
□
I t is  u n c e r ta in  w h e th e r  fu tu re  p ro p o s a ls  to  

e x p o r t  p e rs o n a l d a ta  f r o m  the  E U  to  a  t h ir d  

c o u n t ry  w i l l  b e  m a d e  b y  c o rp o ra t io n s  w h o  in  e a ch  

c a se  a tta ch  s im i la r  im p o r ta n c e  to  da ta  p ro te c t io n  

p r in c ip le s  a s C i t ib a n k  d id  h e re .

2. A level playing field
M o r e o v e r ,  p e rs o n a l da ta  w i l l  n o t  o n ly  b e  e x p o r te d  

b y  la rg e  m u lt in a t io n a l c o rp o ra t io n s  w it h  th e ir  

w e l l- s ta f fe d  le g a l d e p a rtm e n ts  w h ic h  c a n  d ra f t  

s o p h is t ic a te d  w e b s  o f  c o n tra c tu a l o b l ig a t io n s .

S m a ll  a n d  m e d iu m - s iz e  e n te rp r is e s  w i l l  a ls o  p la y  a 

r o le  in  the  g lo b a l m a rk e t-p la c e . S m a ll  a n d  

m e d iu m -s iz e  e n te rp r is e s  v e r y  o f te n  d o  n o t  h a v e  

the le g a l k n o w le d g e  a t th e ir  d is p o s a l to  m e e t the 

re q u ire m e n ts  o f  A r t i c le s  2 6  (2 ) as in te rp re te d  b y  

the  C o m m is s io n  a n d  the  M e m b e r  S ta tes . O n ly  the 

n a t io n a l le g is la tu re  c a n  p r o v id e  f o r  e q u a l 

c o n d it io n s  o f  c o m p e t it io n .

3. Maintaining uniformity of standards
T h e  c re a t io n  o f  a  n a t io n a l m e c h a n is m  to  o v e rs e e  

the  p r iv a te  s e c to r  is  e s s e n t ia l in  la rg e  

d a ta - im p o r t in g  t h ir d  c o u n t r ie s  su ch  as the  U n it e d  

S ta te s  a n d  C a n a d a . T h e  c o n tra c tu a l s o lu t io n  ju s t  

d e s c r ib e d  c a n n o t  p r o v id e  f o r  su ch  a  m e ch a n ism . 

O n  the  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  m a y  le a d  to  m a n y  d if fe r e n t  

s u p e r v is o r y  a u th o r it ie s  f r o m  fo re ig n  c o u n t r ie s  

in it ia t in g  a u d its  in  the  t h ir d  c o u n t ry ,  th e re b y  

a p p ly in g  d if f e r e n t  in s te a d  o f  u n i f o rm  s ta n d a rd s .

C o n c lu s io n :  c o n t r a c t s  c a n n o t  re p la c e  

n a tio n a l la w

M u lt in a t io n a l c o rp o ra t io n s  su ch  as C i t ib a n k  c a n  

a n d  w i l l  p la y  an  im p o r ta n t  s ta n d a rd -se t t in g  r o le  in  

the  g lo b a l m a rk e t-p la c e . I t w i l l  ta ke  c o n s id e ra b le  

t im e  u n t i l  a n  adequa te  le v e l o f  p ro te c tijo n  in  te rm s  

o f  g e n e ra l a n d  s e c to ra l r u le s  o f  la w  h a s  b e e n  

e n su re d  in  a l l  t h ir d  c o u n t r ie s  im p o r t in g  p e rs o n a l 

da ta  f r o m  E u ro p e .

In  th is  t ra n s it io n a l p e r io d ,  s ta n d a rd  c o n tra c tu a l 

c la u se s  m a y , in  e x c e p t io n a l c ir c u m s ta n c e s , p ro v e  

to  b e  u s e fu l.  In  a n y  c a se  th e y  s h o u ld  a t le a s t  

c o n ta in  the  sam e sa fe g u a rd s  as the  G e rm a n  

R a i lw a y C a r d  A g re e m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  c o n tra c tu a l 

s ta n d a rd -se tt in g  b y  p r iv a te  c o rp o ra t io n s  c a n  o n ly  

c o m p le m e n t  a n d  su p p o r t  b u t  n e v e r  re p  lace  n a t io n a l 

le g is la t io n .
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Data Protection Authorities Conference in 
Ottawa in September 1996. Contact details: 
Berliner Datenschutzbeauftragte, Pallasstrasse 
25, Berlin, 10781 Germany
Tel: +(49) 30 7876 8828 
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P r iv a c y  L a w s  &  B u s in e s s  1 st S c o t la n d  R o u n d ta b le
Dalhousie Castle, Bonnyrigg, Edinburgh • April 8th - 10th 1997

Day 1: Tuesday, April 8th, 1997 
Data Protection Act Training and Awareness

Day 2: Wednesday, April 9th, 1997 
Impact of the EU Data Protection Directive

Introduction Introduction to international data protection law

The UK Data Protection Act: Key points for newly appointed 
managers

Raising and maintaining awareness of the Data Protection 
Act among staff

The DPR's first prosecutions under the Data Protection Act's 
amendments on procuring, selling and advertising personal 
data

Managing computer security for Data Protection Act 
compliance

Computer based staff training for the UK Data Protection Act 
and. How the Halifax Building Society (HBS) uses Easy i's 
Handle with Care

Data Protection Act training videos by the ODPR and Easy i. 
Using videos and other training techniques

The European Union's Data Protection Directive: 
Implementation and planning ahead

impact of the European Union's Data Protection Directive in 
the UK
impact of the European Union's Data Protection Directive in 
other EU Member States and the wider world; I European 
Union's Telecommunications Draft Directive update. The 
view from the European Commission

Design/update your company's data protection 
Practice

Code of

International data protection and privacy worldwide web 
sites

Day 3: Thursday, April 10th, 19!>7 
Fast Track Data Protection Act Compliance Using 
ISO 9000 (BS 5750) Quality Assurance principles

The full program m e is available from  our o ffice . R eg ister fo r  the day (s ) you want.
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