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Assembly at its forty-second session on the implementa-
tion of the present resolution.

100th plenary meeting
8 December 1986

41/201. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief

Co-ordinator

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2816 (XXVI) of 14 December
1971, by which it established the Office of the United Na-
tions Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and, inter alia, recog-
nized the need to ensure prompt, effective and efficient re-
sponses, in times of natural disaster and other disaster
situations, that would bring to bear the resources of the
United Nations system, prospective donor countries and
voluntary agencies,

Recalling also its resolution 36/225 of 17 December
1981, by which it reaffirmed the mandate of the Office of
the Co-ordinator, called for the strengthening and im-
provement of the capacity and effectiveness of the Office,
and stressed the need to ensure prompt delivery of con-
certed relief through an efficient and effective co-
ordination system of humanitarian and disaster relief as-
sistance,

Recalling further its resolution 37/144 of 17 December
1982 and other relevant resolutions and decisions, includ-
ing Economic and Social Council resolutions 1983/47 of
28 July 1983 and 1984/60 of 26 July 1984, in which the
Assembly and the Council, inter alia, stressed the need to
strengthen and improve the capacity and effectiveness of
the Office of the Co-ordinator in order to attain an effec-
tive co-ordination system of humanitarian and disaster re-
lief assistance, and recognizing that, as a result of those
resolutions and decisions, there is now in place a workable
system to promote, facilitate and co-ordinate, on a world-
wide basis, relief activities carried out by the United Na-
tions system, in co-operation with Governments and
voluntary agencies, including the collection and dissemi-
nation of information on disaster assessment, priority
needs and donor assistance,

Convinced that there is a clear distinction between im-
mediate humanitarian emergency response and longer-
term development assistance and that there is a need to re-
spond to these in a co-ordinated manner, and noting in
this regard the different nature and functions of the Office
of the Co-ordinator and the United Nations Development
Programmie,

Noting that the number of disasters to which the United
Nations system was called upon to respond has increased
from twelve in 1980 to fifty-three in 1985,

Recognizing, in this connection, the importance of the
contribution of the International Committee of the Red
Cross, the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socie-
ties and other competent voluntary and non-governmental
organizations,

Recognizing also that the primary responsibility for ad-
ministration, relief operations and disaster preparedness
lies with the Governments of affected countries and that
the major part of the material assistance and human effort
in disaster relief comes from the Governments of those
countries,

Deeply concerned about the additional economic burden
placed upon the developing countries by devastating natu-
ral disasters and other disaster situations, as well as the
disruption of the development process in those countries,

Appreciating the contributions made by donors to sup-
port international relief operations, including those made
to the Trust Fund of the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator,

Recognizing that shortage of resources has been one of
the major constraints on an effective response of the
United Nations to disaster situations and continues to
hamper the full achievement of the aim of a rapid and ef-
fective response to the needs of countries affected by disas-
ters and that, if the shortage is to be overcome, efforts will
be required by the international community to provide
both funds and assistance in Kind,

Recalling, in this regard, its resolution 35/ 107 of
5 December 1980, in which it reaffirmed the necessity of
ensuring a continued sound financial basis for the Office of
the Co-ordinator,

Noting with appreciation that the agreements between
the Office of the Co-ordinator and other organizations of
the United Nations system, including the United Nations
Development Programme, which define areas and means
of co-operation, have helped to strengthen the collective
response of the United Nations system to disasters,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Sec-
retary-General on the activities of the Office of the United
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator3® and of the state-
ment made by the Co-ordinator before the Second Com-
mittee on 21 October 1986;55

2. Reaffirms the sovereignty of individual Member
States, recognizes the primary role of each State in caring
for the victims of disasters occurring in its territory and
stresses that all relief operations should be carried out and
co-ordinated in a manner consistent with the priorities
and needs of the countries concerned, and that the
material and other assistance provided by the interna-
tional community should be appropriate to the particular
needs of the populations of the disaster-affected areas;

3. Recognizes the importance of disaster preparedness
and prevention activities, and calls upon the Office of the
Co-ordinator, Governments and organizations concerned
to ensure that due priority attention is given to them;

4. Reaffirms the mandate of the Office of the United
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, established by the
General Assembly in resolution 2816 (XXVI) as the focal
point in the United Nations system for disaster relief co-
ordination, and calls for the reinforcement and improve-
ment of the capacity and effectiveness of the Office, with-
out prejudice to any decision taken by the General
Assembly in the context of the review of the efficiency of
the administrative and financial functioning of the United
Nations;56

5. Affirms that the Office of the Co-ordinator plays an
active role in executing United Nations Development Pro-
gramme-assisted projects in the field of disaster prepared-
ness;

