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U S Departm ent of Health appoints  

a Privacy A dvocate

The Office of the Privacy Advocate was 
established by an administrative decision of 
United States Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) Secretary, Donna 
Shalala, on March 12th 1996. The Privacy 
Advocate, John Fanning, is an institutional 
representative and resource for privacy issues 
with respect to personally identifiable 
information about individuals in programmes 
and activities of the DHHS.

T h e  P r iv a c y  A d v o c a te  re p o r ts  d ir e c t ly  to  the 

S e c re ta ry  o n  s ig n if ic a n t  p o l ic y  m a tte rs  and  in  case  

o f  c o n f l ic t s  a n d  d isp u te s . T h e  O f f ic e  o f  the 

P r iv a c y  A d v o c a te  is  in  the O f f ic e  o f  the  A s s is ta n t  

S e c re ta ry  f o r  P la n n in g  and  E v a lu a t io n ,  w it h in  the 

O f f ic e  o f  the  S e c re ta ry .

T h is  t it le  e x is ts  in  o n ly  one  o th e r  p la c e  in  U .S .  

fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t  - in  the  In te rn a l R e v e n u e  

S e r v ic e ,  w h e re  i t  is  h e ld  b y  R o b e r t  V e e d e r .  T h a t  

p o s it io n  is  a b o u t 2  y e a rs  o ld ,  and  is  a m o re  

e s ta b lis h e d  a n d  e la b o ra te  p o s it io n  th an  in  the 

D H H S ,  b e ca u se  V e e d e r  ha s s t a f f  a nd  c a n  

p a r t ic ip a te  in  the  d e s ig n  o f  da ta  sy s tem s. J o h n  

F a n n in g  e x p la in s  h is  n e w  ro le .

Policy Consultation and Advice to the 
Secretary. T h e  A d v o c a te  c o n su lts  w ith  the 

D e p a r tm e n t ’ s c o m p o n e n t  a g e n c ie s  o n  p ro p o s a ls  

f o r  n e w  da ta  sy s te m s , fo r  p ro g ra m m e s  re q u ir in g  

n e w  c o l le c t io n s  o f  da ta , a n d  fo r  re g u la to ry  and  

le g is la t iv e  a c t io n s  n e c e s s ita t in g  da ta  c o lle c t io n ,  

a n d  a d v is e s  the  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e ir  im p l ic a t io n s  fo r  

p e rs o n a l p r iv a c y .  T h e  A d v o c a te  a ls o  

in d e p e n d e n t ly  a n a ly s e s  e x is t in g  p o l ic ie s  a n d  da ta  

c o l le c t io n s  w it h  im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  p r iv a c y .  B u t  

e a ch  se pa ra te  da ta  c o l le c t io n  n ee d  n o t  be  sen t fo r  

h is  r e v ie w  an d  a p p ro v a l.

Membership of the Data Council. T h e  P r iv a c y  

A d v o c a te  is  a m e m b e r  o f  the  D a ta  C o u n c i l ,  w h ic h  

w a s  fo rm e d  in  1995  a n d  m e e ts  m o n th ly .  It 

c o -o rd in a te s  a l l  d a ta  c o l le c t io n  a n d  a n a ly s is  

a c t iv it ie s  in  the  D e p a r tm e n t  th ro u g h  d e v e lo p m e n t 

o f  da ta  c o l le c t io n  s tra te g y  a n d  c o -o rd in a t io n  o f  

d a ta  s ta n d a rd s , p r iv a c y  and  re la te d  p o l ic y  

a c t iv it ie s .  I t  is  c o m p o s e d  o f  A s s is ta n t  S e c re ta r ie s  

a n d  a g e n c y  h ead s  r e p o r t in g  to  the  S e c re ta ry ,  the 

S e n io r  A d v is e r  to  the  S e c re ta ry  o n  H e a lth  

S ta t is t ic s ,  a n d  the  P r iv a c y  A d v o c a te .
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T h e  P r iv a c y  A d v o c a te  a r t ic u la te s  p r iv a c y  

c o n c e rn s  re g a rd in g  da ta  p o l ic ie s  u n d e r  d is c u s s io n ,  

id e n t if ie s  a n d  b r in g s  to  the  c o u n c i l  p r iv a c y  is su e s , 

and  c h a ir s  the  P r iv a c y  W o r k in g  G ro u p  o f  the  

C o u n c i l .  T h e  la tte r  g ro u p  h a s  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  f r o m  

u n its  o f  the  D e p a r tm e n t , b u t  th e y  d o  n o t  f o rm a l ly  

re p re se n t in g  th e ir  a g e n c ie s . T h e ir  m e m b e rs h ip  is  

b a sed  o n  th e ir  in te re s t  a n d  s p e c ia lis e d  e x p e r t is e  

and  w i l l  c h an g e  o v e r  t im e .

