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41/84. Development and strengthening of good-
neighbourliness between States

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the determination of the peoples of the
United Nations, as expressed in the Charter of the United
Nations, to practise tolerance and live together in peace
with one another as good neighbours,

Recalling the Declaration on Principles of International
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, approved by its resolution 2625 (XXV) of
24 October 1970,

Recalling its resolutions 1236 (XII) of 14 December
1957, 1301 (XIII) of 10 December 1958, 2129 (XX) of
21 December 1965, 34/99 of 14 December 1979, 36/101
of 9 December 1981, 37/117 of 16 December 1982,
38/126 of 19 December 1983 and 39/78 of 13 December
1984, as well as its decision 40/419 of 11 December 1985,

Bearing in mind that, for various reasons, there are par-
ticularly favourable opportunities for co-operation and
mutual advantage between neighbouring countries in
many fields and various forms, and that the development
of such co-operation may have a positive influence on in-
ternational relations as a whole,

Considering that the great changes of a political, eco-
nomic and social nature, as well as the scientific and tech-
nological advances that have taken place in the world and
led to unprecedented interdependence of nations, have
given new dimensions to good-neighbourliness in the con-
duct of States and increased the need to develop and
strengthen it,

Taking into account the working papers concerning the
development and strengthening of good-neighbourliness
between States, as well as the written replies sent by States
and international organizations on the content of good-
neighbourliness and on ways and means to enhance it, 4
the views expressed by States on this subject and the re-
ports of the Sub-Committee on Good-Neighbourliness set
up by the Sixth Committee,0

Recalling its opinion that it is necessary to continue to
examine the question of good-neighbourliness in order to
strengthen and develop its content, as well as ways and
modalities to enhance its effectiveness, and that the results
of this examination could be included, at an appropriate
time, in a suitable international document,

1. Reaffirms that good-neighbourliness fully conforms
with the purposes of the United Nations and shall be
founded upon the strict observance of the principles of the
United Nations as embodied in the Charter and in the
Declaration on Principles of International Law concern-
ing Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, and so
presupposes the rejection of any acts seeking to establish
zones of influence or domination;

2. Calls once again upon States, in the interest of the
maintenance of international peace and security, to de-
velop good-neighbourly relations, acting on the basis of
these principles;

3. Reaffirms that the generalization of the long prac-

tice of good-neighbourliness and of principles and rules
pertaining to it is likely to strengthen friendly relations

49 See A/36/376 and Add.l, A/37/476, A/38/336 and Add.l and
A/40/450 and Add.1 and 2.
50 A/C.6/40/L.28 and Corr.1 and A/C.6/41/L.14.

and co-operation among States in accordance with the
Charter;

4. Takes note of the report of the Sub-Committee on
Good-Neighbourliness,! which functioned within the
Sixth Committee during the forty-first session of the Gen-
eral Assembly;

5. Decidesto continue and complete at its forty-second
session, on the basis of the present resolution and the re-
port of the Sub-Committee, the task of identifying and
clarifying the elements of good-neighbourliness within the
framework of a sub-committee on good-neighbourliness;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-second session the item entitled “*‘Development and
strengthening of good-neighbourliness between States”.
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41/85. Declaration on Social and Legal Principles relat-
ing to the Protection and Welfare of Children,
with Special Reference to Foster Placement and

Adoption Nationally and Internationally

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/167 of 16 December 1981,
37/115 of 16 December 1982, 38/142 of 19 December
1983 and 39/89 of 13 December 1984, and its decision
40/422 of 11 December 1985,

Taking note of the draft Declaration on Social and Legal
Principles relating to the Protection and Welfare of Chil-
dren, with Special Reference to Foster Placement and
Adoption Nationally and Internationally, as submitted by
the Economic and Social Council by its resolution
1979/28 of 9 May 1979,

Taking note with appreciation of the work done on this
question in the Third and Sixth Committees, as well as the
efforts made by Member States representing different legal
systems, during the consultations held at Headquarters
from 16 to 27 September 1985 and early in the forty-first
session, to join in the common endeavour of completing
the work on the draft Declaration,

Adopts the Declaration on Social and Legal Principles
relating to the Protection and Welfare of Children, with
Special Reference to Foster Placement and Adoption Na-
tionally and Internationally, the text of which is annexed
to the present resolution.
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ANNEX

Declaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to the Protection
and Welfare of Children, with Special Reference to Foster Placement
and Adoption Nationally and Internationally

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,52 the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,3? the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,33 the International Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination3 and
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women,53

St A/C.6/41/L.14,

52 Resolution 217 A (1II).

53 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
54 Resolution 2106 A (XX), annex.

55 Resolution 34/180, annex



