se  a n d  a n o n y m o u s  p a y m e n t. T h is  p r in c ip le  c o u ld  

b e  the  c o re  o f  th e  n e w  da ta  p ro te c t io n  e ra . 

O b v io u s ly , it  w il l  b e  d if f ic u lt  to  tra n s la te  th a t 

p r in c ip le  in to  le g is la t io n , g iv e n  th e  c o m p le x ity  o f  

th e  m a rk e t a n d  its  in te rn a t io n a l c h a ra c te r.

C u rre n t  is s u e s

The Berlin data scandal
A  re c e n t in c id e n t h a s b e en  c a lle d  th e  B e r lin  d a ta  

s c a n d a l. A  c re d it  s e rv ic e  in fo rm a tio n  co m p a n y  in  

B e r lin  w a s fo u n d  to  o p e ra te  i lle g a lly  to  a  g re a t 

e x te n t. T h e y  h a d  e d u ca te d  th e ir  p e rs o n n e l o n  h o w  

to  g e t in fo rm a tio n  fro m  a ll k in d s  o f  p u b lic  an d

____________________  p r iv a te  in s t itu t io n s  b y , fo r

e x a m p le , im p e rs o n a tin g  a  

p o lic e m a n  w h e n  m a k in g  a 

te le p h o n e  e n q u iry . T h e y  seem  

to  h a v e  do n e  th a t q u ite  

s u c c e s s fu lly . In  th e  

m e a n tim e , it  cam e  o u t th a t 

s im ila r  p ra c tic e s  h a d  b e en  

u se d  b y  c o m p a n ie s  in  som e  

o th e r G e rm a r c it ie s . I t is  

n o w  u p  to  the  p o lic e  a n d  la w  

c o u rts  to  lo o k  d e e p e r in to  

th ese  is su e s  a n d  w e  w il l  see h o w  p u b lic  o p in io n  

w il l  b e  a ffe c te d .

W e  h a ve  h a d  a  te s t o f  ro a d  p r ic in g  sy s te m s o n  

a  h ig h w a y  b e tw e e n  C o lo g n e  a n d  E o n n . T h e  

co m p a n ie s  a n d  the  a u th o r it ie s  a re  n o w  a n a ly s in g  

the  re s u lts . A  c le a r  p o s it io n  h a s b e e n  ta k e n  b y  the  

M in is t e r  o f  T ra n s p o r t  w h o  s a id  th a t he  w o u ld  n o t 

in tro d u c e  su ch  a  sy s te m  i f  d a ta  p ro te c t io n  

q u e s tio n s  w e re  n o t s o lv e d  in  a  s a t is fa c to ry  w a y .

Smart cards
T h e  p r iv a t is e d  G e rm a n  N a t io n a l R a ilw a y  h a s 

p ro d u ce d  a  m u lt i-p u rp o s e  sm a rt c a rd  in

Privacy Laws & Business Newsletter
September 1995

Page 14



c o -o p e ra t io n  w ith  C it ib a n k . O w n e rs  o f  th e  c a rd  

h a v e  th e  r ig h t  to  b u y  t ic k e ts  a t h a lf  p r ic e  and  w ith  

th is  n e w  c a rd  th e y  a ls o  h a v e  a  f u ll s e rv ic e  c re d it  

c a rd . T h is  w a s  n o t v e ry  g o o d  n e w s  fo r  the 

e x is t in g  c re d it  c a rd  co m p a n ie s . O f  c o u rse , th is  

w a s o n e  o f  th e  re a so n s  fo r  v ig o ro u s  d is c u s s io n  o n  

the  d a ta  p ro te c t io n  im p lic a t io n s . T h e  p ro b le m  w a s 

th a t in te re s te d  p e rs o n s  h a d  o n ly  o n e  fo rm  to  a p p ly  

fo r  su ch  a  b i- fu n c t io n a l c a rd , a n d  th e re  w a s n o  

o p t io n  in  th e  fo rm  to  sa y  “ I d o n ’ t w a n t the  c re d it  

c a rd .”  S o  e v e ry b o d y  se em ed  to  be  o b lig e d  to  f i l l  

in  a ll h is  d e ta ils  o n  h is  f in a n c ia l s ta tu s a n d  so  o n . 

