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The Privacy Laws & Business European Data Protection Laws Chart

C ountry Legislation D ate
E nacted

L ast
A m ended

CE
R atified
(see note)

R egistration /
N otification

M anual
R ecords

Legal
Persons

D ata E xport 
Licence 

R equired

A u s t r ia D a ta  P r o te c t io n  A c t 18  O c t  7 8 1 9 9 4 y e s a l l  d a ta y e s y e s s o m e  d a ta

B e lg iu m L a w  o n  th e  P r o te c t io n  o f  P r iv a t e  L if e  R e g a r d in g  th e  

P r o c e s s in g  o f  P e r s o n a l D a ta

8  D e c  9 2 y e s a l l  d a ta y e s n o s o m e  d a ta

C z e c h  a n d  

S lo v a k  R e p u b lic s

T h e  P r o te c t io n  o f  P e r s o n a l D a ta  in  I n fo rm a t io n  

S y s te m s  L a w

2 9  A p r  9 2 n o s o m e  d a ta n o n o n o

D e n m a rk P r iv a t e  R e g is te r s  A c t 8  J u n  7 8 1 9 8 7 y e s s o m e  d a ta y e s y e s s o m e  d a ta

1 OO/I y e s s o m e  d a ta y e s n o s o m e  d a tar  in lan d P ersona l D a ta  r i l e s  A c t 4  reD  o /

F ra n c e A c t  o n  D a ta  P r o c e s s in g , D a ta  F i le s  a n d  I n d iv id u a l 

L ib e r t ie s

6  J a n  7 8 1 9 9 4 y e s a l l  d a ta y e s y e s n o

G e rm a n y F e d e r a l D a ta  P r o te c t io n  A c t 2 7  J a n  7 7 1 9 9 1 y e s s o m e  d a ta y e s n o n o

G re e c e T h e  P r o te c t io n  o f  th e  I n d iv id u a l A g a in s t  P r o c e s s in g  

o f  P e r s o n a l D a ta

1 0  A p r  9 7 y e s a l l  d a ta y e s n o

G u e rn s e y D a ta  P r o te c t io n  ( B a il iw ic k  o f  G u e rn s e y )  L a w 2 8  M a y  8 6 n o a l l  d a ta n o n o n o

H u n g a r y P r o te c t io n  o f  P e r s o n a l D a ta  a n d  D is c lo s u r e  o f  D a ta  

o f  P u b lic  I n te re s t  A c t

2 7  O c t  9 2 y e s s o m e  d a ta y e s n o n o

I c e la n d A c t  C o n c e r n in g  th e  R e g is t r a t io n  a n d  H a n d lin g  o f  

P e r s o n a l D a ta

2 8  D e c  8 9 y e s a l l  d a ta y e s y e s a l l  d a ta

I re la n d D a ta  P r o te c t io n  A c t 13  J u l 8 8 n o s o m e  d a ta n o n o n o

I s le  o f  M a n D a ta  P r o te c t io n  A c t 1 6  J u l 8 6 n o a l l  d a ta n o n o n o

Italy (see note) L a w  o n  P r o te c t io n  o f  I n d iv id u a ls  a n d  O th e r  

S u b je c ts  R e g a rd in g  th e  P r o c e s s in g  o f  P e r s o n a l D a ta

31  D e c  9 6 y e s s o m e  d a ta y e s y e s s o m e  d a ta

J e r s e y D a ta  P r o te c t io n  ( J e r s e y )  L a w 3 0  A p r  8 7 1 9 9 2 n o a l l  d a ta n o n o n o

L u x e m b o u rg N o m in a l D a ta  ( A u t o m a t ic  P r o c e s s in g )  A c t 31  M a r  7 9 y e s a l l  d a ta n o y e s n o
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The Privacy Laws & Business European Data Protection Laws Chart (continued)
C o u n t r y L e g is la t io n D a te

