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protection and assistance to refugees and displaced persons
of concern to the High Commissioner and in promoting
permanent solutions to their problems,

1. Decides to continue the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees for a further period of
five years from 1 January 1984,

2. Requests the High Commissioner to continue to dis-
charge his basic functions of protection, assistance and the
promotion of durable solutions in accordance with the statute
of the Office and the relevant General Assembly resolutions;

3. Invites the High Commissioner to continue to report
to and be guided by the Executive Committee of the Pro-
gramme of the High Commissioner in accordance with the
Committee’s terms of reference and its decisions, as set
forth in General Assembly resolution 1166 (XII) and Eco-
nomic and Social Council resolution 672 (XXV);

4. Reiterates that the responsibilities of the Executive
Committee of the Programme of the High Commissioner
shall continue to cover the determination of the general
policies by means of periodic review of programmes, op-
erations, management and activities under which the High
Commissioner shall plan, develop and administer the pro-
grammes and projects;

5. Urges, in this regard, the Executive Committee of
the Programme of the High Commissioner, when fulfulling
the functions and the responsibilities entrusted to it by the
relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Eco-
nomic and Social Council, to ensure the efficient use of
funds and to give special attention to the successful admin-
istration and management of programmes;

6. Takes note of the efforts already made by the High
Commissioner to adapt the management of his services to
the vastly increased tasks and invites him to undertake his
efforts in accordance with the principles and guidelines set
by the General Assembly, and in the light of the guidance
given to him by the Executive Committee of the Programme
of the High Commissioner;

7. Decides to review, not later than at its forty-second
session, the arrangements for the Office of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees with a view to de-
termining whether the Office should be continued beyond
31 December 1988.

111th plenary meeting
18 December 1982

37/197. International Conference on Assistance to

Refugees in Africa

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 35/42 of 25 November 1980 and
36/124 of 14 December 1981 relating to the International
Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, held at
Geneva on 9 and 10 April 1981,

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General
on the Conference!®* and the report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees on the activities of his
Office,'s2

Gravely concerned at the present influx of refugees on
the African continent, who now constitute over half the
population of refugees in the world,

Noting that, while the Conference succeeded in raising
world consciousness with regard to the plight of refugees
and returnees in Africa, as well as the problems of asylum
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countries, the overall results of the Conference in terms of
financial and material assistance have fallen short of the
expectations of the African countries,

Aware of the economic and social burden imposed on
African countries of asylum by the growing influx of ref-
ugees and its consequences for their development and of
the heavy sacrifices made by them, despite their limited
resources, to alleviate the plight of those refugees,

Considering, therefore, the need of the countries of asy-
lum for adequate human, technical and financial assistance
to enable them properly to shoulder their increased respon-
sibilities and assume the additional burden that the presence
of refugees represents for their economies,

Considering further the need similarly to assist the coun-
tries of origin in the voluntary repatriation and resettlement
of returnees, in accordance with the procedures of the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

Recognizing, therefore, the need to review further, with
the African Governments concerned, the burden imposed
on their national economies by refugees and returnees,

L. Commends the Secretary-General for his reports on
the International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in
Africa, which were prepared in pursuance of paragraphs 6
and 9 of General Assembly resolution 36/124;

2. Expresses its appreciation to all donor countries, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the
international community at large for their continued support
and assistance to African refugees, including their efforts
to facilitate the process of voluntary repatriation to the coun-
tries of origin;

3. Expresses its concern that the assistance currently
being provided under existing refugee-related programmes
falls short of the urgent needs of refugees and returnees in
Africa and does not provide sufficient resources to permit
the implementation of projects designed to ensure adequate
care and relief for the refugees and to expedite the process
of rehabilitation and resettlement;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the countries of asylum
for the great contribution that they are making in alleviating
the plight of refugees and urges the international community
to give the assistance necessary to enable those countries to
provide essential services and facilities for the refugees;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in close co-opera-
tion with the Secretary-General of the Organization of Af-
rican Unity and the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, to convene at Geneva in 1984 a second Inter-
national Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa:

(a) To review thoroughly the results of the Conference
hield in 1981 as well as the state of progress of the projects
submitted to it;

(b) To consider the continuing need for assistance with
a view to providing, as necessary, additional assistance to
refugees and returnees in Africa for the implementation of
programmes for their relief, rehabilitation and resettlement;

(¢) To consider the impact imposed on the national
economies of the African countries concerned and to provide
them with the assistance required to strengthen their social
and economic infrastructure so as to enable them to cope
with the burden of dealing with large numbers of refugees
and returnees;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General, in close co-op-
eration with the Secretary-General of the Organization of
African Unity and the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, to consult with the African countries con-
cemed with regard to their needs for dealing adequately
with the problem of refugees and returnees and to submit a
report on the situation in each country so as to enable the
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proposed Conference to have an up-to-date assessment, by
priority, of the humanitarian, rehabilitation and resettlement
needs of the refugees and returnees, and the assistance re-
quired by the countries concerned to strengthen existing
services, facilities and infrastructure and, for that purpose,
to reallocate existing resources;

