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Hungary adopts new sectoral 
data protection laws

Before the changes in eastern European 
political systems in 1989, little or no attention 
was paid to data protection in former socialist 
countries, including Hungary. The political and 
legislative practices in place at the time made 
no reference to data protection, nor did the 
citizens have any knowledge of the existence of 
the concept of data protection. Dr. Kinga 
Szurday, Data Protection Expert at Hungary’s 
Ministry of the Interior, explains the legislative 
changes which have occurred and those which 
are being prepared.

T h e  H u n g a r ia n  C o n s t itu t io n  w a s  a lm o s t  

c o m p le te ly  r e fo rm u la te d  in  1989 . A n  im p o r ta n t  

p a r t  o f  the  c o n s t itu e n t  w o r k  w h ic h  la id  the 

fo u n d a t io n  fo r  c h a n g in g  the H u n g a r ia n  le g a l 

s y s te m  w a s  the in te g ra t io n  o f  a  g u a ran tee  o f  b a s ic  

h u m a n  r ig h ts  in to  the C o n s t itu t io n .  A s  a re su lt , 

the  p ro te c t io n  o f  p e rs o n a l d a ta  as a fu n d a m e n ta l 

r ig h t  is  n o w  g u a ra n te e d  to  a l l  in d iv id u a ls .  

R e g u la t io n s  w h ic h  d e ta il the  e x a c t  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  

th is  g u a ran tee  a re  se t o u t  in  H u n g a r y ’ s D a ta  

P ro te c t io n  A c t  ( P L & B ,  S ep  1995 , p .3 )

D e c is io n  n u m b e r  15 o f  the  C o n s t itu t io n  C o u r t  

in  1991 ( P L & B ,  D e c  1991 , p .2 0 )  p ro v id e d  an  

im p e tu s  f o r  le g is la t io n  o n  da ta  p ro te c t io n . T h is  

d e c is io n  f i r s t  e x a m in e d  the c o n s t it u t io n a l it y  o f  the 

p e rs o n a l id e n t i f ic a t io n  n u m b e r  ( P IN )  a ss ig n e d  to  

in d iv id u a ls .  P I N s  w e re  b e in g  v e r y  w id e ly  u sed  

w ith o u t  re s t r ic t io n s ,  a nd  p ro v id e d  le g is la to r s  w ith  

a  c o n c re te  e x a m p le  o f  d a ta  c o l le c t io n  w h ic h  d id  

n o t  m e e t the  s ta n d a rd s  o f  f a ir  in fo rm a t io n  

p ra c t ic e s .  P I N s  b e ca m e  the b a s is  o n  w h ic h  

le g is la to r s  f r a m e d  an  a c t o n  da ta  p ro te c t io n .

T h e  d a ta  p ro te c t io n  fra m e w o rk  law

T h e  re s u lt  w a s  th a t A c t  N o .  63  o f  1992  o n  the 

P ro te c t io n  o f  P e r s o n a l D a ta  and  F re e d o m  o f  

I n fo rm a t io n  (the  Data Protection Act) w a s  p a ssed  

b y  P a r l ia m e n t  in  1992 . T h is  A c t  c o n ta in s  tw o  

so m e t im e s  c o n f l ic t in g  c o n s t itu t io n a l fu n d a m e n ta l 

r ig h ts  - the  r ig h t  to  p ro te c t io n  o f  p e rs o n a l da ta , 

a n d  the r ig h t  to  f re e d o m  o f  in fo rm a t io n .

