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by a number of non-governmental organizations having a
special interest in decolonization, and noting with satisfac-
tion the intensified efforts of the Special Committee in en-
listing the support of those organizations in that regard,
including the dispatch of a special mission to Europe in
1982,

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Commiittee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen-
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the question
of dissemination of information on decolonization and of
publicity for the work of the United Nations in the field of
decolonization;

2. Reaffirms the importance of effecting the widest pos-
sible dissemination of information on the evils and dangers
of colonialism, on the determined efforts of the colonial
peoples to achieve self-determination, freedom and inde-
pendence and on the assistance being provided by the in-
ternational community towards the elimination of the
remaining vestiges of colonialism in all its forms;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, having regard to the
suggestions of the Special Committee, to continue to take
concrete measures through all the media at his disposal,
including publications, radio and television, to give wide-
spread and continuous publicity to the work of the United
Nations in the field of decolonization, and, inter alia:

(a) To continue, in consultation with the Special Com-
mittee, to collect, prepare and disseminate basic material,
studies and articles relating to the problems of decoloni-
zation and, in particular, to continue to publish the periodical
Objective: Justice and other publications, special articles
and studies, including the Decolonization series, and to
select from them appropriate material for wider dissemi-
nation by means of reprints in various languages;

(b) To seek the full co-operation of the administering
Powers concerned in the discharge of the tasks referred to
above;

(c¢) To intensify the activities of all United Nations in-
formation centres, particularly those located in western Eu-
rope and the Americas;

(d) To maintain a close working relationship with the
Organization of African Unity by holding periodic consul-
tations and by systematically exchanging relevant infor-
mation with that organization;

(e) To enlist the support of non-governmental organi-
zations having a special interest in decolonization in the
dissemination of the relevant information;

() To ensure the availability of the necessary facilities
and services in this regard;

(g) Toreport to the Special Committee on the measures
taken in implementation of the present resolution;

4. Invites all States, the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system and non-
governmental organizations having a special interest in
decolonization to undertake or intensify, in co-operation
with the Secretary-General and within their respective spheres
of competence, the large-scale dissemination of the infor-
mation referred to in paragraph 2 above;

5. Requests the Special Committee to follow the im-
plementation of the present resolution and report thereon to
the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session.

77th plenary meeting
23 November 1982

37/37. Thesituation in Afghanistan and its implications
for international peace and security

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled ‘‘The situation in
Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security’’,

Recalling its resolutions ES-6/2 of 14 January 1980,
35/37 of 20 November 1980 and 36/34 of 18 November
1981, adopted at the sixth emergency special session, the
thirty-fifth session and the thirty-sixth session respectively,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations and the obligation of all States to refrain
in their international relations from the threat or use of force
against the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political in-
dependence of any State, )

Reaffirming further the inalienable right of all peoples to
determine their own form of government and to choose their
own economic, political and social system free from outside
intervention, subversion, coercion or constraint of any kind
whatsoever,

Gravely concerned at the continuing foreign armed in-
tervention in Afghanistan, in contravention of the above
principles, and its serious implications for international peace
and security,

Noting the increasing concern of the international com-
munity over the continued and serious sufferings of the
Afghan people and over the magnitude of social and eco-
nomic problems posed to Pakistan and Iran by the presence
on their soil of millions of Afghan refugees, and the con-
tinuing increase in their numbers,

Deeply conscious of the urgent need for a political so-
lution of the grave situation in respect of Afghanistan,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,*?

Recognizing the importance of the initiatives of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic Conference and the efforts of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries for a political solution
of the situation in respect of Afghanistan,

. Reiterates that the preservation of the sovereignty,
territorial integrity, political independence and non-aligned
character of Afghanistan is essential for a peaceful solution
of the problem;

2. Reaffirms the right of the Afghan people to determine
their own form of government and to choose their economic,
political and social system free from outside intervention,
subversion, coercion or constraint of any kind whatsoever:;

3. Calls for the immediate withdrawal of the foreign
troops from Afghanistan;

4. Calls upon all parties concerned to work for the ur-
gent achievement of a political solution, in accordance with
the provisions of the present resolution, and the creation of
the necessary conditions which would enable the Afghan
refugees to return voluntarily to their homes in safety and
honour;

5. Renews its appeal to all States and national and in-
ternational organizations to continue to extend humanitarian
relief assistance, with a view to alleviating the hardship of
the Afghan refugees, in co-ordination with the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees;

6. Expresses its appreciation and support for the efforts
and constructive steps taken by the Secretary-General in the
search for a solution to the problem;
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7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue those ef-
forts with a view to promoting a political solution, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the present resolution, and
the exploration of securing appropriate guarantees for non-
use of force, or threat of use of force, against the political
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and security
of all neighbouring States, on the basis of mutual guarantees
and strict non-interference in each other’s internal affairs
and with full regard for the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to keep Member States
and the Security Council concurrently informed of the pro-
gress towards the implementation of the present resolution
and to report to Member States on the situation at the earliest
appropriate opportunity;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
thirty-eighth session the item entitled **The situation in Af-
ghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security’’.