I t sh o w s  th e  k in d  a n d  q u a lity  o f  p ro b le m s  

a s so c ia te d  w ith  m u lt i- fu n c t io n a l c a rd s .

Electronic signatures
T h e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t is  b e g in n in g  to  th in k  

a b o u t e le c tro n ic  s ig n a tu re s . I n it ia l s tu d ie s  h a ve  

b e e n  m ad e  b u t n o  d e c is io n s  h a v e  b e en  ta ke n  so  

fa r . T o  g a in  a p p ro v a l fo r  e le c tro n ic  s ig n a tu re s  in  

th e  sam e w a y  as fo r  w r itte n  s ig n a tu re s  re q u ire s  

le g is la t io n  a n d  p e rh a p s  e v e n  th e  c re a tio n  o f  sta te  

in s t itu t io n s . T h e  p r iv a c y  im p lic a t io n s  a re  n o t o n ly  

fo r  th e  s e c u r ity  s e c to r b u t a ls o  lin k e d  to  the  fa c t 

th a t th e se  a u th o r it ie s  w il l  d is tr ib u te  th e  k e y s . A s  a  

b y -p ro d u c t, th e y  w o u ld  c re a te  a  k in d  o f  p o p u la tio n  

re g is te r . T h e  s itu a tio n  is  s im ila r  to  th a t in  th e  ca se  

o f  c e n t ra lly  is s u e d  a n d  n u m b e re d  id e n t ity  c a rd s . 

U n t il n o w  in  G e rm a n y , w e  h a v e  n o t h a d , a n d  w e  

h a v e  a lw a y s  o b je c te d  to , th e  c re a tio n  o f  a  fe d e ra l 

re g is te r  o f  c it iz e n s  a n d  th is  m ig h t b e co m e  a  v e ry  

c o m p re h e n s iv e  o n e . T h e se  q u e s tio n s  w il l  b e  

a n sw e re d  in  th e  n e x t fe w  y e a rs .

The Stasi files
T h e  a u th o r ity  w h ic h  a d m in is te rs  th e  fo rm e r  S ta s i 

a rc h iv e  h as b e e n  re q u e ste d  b y  a  L a n d  

p a r lia m e n ta ry  c o m m itte e  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n  to  

c o n tr ib u te  S ta s i d a ta  to  h e lp  w ith  th e ir  

in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  th e  B a rs c h e l a f fa ir .  M r .  U w e  

B a rs c h e l, in  h is  t im e  as L a n d  P r im e  M in is t e r  in  

the  la te  1 9 8 0 ’ s , h a d  u se d  e x tra o rd in a ry  d ir ty  t r ic k s  

to  in f lu e n c e  th e  e le c t io n s . L a te r , he  w a s fo u n d  

d e ad  in  a  G e n e v a  h o te l in  m y s te r io u s  

c irc u m s ta n c e s . A p p a re n t ly , the  o p p o s it io n  p a rty  

w a s n o t q u ite  so  ig n o ra n t o f  the  a f fa ir  as th e y  h ad  

c la im e d  to  th e  p u b lic  a t th e  tim e . S o  the 

c o m m itte e , b e s id e s  lo o k in g  in to  the  e le c t io n  a f fa ir ,  

a ls o  in v e s t ig a te d  h o w  an d  w h e n  the  o p p o s it io n  

le a rn e d  o f  th e se  fa c ts . T h e  co m m itte e  m ade  a  lis t  

o f  19 m in is te rs , m e m b e rs  o f  p a r lia m e n t and  o th e r 

le a d in g  p o lit ic ia n s  o f  the  p re se n t S o c ia l 

D e m o c ra t ic  G o v e rn m e n t, w h ic h  w a s the

o p p o s it io n  a t th a t t im e , a n d  som e  o f  th e ir  

a d v is o rs . T h e y  a sk e d  the  S ta s i A r c h iv e  to  h a n d  

o v e r  a n y  in fo rm a tio n  p e rta in in g  to  th ese  19 

p e o p le . T h e  a rc h iv e  sen t 7 0 0  p ag e s o f  

in fo rm a tio n , m o s tly  b a se d  o n  th e  in te rc e p t io n  o f  

te le p h o n e  c a lls  w h ic h  h ad  b e en  c a r r ie d  o u t a t the  

t im e  b y  th e se  19 p e o p le  in  th e  c o u rs e  o f  th e ir  

g o v e rn m e n t and  p o lit ic a l a c t iv it ie s .