In  c o m m o n  w ith  the  E u ro p e a n  U n io n  D a ta  

P ro te c t io n  D ir e c t iv e ,  the  H u n g a r ia n  Data 
Protection Act s ta rts  f r o m  the p r in c ip le  tha t 

p e rs o n a l da ta  s h o u ld  be  c o lle c te d  d ir e c t ly  f ro m ,

and  w ith  the  co n se n t  o f ,  the  in d iv id u a l  to  w h o m  it  

p e rta in s . T h e  in d iv id u a l h a s the  r ig h t  to  k n o w  

w h a t in fo rm a t io n  is  b e in g  h e ld  a b o u t h im  o r  h e r , 

and  has the r ig h t  to  re q u e s t c o r r e c t io n  a n d  d e le t io n  

o f  p e rs o n a l data . L a s t  b u t  n o t  le a s t, the  p e rs o n a l 

da ta  m u s t  b e  u se d  o n ly  fo r  s p e c if ic a l ly  d e te rm in e d  

p u rp o se s .

T h e  A c t  a l lo w s  fo r  the c o m p u ls o r y  d is c lo s u re  

o f  p e rs o n a l d a ta  c o n ta in e d  in  a d m in is t r a t iv e  

re g is t r ie s  o n ly  w h e re  s p e c if ic a l ly  a u th o r is e d  u n d e r  

an  A c t .  F u r th e rm o re , the  A c t  se ts o u t  in s ta n c e s  

w h e n  the r ig h ts  o f  the  in d iv id u a l m a y  be  

re s t r ic te d , b u t  a g a in , o n ly  b y  s ta tu to ry  p r o v is io n s .  

E x a m p le s  o f  su ch  in s ta n ce s  a re  w h e re  th e re  is  a  

r is k  to  the  in te rn a l o r  e x te rn a l s a fe ty  o f  the  sta te , 

n a t io n a l d e fe n ce , n a t io n a l s e c u r ity ,  p r e v e n t io n  o f  

c r im e , la w  e n fo rc e m e n t, f in a n c ia l in te re s ts  o f  the 

state o r  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n ts , o r  the  p ro te c t io n  o f  

o th e r  in d iv id u a ls .

C iv il  a n d  c r im in a l s a n c t io n s

P r e v a i l in g  H u n g a r ia n  la w  c o n ta in s  m a n y  c iv i l  a n d  

c r im in a l  sa n c t io n s  f o r  ca se s  w h e re  an  in d iv id u a l ’ s 

r ig h t  to  p e rs o n a l d a ta  p ro te c t io n  has  b e e n  v io la te d .  

T h e  Data Protection Act e n a b le s  an  in d iv id u a l  to  

b r in g  an  a c t io n  fo r  lo s s  o f  d a ta  p ro te c t io n  a n d  to  

sue fo r  d am ages . S a n c t io n s  a re  a ls o  p o s s ib le  i f  

p e rs o n a l d a ta  is  b e in g  m a in ta in e d  in  so m e  

u n a u th o r is e d  m a n n e r. T h e se  s a n c t io n s  v a r y  w it h  

the s e v e r ity  o f  the  u n a u th o r is e d  a c t iv it y .

H u n g a ry  has a  D a ta  P r o te c t io n  C o m m is s io n e r ,  

D r .  L a s z lo  M a jt e n y i,  w h o  w a s  e le c te d  in  J u ly  

1995 , w h o se  ro le  is  to  e n su re  th a t the  Data 
Protection Act is  b e in g  c o m p lie d  w ith ,  a n d  a ls o  to  

e x a m in e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  the A c t  p ro v id e s  adequa te  

da ta  p ro te c t io n . T h e  C o m m is s io n e r ’ s le g a l sta tu s 

is  id e n t ic a l to  tha t o f  an  o m b u d sm a n . H e  o r  she 

has in d e p e n d e n t c o n s t itu t io n a l sta tu s a n d  is  e le c te d  

b y  P a r lia m e n t .  R e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  the  D a ta  

P ro te c t io n  C o m m is s io n e r  in c lu d e :  g e n e ra l 

s u p e rv is io n  o f  the  A c t ,  e x a m in a t io n  o f  in d iv id u a l  

c o m p la in ts  c o n c e rn in g  the w a y  th a t p e rs o n a l d a ta  

is  h a n d le d , a nd  the  k e e p in g  o f  r e c o rd s  p e r ta in in g  

to  da ta  p ro te c t io n . T h is  la s t  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  is  

a d m in is t ra t iv e  in  n a tu re , a nd  h a s  n o  le g a l e f fe c t .