Technical Assistance and Consultation. T h e

ad vo ca te  is  a so u rce  o f  t e c h n ic a l e x p e r t is e  an d

e a r ly  c o n su lta t io n  o n  the p r iv a c y  im p ic a t io n s  o f

p ro p o s e d  a c t io n s . T h e  P r iv a c y  A d v o c a te  w i l l  

m a in ta in  re fe re n ce  m a te r ia ls ,  p r o v id e  in fo rm a t io n  

and  re fe r  D e p a r tm e n t  p e rs o n n e l to  s o u rc e s  o f  

e x p e r t is e  w it h in  o r  o u ts id e  the  D e p a r tm e n t . T h e  

A d v o c a te  is  a so u rc e  o f  e x p e r t is e  f o r  the  D a ta  

C o u n c i l  a n d  the N a t io n a l C o m m it te e  o n  V i t a l  a n d  

H e a lth  S ta t is t ic s ,  a  p u b l ic  a d v is o r y  c o m m it te e  to  

the  S e c re ta ry  o n  h e a lth  da ta  m a tte rs .

Developmental and Resource Funct ions. T h e  

A d v o c a te  m a y  c o n d u c t  o r  c o m m is s io n  re s e a rc h  

and  te c h n ic a l s tu d ie s  o n  in fo rm a t io n  u se  an d  

d is c lo s u re  p o l ic ie s ,  and  m a y  p r o v id e  t ra in in g  in  

these  a reas. A t  th is  p o in t ,  th e re  is  n o  s p e c if ic  

p r iv a c y  b u d g e t b u t the  A d v o c a te  is  in  the  O f f ic e  

o f  A s s is ta n t  S e c re ta ry  f o r  P la n n in g  an d  

E v a lu a t io n ,  th ro u g h  w h ic h  fu n d s  a re  a v a ila b le .  N o  

re se a rc h  has y e t  be en  c o m m is s io n e d .

Representation and Liaison T h e  A d v o c a te  is  a  

p o in t  o f  c o n ta c t  a n d  s o u rce  o f  in fo rm a t io n  o n  

is su e s  o f  u se  a n d  d is c lo s u re  o f  p e rs o n a l 

in fo rm a t io n  fo r  o th e r  a g e n c ie s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t, as 

w e l l  as fo r  p r iv a c y  and  c o n su m e r  a d v o c a c y  

o rg a n is a t io n s , p r iv a te - s e c to r  o rg a n is a t io n s  tha t 

u t i l is e  p e rs o n a l d a ta , the  S ta te s , fo re ig n  

g o v e rn m e n ts , a n d  in te rn a t io n a l o rg a n is a t io n s  

in te re s te d  in  p r iv a c y  a n d  da ta  p ro te c t io n  m a tte rs . 

T h e  A d v o c a te  is  a p o in t  o f  p u b l ic  re fe re n c e  a n d  

re so u rc e  fo r  c o n ce rn s  a b o u t d e p a r tm e n ta l a c t iv it ie s  

w it h  re sp e c t to  p e rs o n a l in fo rm a t io n ,  a n d  re fe rs  

in q u ir ie s  r e q u ir in g  in v e s t ig a t io n  to  ap p ro p r ia te  

u n its  o f  the  D e p a r tm e n t .

Contact details: John P. Fanning, 1 ’rivacy 
Advocate, 440D Humphrey Bulding, U .S. 
Department of Health and Human Services,
200 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 
20201, USA.
Tel: +(1) 202 690 5896 Fax: +(1) 202 690 5882 
Internet: jfanning@osaspe.dhhs.gov
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