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of detention or imprisonment in accordance with paragraph 1 of the pres-
ent principle, subject to reasonable conditions to ensure security and
good order in such places.

Principle 30

1. The types of conduct of the detained or imprisoned person that
constitute disciplinary offences during detention or imprisonment, the
description and duration of disciplinary punishment that may be inflicted
and the authorities competent to impose such punishment shall be speci-
fied by law or lawful regulations and duly published.

2. A detained or imprisoned person shall have the right to be heard
before disciplinary action is taken. He shall have the right to bring such
action to higher authorities for review.

Principle 31

The appropriate authorities shall endeavour to ensure, according to
domestic law, assistance when needed to dependent and, in particular,
minor members of the families of detained or imprisoned persons and
shall devote a particular measure of care to the appropriate custody of
children left without supervision.

Principle 32

1. A detained person or his counsel shall be entitled at any time to
take proceedings according to domestic law before a judicial or other
authority to challenge the lawfulness of his detention in order to obtain
his release without delay, if it is unlawful.

2. The proceedings referred to in paragraph 1 of the present principle
shall be simple and expeditious and at no cost for detained persons with-
out adequate means. The detaining authority shall produce without un-
reasonable delay the detained person before the reviewing authority.

Principle 33

1. A detained or imprisoned person or his counsel shall have the
right to make a request or complaint regarding his treatment, in particu-
lar in case of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, to
the authorities responsible for the administration of the place of deten-
tion and to higher authorities and, when necessary, to appropriate
authorities vested with reviewing or remedial powers.

2. In those cases where neither the detained or imprisoned person
nor his counsel has the possibility to exercise his rights under para-
graph 1 of the present principle, a member of the family of the detained
or imprisoned person or any other person who has knowledge of the case
may exercise such rights.

3. Confidentiality concerning the request or complaint shall be main-
tained if so requested by the complainant.

4. Every request or complaint shall be promptly dealt with and re-
plied to without undue delay. If the request or complaint is rejected or, in
case of inordinate delay, the complainant shall be entitled to bring it
before a judicial or other authority. Neither the detained or imprisoned
person nor any complainant under paragraph 1 of the present principle
shall suffer prejudice for making a request or complaint.

Principle 34

Whenever the death or disappearance of a detained or imprisoned per-
son occurs during his detention or imprisonment, an inquiry into the

cause of death or disappearance shall be held by a judicial or other
authority, either on its own motion or at the instance of 2 member of the
family of such a person or any person who has knowledge of the case.
When circumstances so warrant, such an inquiry shall be held on the
same procedural basis whenever the death or disappearance occurs
shortly after the termination of the detention or imprisonment. The find-
ings of such inquiry or a report thereon shall be made available upon re-
quest, unless doing so would jeopardize an ongoing criminal investiga-
tion.

Principle 35
1. Damage incurred because of acts or omissions by a public official
contrary to the rights contained in these principles shall be compensated
according to the applicable rules on liability provided by domestic law.

2. Information required to be recorded under these principles shall
be available in accordance with procedures provided by domestic law for
use in claiming compensation under the present principle.

Principle 36

L. A detained person suspected of or charged with a criminal offence
shall be presumed innocent and shall be treated as such until proved
guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guar-
antees necessary for his defence.

2. Thearrest or detention of such a person pending investigation and
trial shall be carried out only for the purposes of the administration of
Justice on grounds and under conditions and procedures specified by law.
The imposition of restrictions upon such a person which are not strictly
required for the purpose of the detention or to prevent hindrance to the
process of investigation or the administration of justice, or for the
maintenance of security and good order in the place of detention shall be
forbidden.

Principle 37

A person detained on a criminal charge shall be brought before a judi-
cial or other authority provided by law promptly after his arrest. Such
authority shall decide without delay upon the lawfulness and necessity of
detention. No person may be kept under detention pending investigation
or trial except upon the written order of such an authority. A detained
person shall, when brought before such an authority, have the right to
make a statement on the treatment received by him while in custody.

Principle 38

A person detained on a criminal charge shall be entitled to trial within
a reasonable time or to release pending trial.

Principle 39
Except in special cases provided for by law, a person detained on a
criminal charge shall be entitled, unless a judicial or other authority de-
cides otherwise in the interest of the administration of justice, to release
pending trial subject to the conditions that may be imposed in accor-
dance with the law. Such authority shall keep the necessity of detention
under review.

General clause
Nothing in this Body of Principles shall be construed as restricting or
derogating from any right defined in the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.58

8 See resolution 2200 A (XX1), annex.