N e w  s e c to r a l s ta tu te s  fo r  s ta te  r e c o r d s

H u n g a r y ’ s Data Protection Act id e n t if ie s  

c o m p u ls o ry  da ta  m a in te n a n ce  as a su b je c t  

r e q u ir in g  s ta tu to ry  re g u la t io n . H o w e v e r ,  d e c id in g  

ju s t  w h a t  da ta  s h o u ld  be  m a in ta in e d  has b e e n  a
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d i f f ic u l t  ta sk . P r e v io u s ly ,  th e re  w a s  n o  s ta tu to ry  

re q u ire m e n t  to  m a in ta in  da ta , and  the re s u lt  w a s  

tha t th e re  w e re  se v e ra l s y s te m s  o f  re c o rd s  

m a n a g e m e n t th a t w e re  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  se c re t 

in te rn a l o rd e rs . A f t e r  the  Data Protection Act 
e n te re d  in to  fo r c e ,  the  H u n g a r ia n  g o v e rn m e n t  had  

to  r e v ie w  a l l  state a d m in is t r a t io n  a n d  ju r is d ic t io n a l  

re c o rd s  m a in ta in e d  fo r  c o m p u ls o ry  da ta  

d is s e m in a t io n  p u rp o se s , a n d  h a d  to  e n a c t 

le g is la t io n  to  p r o v id e  the r e q u ir e d  s ta tu to ry  b a s is  

f o r  th is  d is s e m in a t io n .

In  the  p a s t  fo u r  y e a rs , s ig n if ic a n t  p ro g re s s  has 

b e e n  m ad e  in  th is  a rea . H u n g a r y ’ s g o v e rn m e n t is  

f u l f i l l i n g  the  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  se t o u t in  the 

le g is la t io n  in  tw o  w a y s . R u le s  a re  b e in g  la id  d o w n  

c o n c e rn in g  the b a s ic  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  re c o rd s , 

w it h  r e g u la t io n s  b e in g  a s s ig n e d  to  s p e c if ic  

a c t iv it ie s  in  se pa ra te  A c t s .

P o p u la t io n  r e c o r d s :  O n e  o f  the  f ir s t  step s in  th is  

d ir e c t io n ,  b a se d  o n  the a b o ve  m e n t io n e d  d e c is io n  

o f  the  C o n s t itu t io n a l C o u r t ,  w a s  the a d o p t io n  o f  

an  A c t  w h ic h  re g u la te s  the  s y s te m  o f  p o p u la t io n  

re c o rd s  a n d  se ts o u t  e x a c t ly  to  w h o m , fo r  w h a t  

p u rp o se s  a n d  u n d e r  w h ic h  c o n d it io n s  da ta  m a y  be  

d is s e m in a te d . T h is  A c t  a l lo w e d  the u se  o f  P I N s  

u n t i l  D e c e m b e r  3 1 , 1 9 9 5 , and  c le a r ly  s p e lls  ou t 

w h ic h  o rg a n is a t io n s  m a y  u se  th em  and  fo r  w h ic h  

p u rp o se s  th e y  m a y  be  u sed .

P e r s o n a l  I d e n t i f ic a t io n  N u m b e r s  ( P IN S ) :  S in c e  

the p r e v io u s ly  m e n t io n e d  d e c is io n  o f  the 

C o n s t itu t io n a l C o u r t ,  th e re  ha s b e en  a  c o n t in u in g  

d isp u te  s u r ro u n d in g  the q u e s t io n  o f  the 

c o n s t it u t io n a l it y  o f  the P I N  an d  the fu r th e r  fa te  o f  

the  s y s te m  o f  p o p u la t io n  re c o rd s . T h e  

a d m in is t r a t iv e  s y s te m  g o v e rn in g  p o p u la t io n  

re c o rd s  tha t is  c u r r e n t ly  in  o p e ra t io n  w a s  

d e v e lo p e d  in  19 72  b a sed  o n  a  S w e d is h  m o d e l.  

