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V1. STAFF

15. Recruitment

There shall be no discrimination in the recruitment of staff on
the grounds of race, colour, sex, age, language, religion, polit-
ical or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth
or other status. The policy regarding staff recruitment should
take into consideration national policies of affirmative action
and reflect the diversity of the offenders to be supervised.

Persons appointed to apply non-custodial measures should be
personally suitable and, whenever possible, have appropriate
professional training and practical experience. Such qualifica-
tions shall be clearly specified.

To secure and retain qualified professional staff, appropriate
service status, adequate salary and benefits commensurate
with the nature of the work should be ensured and ample op-
portunities should be provided for professional growth and ca-
reer development.

16. Staff training

The objective of training shall be to make clear to staff their
responsibilities with regard 1o rehabilitating the offender, en-
suring the offender’s rights and protecting society. Training
should also give staff an understanding of the need to co-op-
erate in and co-ordinate activities with the agencies concerned.

Before entering duty, staff shall be given training that includes
instruction on the nature of non-custodial measures, the pur-
poses of supervision and the various modalities of the applica-
tion of non-custodial measures.

After entering on duty, staff shall maintain and improve their
knowledge and professional capacity by attending in-service
training and refresher courses. Adequate facilities shall be
made available for that purpose.

VII. VOLUNTEERS AND OTHER COMMUNITY RESOURCES

17. Public participation

Public participation should be encouraged as it is a major
resource and one of the most important factors in improving
ties between offenders undergoing non-custodial measures
and the family and community. It should complement the ef-
forts of the criminal justice administration.

Public participation should be regarded as an opportunity for
members of the community to contribute to the protection of
their society.

18. Public understanding and co-operation

Government agencies, the private sector and the general pub-
lic should be encouraged to support voluntary organizations
that promote non-custodial measures.

Conferences, seminars, symposia and other activities should be
regularly organized to stimulate awareness of the need for pub-
lic participation in the application of non-custodial measures.

All forms of the mass media should be utilized to help to create
a constructive public attitude, leading to activities conducive
to a broader application of non-custodial treatment and the
social integration of offenders.

Every effort should be made to inform the public of the im-
portance of its role in the implementation of non-custodial
measures.

19. Volunteers

Volunteers shall be carefully screened and recruited on the
basis of their aptitude for and interest in the work involved.
They shall be properly trained for the specific responsibilities
to be discharged by them and shall have access to support and
counselling from, and the opportunity to consult with, the com-
petent authority.

Volunteers should encourage offenders and their families to
develop meaningful ties with the community and a broader
sphere of contact by providing counselling and other appropri-
ate forms of assistance according to their capacity and the
offenders’ needs.

Volunteers shall be insured against accident, injury and public
liability when carrying out their duties. They shall be reim-
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bursed for authorized expenditures incurred in the course of
their work. Public recognition should be extended to them for
the services they render for the well-being of the community.

RESEARCH, PLANNING, POLICY FORMULATION AND EVALUATION

20. Research and planning

As an essential aspect of the planning process, efforts should
be made to involve both public and private bodies in the orga-
nization and promotion of research on the non-custodial treat-
ment of offenders.

Research on the problems that confront clients, practitioners,
the community and policy makers should be carried out on a
regular basis.

Research and information mechanisms should be built into the
criminal justice system for the collection and analysis of data
and statistics on the implementation of non-custodial treat-
ment for offenders.

21. Policy formulation and programme development

Programmes for non-custodial measures should be systemati-
cally planned and implemented as an integral part of the crim-
inal justice system within the national development process.

Regular evaluations should be carried out with a view to im-
plementing non-custodial measures more effectively.

Periodic reviews should be conducted to assess the objectives,
functioning and effectiveness of non-custodial measures.

22. Linkages with relevant agencies and activities

Suitable mechanisms should be evolved at various levels to fa-
cilitate the establishment of linkages between services respon-
sible for non-custodial measures, other branches of the
criminal justice system, social development and welfare agen-
cies, both governmental and non-governmental, in such fields
as health, housing, education and labour, and the mass media.

23. Imernational co-operation

Efforts shall be made to promote scientific co-operation be-
tween countries in the field of non-institutional treatment. Re-
search, training, technical assistance and the exchange of
information among Member States on non-custodial measures
should be strengthened, through the United Nations institutes
for the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders, in
close collaboration with the Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Branch of the Centre for Social Development and Hu-
manitarian Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.

