
□
British insurers adopt a policy 

statement on genetic data

The Association of British Insurers (ABI) issued 
a statem ent on February 18th 1997 setting out 
the policy of members of the Association on life 
insurance and genetic testing.

T o n y  B a k e r , A B I 's  D e p u ty  D ir e c to r  G e n e ra l, 

sa id : " L if e  in s u re rs  h a v e  a g re e d  to  s p e c ia l 

a rra n g e m e n ts  to  o p e ra te  fo r  th e  n e x t tw o  y e a rs  

re la t in g  to  th e  im p o rta n t a re a  o f  g e n e tic  te s t 

re s u lts . T h e  s ta te m e n t re p re se n ts  a  v e ry  c a re fu lly  

c o n s id e re d  a n d  re s p o n s ib le  c o n tr ib u t io n  fro m  the 

lif e  in su ra n c e  in d u s try  to  th e  n e w  c h a lle n g e s  

w h ic h  g e n e t ic  d e v e lo p m e n ts  m a y  p re se n t. I t is  

im p o rta n t th a t in s u ra n c e  c o m p a n ie s  c o n tin u e  to  see 

the  re s u lts  o f  g e n e tic  te sts  so  th a t th e y  c a n  m o n ito r  

d e v e lo p m e n ts  a n d  g au g e  a n y  f in a n c ia l im p a c t o n  

th e ir  c o m p a n y . H o w e v e r , th e  in d u s try  w il l  n o t 

a s k  a n y o n e  to  ta ke  a  g e n e tic  te s t w h e n  a p p ly in g  

fo r  l if e  in s u ra n c e ."  T h e  s ta te m en t c o n f irm s  th a t 

p e o p le  w is h in g  to  ta ke  o u t n e w  l if e  in su ra n c e  

p o lic ie s  w il l  c o n tin u e  to  b e  re q u ire d  to  re p o rt the  

re s u lts  o f  a n y  g e n e tic  te sts  a lre a d y  u n d e rta k e n .

Policy decisions
L if e  in s u re rs  h a v e  d e c id e d  o n  th e  fo llo w in g .

•  T h e y  w il l  n o t a s k  p e o p le  to  ta ke  g e n e tic  te sts 

w h e n  a p p ly in g  fo r  lif e  in su ra n c e .

•  F o r  n e w  a p p lic a t io n s  fo r  lif e  in su ra n c e  o f  u p  

to  a  to ta l o f  £ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  w h ic h  a re  d ir e c t ly  

lin k e d  to  a  n e w  m o rtg a g e  fo r  a  p r iv a te  

d w e llin g , th e  re s u lts  o f  a n y  g e n e tic  te sts  w il l  

n o t b e  ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t b y  th e  in su ra n c e  

c o m p a n y  i f  th e y  a re  to  th e  d e tr im e n t o f  the  

a p p lic a n t. A s  a t p re s e n t, a c c o u n t w il l  

c o n tin u e  to  b e  ta k e n  o f  fa m ily  h is to ry  a n d  o f  

o th e r m e d ic a l in fo rm a tio n .

•  F o r  n e w  a p p lic a t io n s  fo r  o th e r lif e  in su ra n c e  

p o lic ie s ,  in d iv id u a l c o m p a n ie s  w il l  d e c id e  

w h e th e r o r  n o t th e y  w is h  to  ta ke  a c c o u n t o f  

th e  re s u lts  o f  g e n e tic  te sts  p re v io u s ly  ta ke n .

•  In s u re rs  w il l  c o n s id e r  c o lla t in g  a ll in fo rm a tio n  

o n  p ro p o s a ls  fo r  lif e  in su ra n c e  w h e re  g e n e tic  

te s t re s u lts  a re  g iv e n , so  as to  h e lp  in fo rm e d  

d is c u s s io n s  o n  fu tu re  p o lic y  d e v e lo p m e n t an d

to  a s s is t in su ra n c e  co m p a n ie s  in  th e ir  

d is c u s s io n s  w ith  g e n e t ic is ts .

