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3. Calis upon the nuclear-weapon States which have
not done so to respond positively to this proposal and to
extend the necessary cooperation in the efforts to establish
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to communicate
with the States of the region and other concerned States in
order to ascertain their views on the issue and to promote
consultations among them with a view to exploring the best
possibilities of furthering the efforts for the establishment
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on the
subject to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses-
sion;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “Establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia”.
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46/32. Conclusion of effective international arrange-
ments to assure non-nuclear-weapon States
against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the need to allay the legitimate concern
of the States of the world with regard to ensuring lasting
security for their peoples,

Convinced that nuclear weapons pose the greatest threat
to mankind and to the survival of civilization,

Welcoming the progress achieved in recent years in both
nuclear and conventional disarmament,

Noting that, despite recent progress in the field of nu-
clear disarmament, further efforts are necessary towards
the achievement of the goal of general and complete dis-
armament under effective international control,

Also convinced that nuclear disarmament and the com-
plete elimination of nuclear weapons are essential to re-
move the danger of nuclear war,

Determined strictly to abide by the relevant provisions
of the Charter of the United Nations on the non-use of
force or threat of force,

Recognizing that the independence, territorial integrity
and sovereignty of non-nuclear-weapon States need to be
safeguarded against the use or threat of use of force, in-
cluding the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Considering that, until nuclear disarmament is achieved
on a universal basis, it is imperative for the international
community to develop effective measures and arrange-
ments to ensure the security of non-nuclear-weapon States
against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons from
any quarter,

Recognizing also that effective measures and arrange-
ments to assure the non-nuclear-weapon States against the
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons can contribute posi-
tively to the prevention of the spread of nuclear weapons,

Bearing in mind paragraph 59 of the Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,? the
first special session devoted to disarmament, in which it
urged the nuclear-weapon States to pursue efforts to con-
clude, as appropriate, effective arrangements to assure

non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use
of nuclear weapons, and desirous of promoting the imple-
mentation of the relevant provisions of the Final Docu-
ment,

Recalling the relevant parts of the special report of the
Committee on Disarmament,® submitted to the General As-
sembly at its twelfth special session,' the second special
session devoted to disarmament, and of the special report
of the Conference on Disarmament submitted to the As-
sembly at its fifteenth special session,'s the third special
session devoted to disarmament, as well as of the report of
the Conference on its 1991 session,'

Recalling also paragraph 12 of the Declaration of the
1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade, contained in
the annex to its resolution 35/46 of 3 December 1980,
which states, inter alia, that all efforts should be exerted
by the Committee on Disarmament urgently to negotiate
with a view to reaching agreement on effective interna-
tional arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States
against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Noting the in-depth negotiations undertaken in the Con-
ference on Disarmament and its Ad Hoc Committee on
Effective International Arrangements to Assure Non-
Nuclear-Weapon States against the Use or Threat of Use
of Nuclear Weapons, with a view to reaching agreement
on this item,

Taking note of the proposals submitted under that item
in the Conference on Disarmament, including the drafts of
an international convention,

Taking note also of the final document on intemational
security and disarmament adopted by the Ninth Conference
of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun-
tries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989, as
well as the relevant recommendations of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference reiterated in the Final Commu-
niqué of the Twentieth Islamic Conference of Foreign Min-
isters, held at Istanbul from 4 to 8 August 1991,'% calling
upon the Conference on Disarmament to reach an urgent
agreement on an international convention to assure non-
nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons,

Taking note further of the unilateral declarations made
by all nuclear-weapon States on their policies of non-use
or non-threat of use of nuclear weapons against non-
nuclear-weapon States,

Noting the support expressed in the Conference on Dis-
armament and in the General Assembly for the elaboration
of an international convention to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons, as well as the difficulties pointed out in evolving
a common approach acceptable to all,

Noting also the greater willingness to overcome the dif-
ficulties encountered in previous years,

Recalling its relevant resolutions adopted in previous
years, in particular resolution 45/54 of 4 December 1990,

1. Reaffirms the urgent need to reach an early agree-
ment on effective international arrangements to assure
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use
of nuclear weapons;

2. Notes with satisfaction that in the Conference on
Disarmament there is no objection, in principle, to the idea
of an international convention to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
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weapons, although the difficulties as regards evolving a
common approach acceptable to all have also been pointed
out;