Comparative studies and the harmonization of legislative pro-
visions should be furthered to expand the range of non-insti-
tutional options and facilitate their application across national
frontiers, in accordance with the Model Treaty on the Transfer
of Supervision of Offenders Conditionally Sentenced or Con-
ditionally Released.™

Basic Principles for the Treatment of Pris-
oners

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the long-standing concern of the
United Nations for the humanization of criminal justice
and the protection of human rights,

Bearing in mind also that sound policies of crime pre-
vention and control are essential to viable planning for
economic and social development,

Recognizing that the Standard Minimum Rules for
the Treatment of Prisoners,” adopted by the First
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders, are of great value and
influence in the development of penal policy and prac-

tice,

837Rcsolulion 45/119, annex.
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Considering the concern of previous United Nations
congresses on the prevention of crime and the treat-
ment of offenders, regarding the obstacles of various
kinds that prevent the full implementation of the Stan-
dard Minimum Rules,

Believing that the full implementation of the Stan-
dard Minimum Rules would be facilitated by the artic-
ulation of the basic principles underlying them,

Recalling resolution 10 on the status of prisoners and
resolution 17 on the human rights of prisoners, adopted
by the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Preven-
tien of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,”

Recalling also the statement submitted at the tenth
session of the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control by Caritas Internationalis, the Commission of
the Churches on International Affairs of the World
Council of Churches, the International Association of
Educators for World Peace, the International Council
for Adult Education, the International Federation of
Human Rights, the International Prisoners’ Aid Asso-
ciation, the International Union of Students, the World
Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations and
the World Council of Indigenous Peoples,® which are
non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council, category II,

Recalling further the relevant recommendations con-
tained in the report of the Interregional Preparatory
Meeting for the Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders
on topic II, “Criminal justice policies in relation to
problems of imprisonment, other penal sanctions and
alternative measures”,’®

Aware that the Eighth Congress coincided with Inter-
national Literacy Year, proclaimed by the General As-
sembly in its resolution 42/104 of 7 December 1987,

Desiring to reflect the perspective noted by the Sev-
enth Congress, namely, that the function of the criminal
justice system is to contribute to safeguarding the basic
values and norms of society,

Recognizing the usefulness of drafting a declaration
on the human rights of prisoners,

Affirms the Basic Principles for the Treatment of
Prisoners, contained in the annex to the present reso-
lution, and requests the Secretary-General to bring
them to the attcntion of Member States.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

ANNEX

Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners

1. All prisoners shall be treated with the respect due to their in-
herent dignity and value as human beings.

2. There shall be no discrimination on the grounds of race, colour,
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status.

3. Ttis, however, desirable to respect the religious beliefs and cui-
tural precepts of the group to which prisoners belong, whenever local
conditions so require.

4. The responsibility of prisons for the custody of prisoners and
for the protection of society against crime shall be discharged in keep-
ing with a State’s other social objectives and its fundamental respon-
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sibilities for promoting the well-being and development of all mem-
bers of society.

5. Except for those limitations that are demonstrably necessitated
by the fact of incarceration, all prisoners shall retain the human rights
and fundamental freedoms set out in the Universal Declaration of
Human Right55 and, where the State concerned is a party, the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights® and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional
Protocol thereto,™ as well as such other rights as are set out in other
United Nations covenants.

6. All prisoners shall have the right to take part in cultural activi-
ties and education aimed at the full development of the human per-
sonality.

7. Efforts addressed to the abolition of solitary confinement as a
punishment, or to the restriction of its use, should be undertaken and
encouraged.

8. Conditions shall be created enabling prisoners to undertake
meaningful remunerated employment which will facilitate their rein-
tegration into the country’s labour market and permit them to con-
tribute to their own financial support and to that of their families.

9. Prisoners shall have access to the health services available in the
country without discrimination on the grounds of their legal situation.

10. With the participation and help of the community and social
institution, and with due regard to the interests of victims, favourable
conditions shall be created for the reintegration of the ex-prisoner into
society under the best possible conditions.

11. The above Principles shall be applied impartially.

45/112. United Nations Guidelines for the Preven-
tion of Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh
Guidelines)

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,’ the International Covenant on Economic, So-
cial and Cultural Rights®® and the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights,* as well as other in-
ternational instruments pertaining to the rights and
well-being of young persons, including relevant stan-
dards established by the International Labour Or-
ganisation,

Bearing in mind also the Declaration of the Rights of
the Child,* the Convention on the Rights of the Child*?
and the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for
the Administration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing
Rules),®

Recalling General Assembly resolution 40/33 of 29
November 1985, by which the Assembly adopted the
Beijing Rules recommended by the Seventh United Na-
tions Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders,

Recalling that the General Assembly, in its resolution
40/35 of 29 November 1985, called for the development
of standards for the prevention of juvenile delinquency
which would assist Member States in formulating and
implementing specialized programmes and policies,
emphasizing assistance, care and community involve-
ment, and called upon the Economic and Social Coun-
cil to report to the Eighth United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offend-
ers on the progress achieved with respect to these stan-
dards, for review and action,

Recalling also that the Economic and Social Council,
in section II of its resolution 1986/10 of 21 May 1986,
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