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29 November 1979, 35/127 and 35/128 of 11 December
1980, 36/64 of 27 November 1981, 38/34 of 25 November
1983 and 40/19 of 21 November 1985,

Recalling also the Convention on the Means of Prohibit-
ing and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer
of Ownership of Cultural Property!® adopted on
14 November 1970 by the General Conference of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization,

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secre-
tary-General submitted in co-operation with the Director-
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization,20

Noting with satisfaction that following its appeal other
Member States have become parties to the Convention on
the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Im-
port, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Prop-
erty,

Aware of the importance attached by the countries of
origin to the return of cultural property which is of funda-
mental spiritual and cultural value to them, so that they
may constitute collections representative of their cultural
heritage,

Reaffirming the importance of inventories as an essen-
tial tool for the understanding and protection of cultural
property and for the identification of dispersed heritage
and as a contribution to the advancement of scientific and
artistic knowledge and intercultural communication,

Deeply concerned at the clandestine excavations and the
illicit traffic in cultural property that continue to impover-
ish the cultural heritage of all peoples,

Again supporting the solemn appeal made on 7 June
1978 by the Director-General of the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for the re-
turn of irreplaceable cultural heritage to those who
created it,

1. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization and the Intergovernmen-
tal Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural
Property to its Countries of Origin or its Restitution in
Case of Illicit Appropriation on the work they have ac-
complished, in particular through the promotion of bilat-
eral negotiations, for the return or restitution of cultural
property, the preparation of inventories of movable cul-
tural property, the reduction of illicit traffic in cultural
property and the dissemination of information to the pub-
lic;

2. Reaffirms that the restitution to a country of its ob-
Jjets d’art, monuments, museum pieces, archives, manu-
scripts, documents and any other cultural or artistic treas-
ures contributes to the strengthening of international co-
operation and to the preservation and flowering of univer-
sal cultural values through fruitful co-operation between
developed and developing countries;

3. Recommends that Member States adopt or
strengthen the necessary protective legislation with regard
to their own heritage and that of other peoples;

4. Requests Member States to study the possibility of
including in permits for excavations a clause requiring ar-
chaeologists and palaeontologists to provide the national
authorities with photographic documentation of each ob-
ject brought to light during the excavations immediately
after its discovery;

19 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Records of the General Conference, Sixteenth Session, vol. 1, Resolutions,
p. 135.

20 A/42/533.

5. Invites Member States to continue drawing up, in
co-operation with the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization, systematic inventories of
cultural property existing in their territory and of their
cultural property abroad;

6. Recommends that Member States should ensure
that inventories of museum collections include not only
the items on display but also those in storage, and that
they comprise all necessary documentation, particularly
photographs of each item;

7. Also invites Member States engaged in seeking the
recovery of cultural and artistic treasures from the sea-
bed, in accordance with international law, to facilitate by
mutually acceptable conditions the participation of States
having a historical and cultural link with those treasures;

8. Appeals to Member States to co-operate closely with
the Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Re-
turn of Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or its
Restitution in Case of lllicit Appropriation and to con-
clude bilateral agreements for this purpose;

9. Also appeals to Member States to encourage the
mass information media and educational and cultural in-
stitutions to strive to arouse a greater and more general
awareness with regard to the return or restitution of cul-
tural property to its country of origin;

10. Requests States parties to the Convention on the
Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import,
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property to
keep the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization fully informed of the
measures taken to ensure implementation of the Conven-
tion at the national level;

11. Welcomes the steady increase in the number of
States parties to the Convention;

12.  Invites once again those Member States that have
not yet done so to sign and ratify the Convention;

13.  Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the Director-General of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to submit to
the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session a report
on the implementation of the present resolution;

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fourth session the item entitled “Return or restitu-
tion of cultural property to the countries of origin”.

47th plenary meeting
22 October 1987

42/8. Prevention and control of acquired immunodefi-
ciency syndrome (AIDS)

The General Assembly,

Deeply concerned that acquired immunodeficiency syn-
drome (AIDS), caused by one or more naturally occurring
retroviruses of undetermined origin, has assumed pan-
demic proportions affecting all regions of the world and
represents a threat to the attainment of health for all,

Having considered World Health Assembly resolution
WHA40.26 of 15 May 19872! on the Global Strategy for
the prevention and control of AIDS and Economic and
Social Council resolution 1987/75 of 8 July 1987 on the
prevention and control of AIDS,