6. Reiterates its call to all Governments and competent
organs and organizations to co-operate with the Office of
the Co-ordinator in order to improve, in particular, the
flow of information to Governments and organizations
concerned, so that a more complete picture of relief activi-
ties, assistance received and further requirements may be
provided to all concerned;

7. Calls upon those contributing assistance in kind to
provide, when appropriate, special grants to cover the
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costs of transport and distribution of the assistance to and
within the affected country;

8. Requests the Secretary-General and the United Na-
tions Disaster Relief Co-ordinator to intensify their efforts
to mobilize additional voluntary resources to meet the
needs arising from disaster and emergency situations;

9. Appeals to Governments to make urgent voluntary
contributions, directly or channelled through the Trust
Fund of the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator, to enable the Office to cover contingency ex-
penses in connection with disaster relief operations;

10. Recommends that, as the Co-ordinator phases out
his responsibility for disaster relief co-ordination in a
given country, he should contribute to ensuring the neces-
sary transition to the rehabilitation and reconstruction
phase by passing on relevant data to competent organs and
agencies of the United Nations system;

11. Emphasizes the essential need for the work of the
Office of the Co-ordinator to be placed and kept on a
sound financial basis, and calls upon the international
community to respond positively and expeditiously to the
appeal of the Secretary-General for contributions to the
Trust Fund to meet the needs arising from natural disas-
ters and other disaster situations;

12.  Welcomes the decision of the Secretary-General by
which a working group was established to review the
emergency response of the United Nations system in rela-
tion to the emergency situation in Africa;

13.  Stresses, in this regard, the need to take into ac-
count the experience gained by the United Nations in re-
sponding to the emergency situation in Africa and other
disaster situations, in strengthening the functioning and
capacity of the United Nations in the area of emergency
assistance;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report
on the implementation of the present resolution, including
a comprehensive review and assessment of the existing
mechanisms and arrangements within the system for
disaster and emergency assistance and co-ordination, to
the General Assembly at its forty-second session, through
the Economic and Social Council at its second regular ses-
sion of 1987.

100th plenary meeting
8 December 1986

41/202, Strengthened international economic co-
operation aimed at resolving external debt
problems of developing countries

The General Assembly,

Recalling its decision 40/474 of 20 June 1986, and the
questions listed therein,87

Recalling Trade and Development Board resolutions
165 (S-IX) of 11 March 197868 and 222 (XXI) of 27 Sep-
tember 1980,6°

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
entitled “‘International debt situation in mid-1986",70
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Taking note of the statements made by Member States
under this agenda item, particularly in the meetings held
in the plenary and the Second Committee of the General
Assembly during its fortieth and forty-first sessions,’!

Recognizing that debt servicing problems constitute a
severe and continuing burden which restricts the eco-
nomic and social development of many developing coun-
tries,

1. Agrees on the following elements and invites all
those involved to take them into account in addressing the
problems of external indebtedness of developing countries,
with a view to reaching equitable, durable and mutually
agreed solutions, taking into account the particular cir-
cumstances of each country:

(a) External indebtedness, viewed in an overall per-
spective, should be tackled within the framework of a
strengthened and improved strategy of co-operation of the
international community for sustained world economic
growth and development, particularly for developing
countries;

(b) Recognizing the competence of the multilateral fi-
nancial institutions, as well as that of the relevant special-
ized agencies, organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system within their respective mandates,
the interrelated issues of debt, money, finance, resource
flows, trade, commodities and development should be ad-
dressed in the context of their close interrelationship;

(¢) Ina spirit of common commitment and mutual co-
operation, stronger growth and development in develop-
ing countries should be encouraged, involving the partici-
pation of all countries concerned, particularly creditor
developed countries and debtor developing countries,
multilateral financial institutions and international private
banks, in addressing the debt problems of developing
countries;

(d) A lasting solution to the debt problem also requires
simultaneous and complementary actions in the areas of
economic policy that are mutually supportive, and in-
cludes:

(i) Effective national adjustment processes and struc-
tural changes, pursued within national development
priorities and objectives, which should be growth-
oriented; due regard should be paid to the economic,
social and development needs of each country in the
application of conditionality;

(i1) Supportive policies that encompass, inter alia, the
dismantling of protectionism and expansion of in-
ternational trade, increased financial flows, lending
programmes by the international financial institu-
tions and commercial banks in support of growth-
oriented measures, lower real interest rates, and im-
provements in commodity markets;

(iii) Coherent and co-ordinated policies on the part of
industrialized countries, including strengthened
multilateral surveillance, that promote a supportive
international economic environment conducive to
sustained and non-inflationary growth and adjust-
ments addressing the imbalances in the world
economy, including the reduction of trade imbal-
ances and the promotion of greater foreign ex-
change market stability;
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