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S ta te s  o f  In ju stice

T h e  la te s t b o o k  b y  M ic h a e l S p e n ce r, States o f 
Injustice: A Guide to Human Rights and Civil 
Liberties in the European Union, h a s , in  th e  

a u th o r ’ s o w n  w o rd s , tw o  p u rp o se s . O n e  is  to  

p ro v id e  a  “ g e n e ra l a n d  c o m p a ra tiv e  s tu d y  o f  

c u r re n t p ro b le m s  in  h u m a n  r ig h ts  a n d  c iv i l  

lib e r t ie s  in  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  E U ”  ( P L & B  

w in te r  1 9 90 /91  p .2 5 ) . T h e  o th e r is  to  se rv e  as “ a 

h a n d b o o k  o n  h o w  th e  w h o le  sy s te m  w o rk s ; h o w  

la w s  a re  m ad e  a t th e  E u ro p e a n  le v e l,  w h a t the 

d e fe c ts  o f  th e  sy s te m  a re , a n d  w h a t m ig h t b e  don e  

to  im p ro v e  th in g s .”

In  th e  f ir s t  c h a p te r “ E u ro p e  a fte r M a a s tr ic h t”  

th e  a u th o r e x a m in e s  the  c o m p le x  d e c is io n  a n d  la w  

m a k in g  m a c h in e ry  o f  th e  E U  as re fo rm e d  b y  the 

M a a s tr ic h t  T re a ty .

T h e  se co n d  c h a p te r, “ G u a rd ia n s  o f  H u m a n  

R ig h ts ,”  g iv e s  a n  o v e rv ie w  o f  the  m a in  

in te rn a t io n a l o rg a n is a t io n s  a n d  in s t itu t io n s  an d  

th e ir  ro le  a n d  e ffo r ts  in  p ro m o tio n  o f  h u m an  r ig h ts  

is su e s .

T h e  fo llo w in g  s ix  ch a p te rs  a re  e a ch  d e vo te d  to  

a  p a r t ic u la r  is s u e  o f  c o n c e rn  in  th is  a re a , fro m  

m e a su re s  c o m p e n sa tin g  th e  a b o lit io n  o f  b o rd e r  

c o n tro ls , re fu g e e s , im m ig ra t io n , ra c is m , 

d is c r im in a t io n  a n d  s o c ia l r ig h ts  to  p o lic in g , d a ta  

p ro te c tio n  a n d  sta te  c o n tro l.

F in a lly ,  in  th e  e ig h th  c h a p te r, th e  a u th o r g iv e s  

so m e  re a l l if e  e x a m p le s  in  the  a b o ve  a rea s fro m  a 

s e le c t io n  o f  se v e n  E U  M e m b e r S ta te s: F ra n c e ,

G e rm a n y , I ta ly , N e th e r la n d s , S p a in , S w e d e n  a n d  

U n ite d  K in g d o m .

T h e  b o o k  w a s e x te n s iv e ly  re se a rc h e d  a n d  is  

b u rs tin g  w ith  u s e fu l re fe re n c e s . T h e se  a re  b o th  

c o n ta in e d  a t the  e n d  o f  e a ch  c h a p te r a n d  in  the  

a p p e n d ix  to  the  b o o k . In  a d d it io n  to  it s  g e n e ra l 

a p p e a l, the  b o o k  is  v e ry  u s e fu l fo r  a n yo n e  

w o rk in g  o r  re s e a rc h in g  in  th e  a re a  o f  h u m a n  

r ig h ts  a n d  fu n d a m e n ta l fre e d o m s . F in a lly ,  it s  

c h a p te rs  d e a lin g  w ith  s p e c if ic  h u m a n  r ig h ts  

c o n c e rn s  a re  o b lig a to ry  re a d in g  fo r  a n yo n e  

in v o lv e d  in  th e  a re a .

States o f  Injustice: A Guide to Human Rights 
and C ivil Liberties in the European Union, by 
Michael Spencer, 1995, pp. 234, paperback 
ISBN 0 7453 0980 1 price £14.95, hardback 
ISBN 0 7453 0979 8 price £45.00, published by 
Pluto Press, 345 Archway Road, London N6 
5AA, UK. Tel: + (44) 181 348 2724 
Fax: + (44) 181 348 9133.

F E D I M ’s  G u id e  to  th e  E U  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  

D ire c t iv e  C o m m o n  P o s it io n  a n d  its  

Im p lic a t io n s  fo r  D ire c t  M a rk e tin g

T h e  F e d e ra tio n  o f  E u ro p e a n  D ir e c t  M a rk e t in g  

( F E D I M )  h a s p ro d u ce d  a  Guide to the Common 
Position Draft o f the EU Framework Directive on 
Data protection and its Implications for Direct 
Marketing. T h e  n in e te e n  p ag e  G u id e  g iv e s  a  

d e ta ile d  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  D ir e c t iv e ’ s re q u ire m e n ts  as 

th e y  m a y  a ffe c t  the  d ir e c t  m a rk e tin g  in d u s try .

Copies of the Guide are available from FEDIM, 
Place des Chasseurs Ardennais 20, B-1040 
Brussels, Belgium. Tel: + (32) 2 735 2252,
Fax: + (32) 2 735 4948.

Data Protection/Privacy: New  Contact Details 
Australia: Mr. Kevin O'Connor, Privacy Commissioner, Level 8, Piccadilly Tower, 133 Castlereagh Street, 
Sydney, NSW  2000, Australia.
Tel:+(61) 2 284 9600 Fax: +(61) 2 284 9666.
Japan: Mr. Nobumitsu Takigami, Counsellor for Government Information Systems Management and 
Coordination Agency Prime Minister's Office, 3-1-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo, Japan.
Tel: +(81) 3 3581 0712 Fax: +(81) 3 3580 0760.
Slovak Republic: Mr. Peter Lieskovsky, Statistical Office of Slovakia, Department of Informatics, 
Dubravskci 3, 842 21 Bratislava, Slovak Rebublic.
Tel: +(42) 7 37 09 317 Fax: +(42) 7 37 09 279.
USA: Mr. Gerald W. Gates, Chairman, Privacy Working Group, Information Policy Committee, Information 
Infrastructure Task Force (Administrative Records Program Officer, Program and Policy Development 
Office), U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233, U.S.A.
Tel: +(1) 301 457 2515 E-Mail: ggates@info.census.gov.
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