E n a c t e d

L a s t

A m e n d e d

C E

R a t if ie d

R e g is t r a t io n /

N o t if ic a t io n

M a n u a l

R e c o r d s

L e g a l

P e r s o n s

D a t a  E x p o r t  

L ic e n c e

(see note) R e q u ir e d

M o n a c o D a ta  P r o te c t io n  L a w 2 3  D e c  9 3 n o n o y e s y e s n o

N e th e r la n d s D a ta  P r o te c t io n  A c t 2 8  D e c  8 8 y e s s o m e  d a ta y e s n o n o

N o rw a y P e r s o n a l D a ta  R e g is te r s  A c t 9  J im  7 8 1 9 9 4 y e s s o m e  d a ta y e s y e s s o m e  d a ta

P o r tu g a l P r o te c t io n  o f  P e r s o n a l D a ta  A c t 2 9  A p r  91 1 9 9 4 y e s a l l  d a ta n o n o a l l  d a ta

R u s s ia F e d e r a l L a w  N o . 2 4 - F Z 2 0  F e b  9 5 n o a l l  d a ta y e s n o so m e  d a ta

S lo v e n ia L a w  o n  P r o te c t io n  o f  P e r s o n a l D a ta 7  M a r  9 0 y e s a l l  d a ta y e s n o n o

S p a in L a w  o n  th e  R e g u la t io n  o f  th e  A u to m a te d  P r o c e s s in g  

o f  P e r s o n a l D a ta

2 9  O c t  9 2 y e s a l l  d a ta n o n o so m e  d a ta

S w e d e n D a ta  A c t 13 M a y  7 3 1 9 9 2 y e s a l l  d a ta n o n o so m e  d a ta

S w it z e r la n d F e d e r a l L a w  o n  D a ta  P r o te c t io n 1 9  J u n 9 2 n o so m e  d a ta y e s y e s n o

U n it e d  K in g d o m D a ta  P r o te c t io n  A c t 12  J u l 8 4 1 9 9 4 y e s a l l  d a ta n o n o n o

N o te s

* T h is  ta b le  is  in te n d e d  to  p ro v id e  a  s u m m a ry  o f  c e r ta in  a sp e c ts  o f  e a ch  la w . I t  is  n o t in te n d e d  to  b e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  o r  to  re n d e r le g a l o r  o th e r p ro fe s s io n a l a d v ic e . 
T h e  ta b le  is  b a se d  o n  in fo rm a t io n  a v a ila b le  a t 3 0 th  A p r i l  1 9 97 .

* A l l  E u ro p e a n  d a ta  p ro te c t io n  la w s , su b je c t to  v a r io u s  e x c e p tio n s , c o v e r  a u to m a te d  d a ta  in  b o th  p u b lic  a n d  p r iv a te  s e c to rs  re la t in g  to  p h y s ic a l p e rs o n s , g iv e  da ta  
su b je c ts  a  r ig h t  o f  a c ce ss  to  re c o rd s  o n  th e m se lv e s , to g e th e r w ith  a  r ig h t  o f  c o r r e c t io n  a n d /o r d e le t io n . A l l  g iv e  p o w e rs  to  a  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  A u th o r it y  to  im p o se  
o rd e rs  re s t r ic t in g  th e  e x p o rt  o f  d a ta  in  c e r ta in  c irc u m s ta n c e s , a n d  a ll c o n ta in  p ro v is io n s  fo r  im p o s in g  p e n a lt ie s  o n  th o se  w h o  b re a c h  th e  la w .

* I ta ly  - d a te s o f  e n try  in to  fo rc e : 8 th  M a y  1 9 97  fo r  a u to m a te d  da ta ; 1st J a n u a ry , 1998  fo r  m a n u a l d a ta .

* " C E "  m e an s the  C o u n c il o f  E u ro p e  Convention for the Protection o f Individuals with Regard to the Automatic Processing o f Personal Data ( in  fo rc e  O c to b e r  19 85 ).
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