H o w e v e r ,  du e  to  la c k  o f  te c h n ic a l f a c i l i t ie s  

re s u lt in g  f r o m  the b a n  o f  so m e  c o m p u te r  sy s te m  

e x p o r t s  to  fo rm e r  c o m m u n is t  c o u n tr ie s ,  as 

in fo rm a t io n  w a s  a d d e d  o v e r  the  y e a rs , i t  w a s  n o t 

c a r r ie d  o u t  in  k e e p in g  w ith  the  o r ig in a l m o d e l.

T h e  r e s u lt  is  th a t the  p o p u la t io n  re c o rd s  a re  n o w  

a d m in is te re d  u n d e r  a sy s te m  w h ic h  is  o u t-o f-d a te  

f r o m  the  s ta n d p o in t  o f  in fo rm a t ic s ,  and  th e re  is  n o  

w a y  to  e n su re  th a t da ta  is  u p d a ted  and  c u r re n t. A t  

the  sam e  t im e , the  c i r c le  in  w h ic h  th is  da ta  c a n  be  

d is s e m in a te d  is  m u c h  s m a lle r  a n d  m o re  re s t r ic te d  

th an  in  S w e d e n .
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B e fo re  1991 , the  u se  o f  the  P I N  w a s  v e r y  

w id e sp re a d , e s p e c ia lly  in  b a n k in g  a n d  in su ra n c e . 

A t  the  sam e  t im e , i t  w a s  n o t  u se d  - p r e s u m a b ly  

b e cau se  o f  la c k  o f  c o n f id e n c e  in  the  s y s te m ’ s 

w e s te rn  o r ig in  - in  state r e c o rd  s y s te m s  w h ic h  

b e lo n g e d  e x p re s s ly  to  the  o p p re s s iv e  s t ru c tu re  o f  

the c o m m u n is t  sy s te m , su ch  as re c o rd s  c o n c e rn in g  

p a r ty  m e m b e rs  and  re c o rd s  d e a lin g  w it h  the 

a c t iv it ie s  o f  the in te rn a l in fo rm a n t  n e tw o rk .

O n  th is  b a s is , it  is  p o s s ib le  to  d is p u te  the 

c o m m o n ly  h e ld  v ie w  tha t the  P I N  is  a  s y m b o l o f  

the o ld  o p p re s s iv e  c o m m u n is t  sy s te m  a n d  s h o u ld  

th e re fo re  b e  a b o lis h e d . W h i le  the  o ld  re g im e  m a y  

n o t  h ave  h a d  a n y  sy s te m  o f  r e c o rd  k e e p in g  a n d  

m a y  n o t  h a v e  m ad e  u se  o f  P I N s ,  i t  is  a  re g re t ta b le  

h is t o r ic a l fa c t, n o t  o n ly  in  H u n g a r y  b u t  e ls e w h e re , 

tha t d ic ta to r ia l sy s te m s  v io la te d  p r iv a c y  r ig h ts .  In  

the  m o s t  e x tre m e  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  p r iv a c y  

in v a s io n ,  these  re g im e s  to o k  a w a y  p e o p le s ’ l iv e s .  

T o d a y ,  i t  is  in d is p u ta b le ,  th a t g u a ran te e s  an d  

r e s t r ic t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  e s ta b lis h e d  r e la t in g  to  the 

use  o f  P IN s .