21 See World Health Organization, Fortieth World Health Assembly,
Geneva, 4-15May 1987, Resolutions and Decisions, Annexes
(WHA .40/1987/REC/1).
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Recognizing the established leadership and the essential
global directing and co-ordinating role of the World
Health Organization in AIDS prevention, control and
education, and related research and public information
and, in this context, the vital importance of the World
Health Organization Special Programme on AIDS,

1. Commends the World Health Organization for its
efforts towards global AIDS prevention and control and,
in particular, for its support for national AIDS pro-
grammes and regional activities, including the meeting of
Ministers of Asian and Pacific Governments at Sydney,
and the forthcoming World Summit of Ministers of
Health on Programmes for AIDS prevention to be held in
London;

2. Confirms that the World Health Organization
should continue to direct and co-ordinate the urgent glo-
bal battle against AIDS;

3. Commends those Governments which have ini-
tiated action to establish national programmes for the pre-
vention and control of AIDS in line with the Global
Strategy of the World Health Organization, and urges
other Governments to take similar action;

4. Calls upon all States, in addressing the AIDS prob-
lem, to take into account the legitimate concerns of other
countries and the interests of inter-State relations;

5. Invites the World Health Organization to facilitate
the exchange of information on and promotion of national
and international research for the prevention and control
of AIDS through the further development of Collaborat-
ing Centres of the World Health Organization and similar
existing mechanisms;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in view of all as-
pects of the problem, to ensure, in close co-operation with
the Director-General of the World Health Organization
and through the appropriate existing mechanisms, a co-
ordinated response by the United Nations system to the
AIDS pandemic, and urges all appropriate organizations
of the United Nations system, including the specialized
agencies, bilateral and multilateral agencies and non-
governmental and voluntary organizations, in conformity
with the Global Strategy, to support the world-wide strug-
gle against AIDS;

7. Invites the Director-General of the World Health
Organization to report to the General Assembly at its
forty-third session, through the Economic and Social
Council, on new developments in the global AIDS pan-
demic, and requests the Economic and Social Council to
consider the report in accordance with its mandate.

48th plenary meeting
26 October 1987

42/9. Co-operation between the United Nations and the
Organization of African Unity

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on co-operation between the United Nations and the Or-
ganization of African Unity,22

Recalling its previous resolutions on the promotion of
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organi-
zation of African Unity and the practical measures taken
for their implementation,

22 A/42/419 and Add.1.

Recalling also, in particular, its resolution S-13/2 of
1 June 1986 on the United Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and Development
1986-1990,

Taking note of the relevant resolutions, decisions and
declarations adopted by the Council of Ministers of the
Organization of African Unity at its forty-sixth ordinary
session, held at Addis Ababa from 20 to 25 July 198723
and by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of
that organization at its twenty-third ordinardy session, held
at Addis Ababa from 27 to 29 July 1987,2

Considering the important statement made by the cur-
rent Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity before
the General Assembly on 6 October 1987,25

Mindful of the need for continued and closer co-
operation between the United Nations and the specialized
agencies and the Organization of African Unity,

Gravely concerned at the deteriorating situation in
southern Africa arising from the continued domination
and oppression of the peoples of South Africa and Na-
mibia by the minority racist régime of South Africa and
conscious of the need to provide increased assistance to
the peoples of the region and to their liberation move-
ments in their struggle against colonialism, racial dis-
crimination and apartheid,

Conscious of its responsibilities to provide economic,
material and humanitarian assistance to independent
States in southern Africa to help them cope with the situa-
tion resulting from the acts of aggression and destabiliza-
tion committed by the apartheid régime of South Africa,

Deeply concerned at the gravity of the situation of refu-
gees in Africa and the urgent need for increased interna-
tional assistance to help African countries of asylum,

Recognizing the important role that the United Nations
information system could play in disseminating informa-
tion to bring about a greater awareness of the grave situa-
tion prevailing in southern Africa as well as the social and
economic problems and needs of African States and their
regional and subregional institutions,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organi-
zation of African Unity and of his efforts to strengthen
such co-operation;

2. Notes with appreciation the increasing and con-
tinued participation of the Organization of African Unity
in the work of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies and its constructive contribution to that work;

3. Commends the continued efforts of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity to promote multilateral co-
operation among African States and to find solutions to
African problems of vital importance to the international
community;

4. Reaffirms that the implementation of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development 1986-1990 is the responsibil-
ity of the international community as a whole and com-
mends the efforts undertaken by African countries in spite
of the effects of the adverse international economic envi-
ronment;

5. Calls upon the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions to continue to ensure closer co-operation and co-

23 See A/42/699, annex 1.

24 Ibid., annex II.

25 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second Session,
Plenary Meetings, 26th meeting.