In  a n y  c o lla t io n , a ll s u ch  in fo rm a tio n  w o u ld  b e  

tre a te d  as s t r ic t ly  c o n f id e n t ia l a n d  w o r ld  n o t a llo w  

in d iv id u a ls  to  b e  id e n t if ie d . In fo rm a tio n  c o u ld  

th en  b e co m e  a v a ila b le  o n  th e  n u m b e r a n d  e x te n t 

o f  a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  lif e  in su ra n c e  w h e n ; th e  re s u lts  

o f  a  g e n e tic  te s t h a ve  h a d , o r  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d , an  

in flu e n c e  o n  the  p re m iu m  to  b e  ch a rg e d . T h is  

c o u ld  in c lu d e  d e ta ils  o f  the  ty p e  o f  g e n e tic  te s ts , 

th e  s iz e  o f  su m  in su re d  a n d  the  im p a c t, o r  

p o te n t ia l im p a c t, o n  the  p re m iu m  ch a rg e d . T h e  

c o lla te d  s ta tis t ic s  c o u ld  e n a b le  u s e fu l d a ta  to  b e  

b u ilt  u p  fo r  d is c u s s io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  A B l a n d  o th e r 

o rg a n is a tio n s .

Code of practice for genetic information
T h e  A B I  h as se t u p  a G e n e tic s  C o m m itte e  w h ic h  

w il l  ta ke  the  le a d  in  d ra w in g -u p  a n d  k e e p in g  

u p -to -d a te  a  p ro p o se d  co d e  o f  p ra c tic e  fo r  the  

in su ra n c e  in d u s try . T h e  C o m m itte e  c o m p ris e s  n o t 

o n ly  in s u re rs  b u t a ls o  in d iv id u a ls  fro m  o u ts id e  th e  

in d u s try  w ith  e x p e rtis e  in  le g a l, e th ic a l a n d  s o c ia l 

is su e s . I t w il l  lo o k  a t a re a s su ch  as in  :em a l 

c o n tro ls , the  ro le  o f  e a ch  in su ra n c e  c o m p a n y 's  

C h ie f  M e d ic a l O f f ic e r ,  a n d  a rra n g e m e n ts  fo r  

h a n d lin g  e n q u ir ie s  a n d  d isp u te s . O n e  o f  th e  

C o m m itte e  m e m b e rs  is  the  A B I 's  n e w ly  a p p o in te d  

g e n e tic  a d v is e r , P ro fe s s o r  S a n d y  R a e b u rn , b a sed  

a t the  U n iv e r s it y  o f  N o tt in g h a m 's  m e d ic a l g e n e tic  

c e n tre . H is  r e s p o n s ib ilit ie s  in c lu d e  th e  p ro v is io n  

o f  a c cu ra te  a n d  u p -to -d a te  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t 

g e n e tic  d e v e lo p m e n ts  to  A B I ,  in c lu d in g  th e  im p a c t 

o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  te s t and  its  re le v a n ce . H is  m e d ic a l 

ju d g e m e n ts  o f  g e n e tic  te sts  w il l  be  m ad e  

in d e p e n d e n tly . H e  w il l  b e  a v a ila b le  to  a s s is t w ith  

a n y  e n q u ir ie s  o r  d isp u te s  w h ic h  a r is e  c o n c e rn in g  

the  u se  o f  g e n e tic  te s t in fo rm a tio n .

s i irA B I  m e m b e rs  h ave  s t r ic t  p ro c e d u re s  in  p la c e  to  

e n su re  th a t g e n e tic  in fo rm a tio n  w il l  b e  tre a te d  in  

th e  sam e s t r ic t  w a y  as a ll o th e r s e n s it iv e  p e rs o n a l 

m e d ic a l d a ta . T h e  p o lic y  sta te m en t w if i b e  f u lly  

re v ie w e d  a g a in  in  1 999 .

Life Insurance and Genetics Policy Statement 
and Information Sheet are available 
51 Gresham Street, London, EC2V 
Tel: 0171 600 3333 Fax: 0171

from ABI, 
UK. 
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The AB I's  new  gen etics  policy will be explained at PL&B's Cambridge Conference, on July 3rd, 
1997, by Tony O'Leary of ERC Frankona Reassurance and a member of the ABI's Genetics Committee.
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