R e c e n t ly ,  the  C o n s t itu t io n a l C o u r t  t o o k  a 

p o s it io n  o n ce  a g a in  o n  the q u e s t io n  o f  P I N s .  In  

the C o u r t ’ s v ie w ,  p r iv a c y  r ig h ts  c a n  be  a d e q u a te ly  

p ro te c te d  b y  in t r o d u c in g  sepa ra te  sys te m s  a n d  

d if fe re n t  id e n t ify in g  s y m b o ls  fo r  d if fe r e n t  

b ra n ch e s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t. T h e  H u n g a r ia n  

g o v e rn m e n t  is  n o w  p re p a r in g  an  A c t  w h ic h  m a k e s  

i t  p o s s ib le  to  sepa ra te  the  th re e  b ig  in d e p e n d e n t 

sy s tem s c u r re n t ly  in  e x is te n c e  as w e  l  as the  

id e n t i fy in g  s y m b o ls  a s s ig n e d  to  t h e n . T h e  th re e  

sy s tem s a re  a  s y s te m  o f  ta x  re c o rd s , a  s y s te m  o f  

s o c ia l in su ra n ce  re c o rd s , a n d  a  s y s te m  o f  

p o p u la t io n  re c o rd s . D a ta  f i le s  o f  the  la t te r  c o u ld  

se rv e  as a m o d e l in  the  fu tu re  w h e n  a p p ly in g  

sepa ra te  id e n t ify in g  s y m b o ls .  It is  im p o r ta n t  tha t 

m an ag e rs  o f  the  th ree  sy s te m s  d o  n o t  k n o w  e a ch  

o th e r ’ s id e n t ify in g  c o d e s . W h e n  da ta  d is s e m in a t io n  

and  e x ch a n g e  is  re q u ire d  b e tw e e n  the s y s te m s , i t  

w i l l  be  re g u la te d  b y  the A c t ,  b a se d  o n  the  c o n te n t  

o f  the  da ta  and  the p u rp o se s  f o r  w h i :h  i t  is  

re q u ire d . T h is  d ra f t  A c t  is  c u r r e n t ly  o n ly  an  

o u t lin e  c o n ce p t  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  d is c u s s e d  b y  

P a r lia m e n t  in  the  c o m in g  m o n th s , a n d  c a n n o t  y e t  

be  c o n s id e re d  f in a l.

R e s e a r c h  a n d  m a r k e t in g  d a ta :  T h e

g o v e rn m e n t  ha s p re p a re d  a  sepa ra te  

d e a lin g  w it h  the  u se  a n d  m a in te n a n c  

da ta  fo r  s c ie n t if ic  re se a rch , p u b l ic  o  

m a rk e t  re se a rc h  and  d ir e c t  m a rk e t in g

H u n g a r ia n  

d ra f t  A c t  

|e o f  p e rs o n a l 

•p in ion  p o l ls ,  

T h is  A c t ,
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t
n u m b e r  119  a d o p te d  in  la te  1995 , e n te re d  in to  

fo rc e  in  J a n u a ry  1996 .

S t a t is t ic s :  S p e c ia l m e n t io n  sh o u ld  be  m ad e  o f  the 

Act on Statistics w h ic h  w a s  a d o p ted  b y  P a r lia m e n t  

in  1992 . I t re g u la te s  da ta  p ro te c t io n  in  the  f ie ld  o f  

s ta t is t ic s  in  h a rm o n y  w ith  the  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f  

the  C o u n c i l  o f  E u ro p e .

T h e re  a re  tw o  a d d it io n a l f ie ld s  w h e re  da ta  

m a in te n a n ce  w i l l  be  re g u la te d  b y  sepa ra te  A c ts :  

h e a lth  da ta , a n d  da ta  o n  c r im in a l  p ro c e e d in g s  and  

the r e g u la t io n  o f  c r im in a l  s ta t is t ic s .

