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data protection and privacy worldwide

O u r  10 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  y e a r h a s le d  m e  to  re f le c t  o n  ch an g e s in  

he  in te rn a t io n a l d a ta  p ro te c t io n  la w  scen e  s in c e  1987  w h ic h  w e  

la v e  c o v e re d  in  th e  Privacy Laws & Business Newsletter.
T h e  p r o life r a t io n  o f  n a t io n a l la w s  a n d  sp re a d  o f  c o m p u te rs  h a s 

le d  to  a  m u ch  wider public awareness o f  th e  n ee d  fo r  p ro te c tio n  o f  

in d iv id u a ls ' p e rs o n a l d a ta . T h e  w id e sp re a d  u se  o f  sm a rt c a rd s  an d  

v id e o  s u rv e illa n c e  h a s h e lp e d  th is  p ro c e s s . M y  c o n v e rs a tio n s  w ith  

m an a g e rs  su g g e s t th a t th e  climate within companies is changing.
S o m e  h a v e , in  th e  p a s t, re g a rd e d  p r iv a c y  la w s  as b u rd e n so m e  

a n d /o r u n n e ce s sa ry . T h e y  a re  n o w  m o re  l ik e ly  to  c o n s id e r  th em  

as a  u s e fu l m o d e l a n d  s t im u lu s  to  g o o d  m an ag em en t o f  p e rs o n a l 

d a ta  w h ic h  c a n  p ro v id e  c o m p e tit iv e  a n d  p u b lic  re la t io n s  b e n e fits .

T h e re  is  w id e sp re a d  re a lis a t io n  th a t the regulatory tools o f the 
1970's and 1980's have decreasing effectiveness, in  p a r t ic u la r , the  

re q u ire m e n t to  c o m p le te  d e ta ile d  re g is tra t io n  fo rm s , in  an  e ra  

w h e n  a lm o s t e v e ry  b u s in e s s  p ro c e s se s  p e rs o n a l d a ta  su b je c t to  th e  

la w . T h e  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  A u th o r it ie s  a re  le s s  a b le  to  c o p e  w ith  

a sse ss in g  su ch  an  in c re a s in g  m ass o f  d a ta . T h e re  is  a  tre n d  

to w a rd s  se e k in g  effective partnerships between the regulatory 
authorities and others w h o  c a n  h e lp  e n fo rc e  p r iv a c y  la w s , fo r  

e x a m p le , th e  u se  o f  la b o u r  in sp e c to rs  in  F ra n c e  a n d  p la n s  fo r  

a u d ito rs  to  c h e c k  o n  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  E u ro p e a n  la w s  in  th e  U S A .

T h e  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  A u th o r it ie s  re a lis e  th a t the  limits to their 
resources and specialisation m ean  th a t g u id a n ce  o r  c o d e s  o f  

c o n d u c t a re  b e co m in g  m o re  c o m m o n  th a n  le g a lly  b in d in g  ru le s  fo r  

s p e c if ic  s e c to rs , a n d  a re  o fte n  n e g o tia te d  w ith  th a t s e c to r. New 
challenges all the time, fo r  e x a m p le , th e  In te rn e t a n d  g e n e tic s , 

m e an  th a t th e  re g u la to rs  m u s t c o n s ta n t ly  b e  re s o u rc e fu l a n d  

c re a tiv e  in  in te rp re t in g  fu n d a m e n ta l p r in c ip le s  a n d  s e e k in g  

c o m p lia n c e  w ith  th e  la w s  in  p ra c t ic a l w a y s .

International co-operation between the Data Protection 
Authorities is increasing, e s p e c ia lly  a s a  re s u lt  o f  the  E U  D a ta  

P ro te c t io n  D ir e c t iv e . T h e  D ir e c t iv e  w il l  in  m a n y  w a y s  h a rm o n ise  

n o t o n ly  th e  d a ta  p ro te c tio n  la w s  o f  th e  15 E U  M e m b e r S ta te s , b u t 

is  a ls o  a lre a d y  h a v in g  an  im p a c t o n  th e  E U 's  m a jo r tra d in g  

p a rtn e rs , su ch  as C a n a d a , H o n g  K o n g  a n d  the  U S A .

O u r  n e w  b ro c h u re  w h ic h  w e  se n t y o u  in  Ja n u a ry  p ro v id e s  an  

o v e rv ie w  o f  o u r s e rv ic e s  in  4 0  ju r is d ic t io n s . O u r  m is s io n  re m a in s  

to  t ra c k  c h a n g in g  d a ta  p ro te c tio n  and  p r iv a c y  la w s  w o r ld w id e .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  h e lp in g  su s ta in  th is  in fo rm a tio n  n e tw o rk .
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