W h e n  th is  m a te r ia l w a s p re se n te d  to  th e  

p a r lia m e n ta ry  c o m m itte e , so m e  o f  its  m e m b e rs  

w e re  sh o ck e d  a n d  o b je c te d  to  its  u se . T h e  

co m m itte e  th en  lo c k e d  the  m a te r ia l a w a y  in  o rd e r  

to  o b ta in  m o re  le g a l e v id e n c e  o n  th e  ca se . S o m e  

o f  the  in d iv id u a ls  c o n c e rn e d  w e n t to  c o u r t. T h e  

lo w e r  c o u r t  ru le d  th a t it  w a s  ille g a l to  lo o k  in to  

these  p a p e rs . T h e  ca se  is  n o w  p e n d in g  b e fo re  the  

h ig h e r  c o u rts .

T h e  A c t  o n  the  F o rm e r  S ta s i A r c h iv e  g e n e ra lly  

a llo w s  its  u se  fo r  p a r lia m e n ta ry  e n q u ir ie s . T h e  

F e d e ra l D a ta  P ro te c t io n  C o m m is s io n e r  h a s p o in te d  

to  the  fa c t  th a t the  S ta s i a rc h iv e  h a s b e en  

p re s e rv e d  o n ly  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  g iv in g  a c ce ss  to  

th e  v ic t im s  a n d  e n a b lin g  s o c ie ty  to  r e f le c t  o n  th e ir  

p o lit ic a l h is to ry . F o r  th ese  p u rp o se s  o n ly  w a s it  

d e c id e d  to  k e e p  th e  d a ta , k n o w in g  th a t la rg e  p a rts  

o f  it  h a d  b e e n  c o lle c te d  b y  m ean s o f  s e r io u s  

v io la t io n s  o f  h u m a n  r ig h ts . C o n s e q u e n tly , th ese  

c o n s t itu t io n a l lim ita t io n s  h a ve  to  b e  o b s e rv e d  in  

th is  ca se  o f  p a r lia m e n ta ry  e n q u ir ie s  in  the  sam e 

w a y . T h e  C o m m is s io n e r , th e re fo re , a sk e d  the  

F e d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t to  e n su re  th a t th e  p a p e rs  w il l  

be  re tu rn e d . T h e  F e d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t h a s n o t y e t 

re p lie d .

I t w a s  w id e ly  n o t ic e d , a n d  b y  som e  w ith  

a s to n ish m e n t, th a t the  F e d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t 

re c e n t ly  a p p o in te d  D r . H a n s jo rg  G e ig e r  a s f ir s t  

d ire c to r  o f  the  In te rn a l F e d e ra l In te llig e n c e  

s e rv ic e . B e fo re  h is  t im e  as a d m in is tra t iv e  d ir e c to r  

o f  the  a u th o r ity  w h ic h  a d m in is te rs  th e  fo rm e r  S ta s i 

A r c h iv e , he  h a d  h e ld  a  le a d in g  p o s it io n  in  the 

B a v a r ia n  d a ta  p ro te c tio n  o f f ic e  fo r  te n  y e a rs  an d  

he  is  o n e  o f  the  a u th o rs  o f  the  w e ll k n o w n  

co m m e n ta ry  to  the  F e d e ra l D a ta  P ro te c t io n  A c t ,  

the  B D S G , e d ite d  b y  S im it is  e t a l.

This report is based on a presentation by 
Dr. Ulrich Dammann, Deputy Federal Data 
Protection Commissioner, at the Privacy Laws 
& Business 8th Annual Conference, 10th-12th 
July, 1995 at St. John’s College, Cambridge.
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