H e a l t h  a n d  c r im in a l  d a ta :  A  d ra f t  r e g u la t io n  on  

the  p ro te c t io n  a n d  k e e p in g  o f  h e a lth  da ta  is  n o w  

re a d y  a n d  H u n g a r y ’ s P a r l ia m e n t  is  e xp e c te d  to  

a d o p t i t  th is  y e a r . R e g a rd in g  c r im in a l  da ta , p a r t ia l 

r e g u la t io n  is  s t i l l  r e q u ire d  in  a rea s  su ch  as 

c r im in a l  s ta t is t ic s . O th e r  a reas a re  d e a lt  w it h  b y  

the  Criminal Code a nd  the Police Act.
P o l ic e  d a ta :  I t is  im p o r ta n t  tha t la w y e r s  d e a lin g  in  

da ta  re g u la t io n  m a ke  a s e r io u s  a ttem p t to  

in c o rp o ra te  f a ir  in fo rm a t io n  p ra c t ic e s  in to  se c to ra l 

A c t s .  T h e  m a in te n a n ce  o f  p o l ic e  da ta  ha s a lre a d y  

b e en  re g u la te d  in  th is  w a y  b a sed  a g a in  o n  the 

R e c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  the  C o u n c i l  o f  E u ro p e  in  the 

Act on the Police a d o p ted  in  1993 .

N a t io n a l  d e fe n c e :  T h e  Act on National Defence 
c o n ta in s  im p o r ta n t  da ta  p ro te c t io n  p r o v is io n s  

w h ic h  s p e c ify  the  p e rs o n a l d a ta  the  d e fe n ce  

a u th o r it ie s  m a y  c o l le c t  a n d  p ro c e s s  a bo u t s o ld ie r s  

a n d  to  w h ic h  in s t itu t io n s  o r  p e rso n s  th is  da ta  m a y  

be  t ra n s fe r re d .

P a s s p o r t s :  T h e re  is  a ls o  an  A c t  d e a lin g  w ith  

p a s sp o rts  a n d  re c o rd s  re la te d  to  th em . B o rd e r  

g u a rd s  a re  c u r r e n t ly  b e in g  p re p a re d  w ith  

s ig n if ic a n t  da ta  p ro te c t io n  re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .  In  

p re p a r in g  the A c t  o n  b o rd e r  g u a rd s , H u n g a ry  

s h o u ld  ta ke  in to  a c c o u n t  the S ch e n g e n  In fo rm a t io n  

S y s te m  ( P L & B ,  A p r  1996 , p .1 0 )  o n  p o l ic e  re c o rd s  

re la t in g  to  p e o p le  t r a v e l l in g  a c ro s s  b o rd e rs , s in ce  

i t  is  n o  se c re t  th a t H u n g a ry  in te n d s  to  j o in  the 

S ch e n g e n  A g re e m e n t  as so o n  as p o s s ib le .

C o u n c il  o f  E u r o p e  a n d  th e  E U

I n te rn a t io n a lly ,  H u n g a r y ’ s S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  has 

s ig n e d  the C o u n c i l  o f  E u ro p e  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  

C o n v e n t io n  N o .  108 w h ic h  H u n g a ry  p la n s  to  

r a t i f y  a f te r  a d o p t in g  the a b o ve  le g is la t io n .

M o r e o v e r ,  H u n g a r y  is  p a y in g  s p e c ia l a tte n t io n  

to  the  r e g u la to r y  a c t iv it ie s  o f  the E u ro p e a n  U n io n  

in  th is  f ie ld .  T h e  W h it e  B o o k  p u b lis h e d  b y  the

E u ro p e a n  C o m m is s io n  - w h ic h  c o n ta in s  the  

h a rm o n is a t io n  ta sk s  in  the  f ie ld  o f  le g is la t io n  to  be  

c a r r ie d  o u t  b y  c o u n t r ie s  b e fo re  jo in in g  - d e a ls  w it h  

da ta  p ro te c t io n  in  a  sepa ra te  c h a p te r . T h e re fo re ,  i t  

is  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  f o r  H u n g a ry  to  a n a ly s e  a n d  

p ro c e s s  the  E u ro p e a n  U n io n ’ s D a ta  P r o te c t io n  

D ir e c t iv e  as e a r ly  as p o s s ib le .  (In  th is  e n d e a v o u r , 

the p u b lic a t io n s  o f  Privacy Laws & Business h a ve  

b e en  o f  g re a t a ss is ta n ce ).