7. Calls upon the competent specialized agencies and
organizations of the United Nations system, including the
development-oriented organizations, to provide all neces-
sary co-operation and support to the Secretary-General in
respect of the report called for in paragraph 6 above, to be
prepared for the Conference to be held in 1984,

8. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that ade-
quate financial and budgetary arrangements are made to
cover the expenses involved in the preparation of the report,
as well as those for the organization of the Conference in
1984;

9. Appeals to the international community, all Member
States, the specialized agencies and regional, intergovern-
mental and non-governmental organizations to provide the
utmost support for the Conference with a view to offering
maximum financial and material assistance to refugees and
returnees in Africa;

10. Invites the executive bodies of the specialized agen-
cies and intergovernmental and non-governmental organi-
zations to bring the present resolution to the attention of
their members and to consider, within their respective spheres
of competence, various ways and means substantially to
increase assistance to African refugees and returnees;

11. Stresses that any additional assistance provided for
refugee-related projects should not be at the expense of the
development needs of the countries concerned;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its thirty-eighth session on the implemen-
tation of the present resolution.

111th plenary meeting
18 December 1982

37/198. International campaign against traffic in drugs

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/132 of 14 December 1981,
in which it recognized the need, within the context of the
International Drug Abuse Control Strategy,!%* for an effec-
tive international campaign against traffic in drugs, and
36/168 of 16 December 1981, in which it adopted the Strat-
egy and the basic five-year programme of action, 64

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolutions
1982/8 and 1982/9 of 30 April 1982,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General, 65

Reaffirming the need to improve regional and interre-
gional co-operation and co-ordination, particularly in the
field of law enforcement, to eradicate illicit traffic,

Acknowledging that many countries, including develop-
ing countries, continue to divert substantial human, financial
and other resources to control international drug trafficking,

Recognizing, in particular, the dilemma of transit States,
which have no control over the production of and demand
for illicit narcotics, yet are seriously affected both at the
g;)umestic and international levels by the movement of illicit

gs,

164 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1981,
Supplement No. 4 (E/1981/24), annex II.
165 A/37/530.

Noting the significant role of the international drug control
treaties in the development of effective countermeasures in
combating the illicit supply, demand and traffic in drugs,

Considering the important role of the United Nations
Fund for Drug Abuse Control in the implementation of
various drug control programmes, particularly in developing
countries, and the necessity of increasing contributions to
the Fund to permit it to continue its most valuable work,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General;

2. Calls upon Member States that have not yet done so
to ratify the international drug control treaties and, until
such time, to endeavour to abide by the provisions thereof;

3. Encourages Member States to contribute, or to con-
tinue to contribute, to the United Nations Fund for Drug
Abuse Control so that it may pursue its useful programmes
in the field of drug abuse control;

4. Urges organizations and programmes within the
United Nations system, as well as Member States with avail-
able resources and expertise, to continue to grant technical
and other forms of assistance, especially in the area of
training of law enforcement professionals, to countries most
affected by the illicit production of and traffic in drugs and
drug abuse;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, through the Com-
mission on Narcotic Drugs, to explore all avenues leading
to further improving regional and international co-ordination
of activities against drug trafficking and drug abuse, in
particular:

(@) To explore the feasibility of establishing, on a con-
tinuing basis, co-ordination mechanisms for drug law en-
forcement in regions where these do not exist;

(b) To give adequate priority to measures designed to
alleviate the special problems of transit States;

(¢) To consider convening in 1986 an interregional
meeting of heads of national drug law enforcement agencies;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to devote a spe-
cial issue of the Bulletin on Narcotic Drugs, published by
the Division of Narcotic Drugs of the Secretariat, to an
analysis of the campaign against drug trafficking;

7. Further requests the Secretary-General to prepare a
report, for review by the General Assembly at its thirty-
eighth session, on the progress achieved in the implemen-
tation of the present resolution;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
thirty-eighth session the item entitled ‘‘International cam-
paign against traffic in drugs’’.

111th plenary meeting
18 December 1982

37/199. Alternate approaches and ways and means
within the United Nations system for improv-
ing the effective enjoyment of human rights

and fundamental freedoms

The General Assembly,

Recalling that in the Charter of the United Nations the
peoples of the United Nations declared their determination
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity
and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of
men and women and of nations large and small and to
employ international machinery for the promotion of the
economic and social advancement of all peoples,

Recalling also the purposes and principles of the Charter
to achieve international co-operation in solving international



