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47/39. Convention on the Prohibition of the Develop- Also convinced that the Convention, particularly as

ment, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction

The General Assembly,

Recalling the long-standing determination of the inter-
national community to achieve the effective prohibition of
the development, production, stockpiling and use of
chemical weapons, and their destruction, as well as the
continuing support for measures to uphold the authority of
the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of As-
phyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriologi-
cal Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June
1925,2 as expressed by consensus in many previous reso-
lutions,

Recalling in particular its resolution 46/35 C of 6 De-
cember 1991, in which the Assembly strongly urged the
Conference on Disarmament, as a matter of the highest pri-
ority, to resolve outstanding issues so as to achieve a final
agreement on a convention on the prohibition of the devel-
opment, production, stockpiling and use of chemical weap-
ons and on their destruction during its 1992 session,

Bearing in mind the Final Declaration of the Conference
of States Parties to the 1925 Geneva Protocol and Other
Interested States,? held in Paris from 7 to 11 January 1989,
in which participating States stressed their determination
to prevent any recourse to chemical weapons by com-
pletely eliminating them,

Determined to make progress towards general and com-
plete disarmament under strict and effective international
control, including the prohibition and elimination of all
types of weapons of mass destruction,

Convinced, therefore, of the urgent necessity of a total
ban on chemical weapons, so as to abolish an entire cate-
gory of weapons of mass destruction, and thus to eliminate
the risk to mankind of renewed use of these inhumane
weapons,

Welcoming the draft Convention on the Prohibition of
the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction,? adopted by
the Conference on Disarmament and contained in its re-
port, the result of many years of intensive negotiations,
which constitutes an historic achievement in the field of
arms control and disarmament,

adherence to it approaches universality, will contribute to
the maintenance of international peace and improve the
security of all States and that it therefore merits the strong
support of the entire international community,

Further convinced that the implementation of the Con-
vention should promote expanded international trade, tech-
nological development and economic cooperation in the
chemical sector, in order to enhance the economic and
technological development of all States parties,

Determined to ensure the efficient and cost-effective
implementation of the Convention,

Recalling the support for the prohibition of chemical
weapons expressed in the declaration by representatives of
the world’s chemical industry at the Government-Industry
Conference against Chemical Weapons, held at Canberra
from 18 to 22 September 1989,°

Bearing in mind the relevant references to the Conven-
tion in the final documents of the Tenth Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held at Jakarta from 1 to 6 September 1992,%

Welcoming the invitation of the President of the French
Republic to participate in a ceremony to sign the Conven-
tion in Paris on 13 January 1993,

1. Commends the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemi-
cal Weapons and on Their Destruction, as contained in the
report of the Conference on Disarmament;

2. Regquests the Secretary-General, as depositary of the
Convention, to open it for signature in Paris on 13 January
1993;

3. Calls upon all States to sign and, thereafter, accord-
ing to their respective constitutional processes, to become
parties to the Convention at the earliest possible date, thus
contributing to its rapid entry into force and to the early
achievement of universal adherence;

4. Also calls upon all States to ensure the effective im-
plementation of this unprecedented, global, comprehen-
sive and verifiable multilateral disarmament agreement,
thereby enhancing cooperative multilateralism as a basis
for international peace and security;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide
such services as may be requested by the signatory
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Statesto initiate the work of the Preparatory Commission
for the Organization on the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons;

6. Further requests the Secretary-General, as deposi-
tary of the Convention, to report to the General Assembly
at its forty-eighth session on the status of signatures and
ratifications of the Convention.

74th plenary meeting
30 November 1992

47/43. Scientific and technological developments and
their impact on international security

The General Assembly,

Recalling that at its tenth special session, the first special
session devoted to disarmament, it unanimously stressed
the importance of both qualitative and quantitative meas-
ures in the process of disarmament,

Recognizing that scientific and technological develop-
ments can have both civilian and military applications and
that progress in science and technology for civilian appli-
cations needs to be maintained and encouraged,

Noting with concern the potential in technological ad-
vances for application to military purposes, which could
lead to more sophisticated weapons and new weapon sys-
tems,

Stressing the interests of the international community
in the subject and the need to follow closely the scientific
and technological developments that may have a negative
impact on the security environment and on the process
of arms limitation and disarmament and to channel scien-
tific and technological developments for beneficial purposes,

Emphasizing that the proposal contained in its resolution
43/77 A of 7 December 1988 is without prejudice to re-
search and development efforts being undertaken for
peaceful purposes,

Noting the results of the United Nations conference on
New Trends in Science and Technology: Implications for
International Peace and Security, held at Sendai, Japan,
from 16 to 19 April 1990,” and recognizing, in this regard,
the need for the scientific and policy communities to work
together in dealing with the complex implications of tech-
nological change,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
entitled “Scientific and technological developments and
their impact on international security”;$

2. Takes note also of the interim report of the Secre-
tary-General® submitted in pursuance of resolution 45/60
of 4 December 1990;

3. Fully agrees that:

(a) The international community needs to position it-
self better to follow the nature and direction of technologi-
cal change;

(b) The United Nations can serve as a catalyst and a
clearing-house for ideas to this purpose;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to fol-
low scientific and technological developments in order to
make an assessment of emerging “new technologies” and
to submit to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth ses-
sion a framework for technology assessment guided, inter
alia, by the criteria suggested in his report;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-eighth session the item entitled “Scientific and tech-
nological developments and their impact on international
security”.

81st plenary meeting
9 December 1492

47/44. The role of science and technology in the con-
text of international security, disarmament and
other related fields

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 45/61 of 4 December 1990 and
46/38 D of 6 December 1991,

Taking note of the report of the Disarmament Commis-
sion on its 1992 substantive session,'® in particular on
the work of Working Group IV on agenda item 7, entitled
“The role of science and technology in the context of
international security, disarmament and other related
fields”,!

Taking note also of the report of the Conference on Dis-
armament on its 1992 substantive session,!? in particular
on the work on the agenda item entitled “Transparency in
armaments”,'* which includes, in response to resolution
46/36 L of 9 December 1991, inter alia, the subject of the
elaboration of practical means to increase openness and
transparency related to the transfer of high technology with
military applications,

Recognizing that progress in the application of science
and technology contributes substantially to the implemen-
tation of arms control and disarmament agreements, inter
alia, in the fields of weapons disposal, military conversion
and verification,

Recognizing also that norms or guidelines for the trans-
fer of high technology with military applications should
take into account legitimate requirements for the mainte-
nance of international peace and security, while ensuring
that they do not deny access to high-technology products,
services and know-how for peaceful purposes,

Noting the interest of the international comrnunity in co-
operation in the fields of disarmament-related science and
technology and the transfer of high technology with mili-
tary applications,

1. Calls upon the Disarmament Commission to inten-
sify its work on agenda item 7 and to submit as soon as
possible specific recommendations on this matter to the
General Assembly;

2. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to pursue
constructively in response to resolution 46/36 L its work
on the agenda item entitled “Transparency in armaments”,
which includes consideration of the elaboration of practical
means to increase openness and transparency related to the
transfer of high technology with military applications;

3. Invites Member States to undertake additional ef-
forts to apply science and technology for disarmament-
related purposes and to make disarmament-related tech-
nologies available to interested States;

4. Also invites Member States to widen multilateral
dialogue, bearing in mind the proposal for seeking univer-
sally acceptable international norms or guidelines that
would regulate international transfers of high technology
with military applications;



