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44/140. Implementation of the United Nations Conven-
tion against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs

and Psychotropic Substances

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 33/168 of 20 December 1978,
35/195 of 15 December 1980, 36/132 of 14 December
1981, 36/168 of 16 December 1981, 37/168 of 17 Decem-
ber 1982, 37/198 of 18 December 1982, 38/93 and 38/122
of 16 December 1983, 39/141 and 39/143 of 14 December
1984, 40/120, 40/121 and 40/122 of 13 December 1985,
41/125, 41/126 and 41/127 of 4 December 1986, 42/111,
42/112 and 42/113 of 7 December 1987 and 43/120 of
8 December 1988 and other relevant provisions,

Noting that these resolutions led to the adoption on
19 December 1988 of the United Nations Convention
against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances!32 by a conference of plenipotentiaries con-
vened by the United Nations at Vienna from 25 November
to 20 December 1988,

Reaffirming the importance of the Convention for im-
proving international co-operation in that field and further
strengthening the existing international instruments for
the control of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances,
namely, the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of
1961, as amended by the 1972 Protocol Amending the Sin-
gle Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961,153 and the
Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971,!54

Noting with satisfaction the broad support granted to the
Convention, including signature and ratification,

Encouraging the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to be-
gin consideration of measures that could be recommended
to Governments for the implementation of the Conven-
tion,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the conclusions of the conference of
plenipotentiaries, 133

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the report on the conclusions of the conference of
plenipotentiaries that adopted the United Nations Con-
vention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances at Vienna;

2. Also expresses its appreciation to the States that par-
ticipated in the preparation and adoption of the Conven-
tion;

3.  Urges States that have not yet done so to proceed
rapidly to sign and to ratify the Convention, so that it may
enter into force as early as possible;

4. Also urges States to establish the necessary legisla-
tive and administrative measures so that their internal
juridical regulations may be compatible with the spirit and
scope of the Convention;

5. Invites States, to the extent that they are able to do
so, to apply provisionally the measures set forth in the
Convention, pending its entry into force for each of them;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to modify the sec-
tion of the annual reports questionnaire regarding the im-
plementation of international treaties so that the Commis-
sion on Narcotic Drugs, at its regular and special sessions,
may review the steps that States have taken to ratify, ac-
cept, approve or formally confirm the Convention;
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7. Invites the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, as the
principal United Nations policy-making body on the sub-
ject, to identify suitable measures to be taken prior to the
entry into force of the Convention,;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to assign the appro-
priate priority to providing the Division of Narcotic
Drugs of the Secretariat and the secretariat of the Interna-
tional Narcotics Control Board with the necessary finan-
cial, technical and human resources that would enable
them to carry out the additional responsibilities under the
Convention for the biennium 1990-1991;

9. Urges the Secretary-General to provide assistance to
States, at their request, to enable them to establish the
legislative and administrative measures necessary for the
implementation of the Convention;

10. Once again urges all States that have not yet done
so to ratify or to accede to the Single Convention on Nar-
cotic Drugs of 1961, as amended by the 1972 Protocol
Amending the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of
1961, and the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of
1971;

11.  Reguests the Secretary-General, within existing re-
sources and drawing, in particular, on funds available to
the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat,
to provide for, facilitate and encourage public information
activities relating to the Convention and also to dissemi-
nate the text of the Convention in the official languages of
the United Nations;

12.  Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session on the im-
plementation of the present resolution.
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44/141. Global programme of action against illicit nar-

cotic drugs

The General Assembly,

Alarmed by the dramatic increase in drug abuse and il-
licit production and trafficking in narcotics, which is
threatening the health and well-being of millions of peo-
ple, in particular youth, in the majority of countries of the
world,

Deeply concerned that the evolving drug problem is as-
suming new dimensions and is threatening the economic,
social and political structures of affected countries,
through acts of violence perpetrated against their demo-
cratic institutions and the extensive economic power of il-
licit drug organizations,

Commending the determined efforts of the Government
of Colombia to stop drug trafficking and recognizing the
importance of support for such efforts by the international
community,

Welcoming the increasing international attention to
these issues and the unflinching commitment demon-
strated at the highest levels by heads of Government and
State to increase their efforts and resources to achieve co-
ordinated action in the international fight against produc-
tion, trafficking and abuse of narcotic drugs,

Recognizing that the collective responsibility of States
for the campaign against the demand for, production of
and trafficking in illicit drugs requires intensified interna-
tional co-operation and joint action, including the capabil-
ity to provide, in appropriate forms, necessary support
and assistance, if requested by affected States, in order to