R e o rg a n is a t io n  o f  s ta te  r e c o r d s  n e e d e d

B e s id e s  le g is la t iv e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  the  H u n g a r ia n  

g o v e rn m e n t has se v e ra l a d d it io n a l ta sk s  to  

u n d e rta k e . T h e  o u td a te d  sy s te m s  o f  r e c o rd s  m u s t  

be  re o rg a n is e d  in  o rd e r  to  s a t is fy  da ta  s e c u r ity  

re q u ire m e n ts , w h ic h  w i l l  re q u ire s  s ig n if ic a n t  

f in a n c ia l re so u rc e s . In  the  p u b l ic  a d m in is t ra t io n , 

th is  ta s k  w i l l  be  e x c e e d in g ly  d i f f ic u l t  as o n ly  a 

s m a ll p a r t  o f  the  a n t ic ip a te d  c o s ts  c a n  b e  m e t b y  

the budg e t.

In  the p r iv a te  se c to r , th e re  a re  n o t  as m a n y  

o b s ta c le s  to  u p d a t in g  re c o rd s  sy s te m s , b e cau se  

p r iv a te  c o m p a n ie s  c a n  m a in ta in  th e ir  m a rk e t  

p o s it io n  o n ly  b y  k e e p in g  u p -to -d a te  re c o rd s . 

H o w e v e r ,  p u b l ic  a w a re n e ss  th a t c o u ld  fo rc e  

o rg a n is a t io n s , su ch  as b a n k s  and  in su ra n c e  

c o m p a n ie s , to  ta ke  da ta  p ro te c t io n  ru le s  in to  

a c c o u n t  is  n o t  y e t  e v id e n t . T h e  state d o e s  n o t  p la n  

to  in te r fe re  w ith  re g u la t io n  in  the  p r iv a te  se c to r , 

b u t  w o u ld  l ik e  to  see s e lf - r e g u la t in g  m e ch a n is m s  

in  o p e ra t io n . H o w e v e r ,  these  h a ve  n o t  y e t  ta k e n  

shape in  H u n g a ry .

N e e d  to  ra is e  p u b lic  a w a r e n e s s

F in a l ly ,  o u r  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  ta s k  is  to  t r a n s fo rm  

the co n s c io u sn e s s  o f  o u r  c it iz e n s ,  to  e n r ic h  th e ir  

k n o w le d g e  o f  th e ir  o w n  p r iv a c y  in te re s ts , a n d  to  

e n co u ra g e  th em  to  p ro te c t  tho se  in te re s ts  b y  ta k in g  

a p p ro p r ia te  step s, su ch  as a p p e a lin g  to  a  c o u r t ,  

w h e re  n e ce s sa ry . A c t iv e  le g a l p ro te c t io n  l ik e  th is  

w a s  n o t  p ra c t is e d  d u r in g 'th e  p e r io d  o f  s o c ia lis m .  

T h e  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  C o m m is s io n e r  h a s  a 

s ig n if ic a n t  r o le  to  h e lp  fa m il ia r is e  the  p u b l ic  w it h  

th e ir  r ig h ts  to  h a v e  th e ir  p e rs o n a l d a ta  p ro te c te d  

and  in  r a is in g  a w a re n e ss  o f  th e ir  p r iv a c y  r ig h ts .

T h is  r e p o r t  w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  D r .  K i n g a  S z u r d a y ,  

D a t a  P r o t e c t io n  E x p e r t ,  I n t e r io r  M in i s t r y ,  

B u d a p e s t ,  H u n g a r y  a n d  e d it e d  b y  S h a u n a  V a n  

D o n g e n ,  a  Privacy Laws & Business c o n s u lt a n t .
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