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6. Concurs in Economic and Social Council reso-
lution 891 (XXXIV) of 26 July 1962 and endorses
the request in paragraph 6 thereof that Member States,
particularly those which are significantly involved in
or affected by current military programmes should
devote further attention to, and conduct any necessary
studies of, the detailed aspects of the economic and
social consequences of disarmament, with a view to
developing needed information, plans and policies for
making necessary economic and social adjustments in the
event of disarmament and in the successive stages
towards the achievement of complete disarmament, bear-
ing in mind the imperative needs of the developing
countries ;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to make available
to the General Assembly at its eighteenth session the
report prepared for the session of the FEconomic and
Social Council pursuant to Council resolution 891
(XXXIV); _

8. Invites the Secretary-General and the Govern-
ments of developing countries to intensify their efforts
to establish and implement soundly conceived projects
and well integrated development plans of a national
and regional character, as indicated in General As-
sembly resolution 1708 (XVI) of 19 December 1961,
the implementation of which may be accelerated as
part of an economic programme for disarmament at
such time as additional resources are released follow-
ing an agreement on general and complete disarmament
under effective international control, and requests the
Secretary-General to present his preliminary report
on this matter to the Assembly at a forthcoming session,
if possible at the eighteenth session;

9. Affirms that, pending an agreement on general
and complete disarmament under effective international
control, Member States should not relax their efforts
to assist the developing countries but should rather
accelerate such efforts.

1197th plenary meeting,
18 December 1962.

1838 (XVII). Population growth and economic
development

The General Assembly,

Considering that rapid economic and social progress
in the developing countries is dependent not least upon
the ability of these countries to provide their peoples
with education, a fair standard of living and the
possibility for productive work,

Considering further that economic development and
population growth are closely interrelated,

Recognizing that the health and welfare of the family
are of paramount importance, not only for obvious
humanitarian reasons, but also with regard to economic
development and social progress, and that the health
and welfare of the family require special attention in
aress with a relatively high rate of population growth,

Recognizing further that it is the responsibility of
each Government to decide on its own policies and
devise its own programmes of action for dealing with
the problems of population and economic and social
progress,

Reminding States Members of the United Nations
and members of the specialized agencies that, according
to recent census results, the effective population increase
during the last decade has been particularly great
in many of the low-income less developed countries,

Reminding Member States that in formulating their
economic and social policies it is useful to take into
account the latest relevant facts on the interrelation-
ship of population growth and economic and social
development, and that the forthcoming World Popula-
tion Conference and the Asian Population Conference
might throw new light on the importance of this
problem, especially for the developing countries,

Recalling its resolution 1217 (XII) of 14 December
1957, in which the General Assembly, inter alia,
invited Member States, particularly the developing
countries, to follow as closely as possible the inter-
relationship of economic changes and population changes,
and requested the Secretary-General to ensure the co-
ordination of the activities of the United Nations in
the demographic and economic fields,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution
820 B (XXXI) of 28 April 1961 which contains
provisions for intensifying efforts to ensure international
co-operation in the evaluation, analysis and utilization
of population census results and related data, particularly
in the less developed countries, and in which the
Council requested the Secretary-General to explore the
possibilities of increasing technical assistance funds for
assistance to Governments requesting it in preparing
permanent programmes of demographic research,

Recognizing that further studies and research are
necessary to fill the gaps in the present knowledge of
the causes and consequences of demographic trends,
particularly in the less developed countries,

Recognizing also that removals of large national
groups to other countries may give rise to ethnic,
political, emotional and economic difficulties,

1. Notes with appreciation the report of the
Secretary-General on measures proposed for the United
Nations Development Decade®! in which he refers,
inter alia, to the interrelationship of population growth
and economic and social development;

2. Expresses its appreciation of the work on popula-
tion problems which has up to now been carried out
under the guidance of the Population Commission;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to conduct an
inquiry among the Governments of States Members
of the United Nations and members of the specialized
agencies concerning the particular problems confronting
them as a result of the reciprocal action of economic
development and population changes;

4. Recommends that the Economic and Social Coun-
cil, in co-operation with the specialized agencies, the
regional economic commissions and the Population
Commission, and taking into account the results of the
inquiry referred to in paragraph 3 above, should
intensify its studies and research on the interrelation-
ship of population growth and economic and social
development, with particular reference to the needs of
the developing countries for investment in health and
educational facilities within the framework of their
general development programmes;

5. Further recommends that the Economic and Social
Council should report on its findings to the General
Assembly not later than at its nineteenth session;

6. Endorses the view of the Population Commission??
that the United Nations should encourage and assist
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Governments, especially those of the less developed
countries, in obtaining basic data and in carrying out
essential studies of the demographic aspects, as well
as other aspects, of their economic and social develop-
ment problems;

7. Recommends that the second World Population
Conference should pay special attention to the inter-

relationship of population growth and economic and
social development, particularly in the less developed
countries, and that efforts should be made to obtain
the fullest possible participation in the Conference by
experts from such countries.
1197th plenary meeting,
18 December 1962.

Note

United Nations programmes of technical co-operation (item 41)

At its 1197th plenary meeting, on 18 December 1962, the General Assembly
approved the recommendation of the Second Committee, as set forth in its
report,?® that the draft resolution submitted by Bolivia and Niger,?* should be
transmitted to the Economic and Social Council at its resumed thirty-fourth
session, for any appropriate action, including its transmittal to the Technical

Assistance Committee,

28 Official Records of the General Assembly, Secventeenth Session, Annexes, agenda
items 12, 40, 41 and 78, document A/5360, para. 29
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