82nd plenary meeting
29 November 1982

37/65. Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and 2621 (XXV) of 12
October 1970, containing the programme of action for the
full implementation of the Declaration,

Recalling also its previous resolutions, in particular res-
olutions 3161 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 3291 (XXIX)
of 13 December 1974, 31/4 of 21 October 1976, 32/7 of 1
November 1977, 34/69 of 6 December 1979, 35/43 of 28
November 1980 and 36/105 of 10 December 1981, in which
it, inter alia, affirmed the unity and territorial integrity of
the Comoros,

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 3385 (XXX) of
12 November 1975 on the admission of the Comoros to
membership in the United Nations, in which it reaffirmed
the necessity of respecting the unity and territorial integrity
of the Comoro Archipelago, composed of the islands of
Anjouan, Grande-Comore, Mayotte and Mohéli,

Recalling further that, in accordance with the agreements
signed on 15 June 1973 between the Comoros and France
concerning the accession of the Comoros to independence,
the results of the referendum of 22 December 1974 were to
be considered on a global basis and not island by island,

Convinced that a just and lasting solution to the question
of Mayotte is to be found in respect for the sovereignty,
unity and territorial integrity of the Comoro Archipelago,

Bearing in mind the wish expressed by the President of
the French Republic to seek actively a just solution to that
problem,

Taking note of the talks opened between the Government
of the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros and the
Government of the French Republic,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,*®

Bearing in mind the decisions of the Organization of
African Unity, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference concerning
this question,

1. Reaffirms the sovereignty of the Islamic Federal Re-
public of the Comoros over the island of Mayotte;

4 A/37/147.

2. Invites the Government of France to honour the com-
mitments entered into prior to the referendum on the self-
determination of the Comoro Archipelago of 22 December
1974 concerning respect for the unity and territorial integrity
of the Comoros;

3. Calls for the translation into practice of the wish
expressed by the President of the French Republic to see a
just solution to the question of Mayotte adopted as soon as
possible;

4. Also invites the Government of France to pursue ac-
tively the negotiations with the Government of the Comoros
with a view to ensuring the effective and prompt return of
the island of Mayotte to the Comoros;

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to follow developments concerning this question, in con-
junction with the Secretary-General of the Organization of
African Unity, and to report thereon to the General Assem-
bly at its thirty-eighth session;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
thirty-eighth session the item entitled *‘Question of the Com-
orian island of Mayotte’’.

91st plenary meeting
3 December 1982

37/66. Third United Nations Conference on the Law
of the Sea

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3067 (XXVIII) of 16 November
1973, 3334 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, 3483 (XXX) of
12 December 1975, 31/63 of 10 December 1976, 32/194
of 20 December 1977, 33/17 of 10 November 1978, 34/20
of 9 November 1979, 35/116 of 10 December 1980 and
36/79 of 9 December 1981,

Taking note of the adoption, on 30 April 1982, of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea** and the
related resolutions*® by an overwhelming majority of States
and of the decision of the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea, on 24 September 1982, to accept
with appreciation the invitation extended by the Government
of Jamaica for the purpose of adopting and signing the Final
Act and opening the Convention for signature at Montego
Bay from 6 to 10 December 198246

Taking special note of the fact that the Conference decided
to establish a Preparatory Commission for the International
Sea-Bed Authority and for the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea and that the Commission shall meet at the
seat of the Authority if facilities are available and as often
as necessary for the expeditious exercise of its functions,

Taking note of the extensive functions entrusted to the
Preparatory Commission, including the administration of
the scheme governing preparatory investment in pioneer
activities relating to polymetallic nodules,

Recalling that the Convention provides that the seat of
the International Sea-Bed Authority shall be in Jamaica,

Taking further note of the timely measures being taken
at considerable expense by the Government of Jamaica to
construct an adequate administrative building and confer-
ence complex for housing the secretariat of the Preparatory
Commission and providing meeting facilities for the purpose
of enabling the Commission to function from Jamaica,
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