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porteur appointed to examine incidents and govern-
mental actions in all parts of the world that are in-
compatible with the provisions of the Declaration and
to recommend remedial measures as appropriate;

14. Notes that the Commission on Human Rights
welcomed the working paper prepared by Mr. Theo van
Boven,'% member of the Sub-Commission on Preven-
tion of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,
which contained a compilation of provisions relevant to
the elimination of intolerance and discrimination based
on religion or belief, as well as the issues and factors to
be considered before any drafting of a further binding
international instrument, and emphasizes, in this con-
nection, the relevance of General Assembly resolution
41/120 of 4 December 1986 entitled “Setting interna-
tional standards in the field of human rights”;

15. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to
continue its consideration of measures to implement
the Declaration and to report, through the Economic
and Social Council, to the General Assembly at its
forty-sixth session;

16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its forty-sixth session the item entitled “Elimination of
all forms of religious intolerance” and to consider the
report of the Commission on Human Rights under that
item.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/137. International Conference on the Plight of Ref-
ugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in

Southern Africa

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 44/136 of 15 December 1989,

Gravely concerned about the continuous deteriora-
tion of the situation in southern Africa arising from the
domination and oppression of the people of South Af-
rica by the minority racist régime of South Africa,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral,'*’

Conscious of its responsibility to provide economic,
material and humanitarian assistance to independent
States in southern Africa in order to assist them in cop-
ing with the situation resulting from the acts of aggres-
sion and destabilization committed by the apartheid
régime of South Africa,

Noting with appreciation the consultations under-
taken by the Secretary-General to establish within the
United Nations system a mechanism to ensure the im-
plementation and overall co-ordination of relief pro-
grammes for internally displaced persons,

Convinced of the necessity to strengthen the capacity
of the identified focal points within the United Nations
system for the implementation and the overall co-ordi-
nation of relief programmes for internally displaced
persons,

Noting with indignation that South Africa’s policy of
apartheid and its direct and indirect acts of aggression,
intimidation and destabilization through armed terror-
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ists continue to be the main causes of refugee flows and
increasing displacement of persons in southern Africa,

Convinced also that there is an urgent need for the
international community to extend maximum and con-
certed assistance to southern African countries shelter-
ing refugees, returnees and displaced persons and also
to highlight the plight of these persons,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General;

2. Reaffirms the need to continue the implementa-
tion of the Oslo Declaration and Plan of Action on the
Plight of Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons
in Southern Africa!® adopted by the International Con-
ference on the Plight of Refugees, Returnees and Dis-
placed Persons in Southern Africa, held at Oslo from
22 to 24 August 1988;

3. Expresses its gratitude to the countries and orga-
nizations that have given assistance to the countries of
southern Africa to enable them to cope with the situa-
tion of refugees, returnees and displaced persons in
their territories;

4. Calls upon the international community to pro-
vide increased assistance to the countries of southern
Africa to enable them to strengthen their capacity to
provide the necessary facilities and services for the care
and well-being of the refugees, returnees and displaced
persons in their territories;

5. Reiterates its appreciation to the Secretary-Gen-
eral for his efforts, on behalf of the international com-
munity, to organize and mobilize special programmes
of economic assistance for the front-line and other
neighbouring States to help them to withstand the ef-
fects of the acts of aggression and destabilization com-
mitted by the apartheid régime of South Africa;

6. Notes with appreciation the efforts made by the
Secretary-General, the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees and the Administra-
tor of the United Nations Development Programme to
implement the specific tasks and responsibilities as-
signed to them in the Oslo Declaration and Plan of Ac-
tion, and encourages them to continue their efforts;

7. Endorses the recommendation of the Secretary-
General aimed at assigning to the United Nations res-
ident co-ordinators the function of co-ordinating assis-
tance for internally displaced persons, in close
co-operation with Governments, local representatives
of donor countries and United Nations agencies in the
field;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to strengthen the
capacity of the identificd focal points at the field level
to enable them to respond more effectively to govern-
ment requests for assistance to refugees and displaced
persons;

9. Once again urges all Member States, organiza-
tions of the United Nations system and governmental
and non-governmental organizations to undertake the
measures required of them under the Oslo Declaration
and Plan of Action;
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10. Decides to consider this question at its forty-
sixth session on the basis of a report to be submitted by
the Secretary-General.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/138. Enlargement of the Executive Committee of
the Programme of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees

The General Assembly,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1990/55 of 24 July 1990 on the enlargement of the
Executive Committee of the Programme of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,

Taking note also of the note verbale dated 17 May
1990 from the Permanent Representative of the Philip-
pines to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-
General'* regarding the enlargement of the Executive
Committee of the Programme of the High Commis-
sioner,

1. Decides to increase the membership of the Exec-
utive Committee of the Programme of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees from forty-
three to forty-four;

2. Requests the Economic and Social Council to
elect the one additional member at its first regular ses-
sion of 1991.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/139. Emergency humanitarian assistance to Liberian
refugees and displaced persons

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the civil strife that has in the past
year ravaged the West African State of Liberia, deci-
mated its population and forced thousands of Liberians
to become refugees abroad or displaced persons within
their own homeland,

Having considered the report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees,?® in which he asserts
that developments in the West African subregion ne-
cessitate new emergency operations,

Deeply concerned about the mass exodus of innocent
victims of the Liberian civil strife into neighbouring
West African countries and the enormous burden that
this movement has placed on the infrastructure and al-
ready insufficient resources of the West African coun-
tries concerned,

Aware that the majority of the refugees and displaced
persons are women and children, who are particularly
vulnerable to the hardship imposed on them by the un-
fortunate circumstances,

Noting the determined and sustained efforts being
made by the Governments of the West African coun-
tries hardest hit by the crisis to cater to and restore faith
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and hope among the Liberian refugees in their coun-
tries,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-Gen-
eral for having taken steps to encourage continued and
concerted international action in favour of Liberian ref-
ugees and displaced persons;

2. Acknowledges, with grateful appreciation, the
emergency humanitarian assistance provided by the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and
the governmental and intergovernmental agencies to
the thousands of Liberian refugees and displaced per-
sons in the West African subregion;

3. _Appeals to the organizations of the United Na-
tions system, Member States and international and vol-
untary organizations, including non-governmental or-
ganizations in consultative status with the Economic
and Social Council, to intensify urgent humanitarian
and other assistance for the relief and rehabilitation of
the victims of the Liberian civil strife taking refuge in
neighbouring West African countries;

4. Also appeals to the organizations of the United
Nations system, governmental and intergovernmental
bodies, as well as non-governmental organizations, to
provide the necessary material and financial assistance
for the return and rescttlement of the victims of the Li-
berian civil war;

5. Requests the High Commissioner to continue his
cfforts to mobilize additional resources necessary for
the rehabilitation of Liberian refugees and displaced
persons and to find a durable solution to the problem
of Liberian refugees;

6. Requests thc Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the Office of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, to report on the implementation
of the present resolution to the General Assembly at its
forty-sixth session.

08th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/140. Office of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees

A
The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees on the activities of his
Office,2® as well as the report of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Programme of the High Commissioner on
the work of its forty-first session,?! noting the state-
ment made by the Officer-in-Charge of the Office of
the High Commissioner on 15 November 1990, and
having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the International Conference on Indo-Chinese Ref-
ugees, %

Recalling its resolutions 44/137 and 44/138 of 15 De-
cember 1989,

Reaffirming the purely humanitarian and non-politi-
cal character of the activities of the Office of the High
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