3. Appeals to all States, especially the nuclear-weapon
States, to work actively towards an early agreement on a
common approach and, in particular, on a common formula
that could be included in an international instrument of a
legaily binding character;

4. Recommends that further intensive efforts should be
devoted to the search for such a common approach or com-
mon formula and that the various alternative approaches,
including, in particular, those considered in the Conference
on Disarmament, should be further explored in order to
overcome the difficulties;

S. Recommends also that the Conference on Disarma-
ment should actively continue intensive negotiations with
a view to reaching early agreement and concluding effec-
tive international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons, taking into account the widespread support for
the conclusion of an international convention and giving
consideration to any other proposals designed to secure the
same objective;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “Conclusion of ef-
fective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons”,

65th plenary meeting
6 December 1991

46/33. Prevention of an arms race in outer space

The General Assembly,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in the
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Reaffirming the will of all States that the exploration and
use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial
bodies, shall be for peaceful purposes, shall be carried out
for the benefit and in the interest of all countries, irrespec-
tive of their degree of economic or scientific development,
and shall be the province of all mankind,

Reaffirming also provisions of articles IlI and IV of the
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, '

Recalling the obligation of all States to observe the pro-
visions of the Charter of the United Nations regarding the
use or threat of use of force in their international relations,
including in their space activities,

Reaffirming further paragraph 80 of the Final Document
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,? in
which it is stated that in order to prevent an arms race in
outer space further measures should be taken and appropri-
ate international negotiations held in accordance with the
spirit of the Treaty,

Recalling also its previous resolutions on this issue
and the Declaration adopted by the Ninth Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non- Aligned Countries,
held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989,'7 and taking
note of the proposals submitted to the General Assembly
at its tenth special session and at its regular sessions, and

of the recommendations made to the competent organs
of the United Nations and to the Conference on Disarma-
ment,

Recognizing the grave danger for international peace and
security of an arms race in outer space and of developments
contributing to it,

Emphasizing the paramount importance of strict compli-
ance with existing arms limitation and disarmament agree-
ments relevant to outer space, including bilateral agree-
ments, and with the existing legal regime concerning the
use of outer space,

Considering that wide participation in the legal regime
applicable to outer space could contribute to enhancing its
effectiveness,

Noting that bilateral negotiations between the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of Amer-
ica have continued since 1985 with the declared objective
of working out effective agreements aimed, inter alia, at
preventing an arms race in outer space,

Welcoming the re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space at
the 1991 session of the Conference on Disarmament, in the
exercise of the negotiating responsibilities of this sole
multilateral body on disarmament, to continue to examine
and identify, through substantive and general considera-
tion, issues relevant to the prevention of an arms race in
outer space,

Noting also that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Preven-
tion of an Arms Race in Outer Space, taking into account
its previous efforts since its establishment in 1985 and
seeking to enhance its functioning in qualitative terms,
continued the examination and identification of various
issues, existing agreements and existing proposals, as well
as future initiatives relevant to the prevention of an arms
race in outer space,?® and that this contributed to a better
understanding of a number of problems and to a clearer
perception of the various positions,

Emphasizing the mutually complementary nature of bi-
lateral and multilateral efforts in the field of preventing an
arms race in outer space, and hoping that concrete results
will emerge from these efforts as soon as possible,

Convinced that further measures should be examined in
the search for effective and verifiable bilateral and multi-
lateral agreements in order to prevent an arms race in outer
space,

Recalling in this context its resolution 45/55 B of 4 Decem-
ber 1990 which, inter alia, reaffirmed the importance of
confidence-building measures as means conducive to en-
suring the attainment of the objective of the prevention of
an arms race in outer space,

1. Reaffirms the importance and urgency of preventing
an arms race in outer space and the readiness of all States
to contribute to that common objective, in conformity with
the provisions of the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Quter
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies;

2. Reaffirms its recognition, as stated in the report of
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race
in Outer Space, that the legal regime applicable to outer
space by itself does not guarantee the prevention of an
arms race in outer space, that this legal regime plays a sig-
nificant role in the prevention of an arms race in that en-
vironment, that there is a need to consolidate and reinforce



