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in Southern Africa, adopted by the General Assembly
by its resolution S-16/1 of 14 December 1989 and con-
tained in the annex thereto;

6. Invites the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities at its forty-
third session and the Commission on Human Rights at
its forty-seventh session to considcr the updated report;

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in accordance
with resolution 43/92, to make available to the Special
Rapporteur two economists to help him to develop his
analysis and documentation on specific cases of special
importance;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to give the
Special Rapporteur all the assistance that he may re-
quire in the exercise of his mandate, with a view to in-
tensifying direct contacts with the United Nations Cen-
tre on Transnational Corporations and the Centre
against Apartheid, and to consolidating mutual co-oper-
ation in updating his report;

9. Further requests the Secretary-General to bring
the updated report of the Special Rapporteur to the at-
tention of Governments whose national financial insti-
tutions continue to deal with the régime of South Af-
rica, and to call upon them to provide the Special
Rapporteur with any information or comments they
may wish to present on the matter;

10. Regquests the Secretary-General to contact the
Government of South Africa with a view to enabling the
Special Rapporteur to undertake a visit to South Africa
on special mission within the perspective of the next up-
date of the present report;

11. Invites the Secretary-General to give the up-
dated report of the Special Rapporteur the widest dis-
tribution and publicity as a United Nations publication;

12.  Decides to examine at its forty-seventh session,
as a matter of high priority, the item entitled “Adverse
consequences for the enjoyment of human rights of po-
litical, military, economic and other forms of assistance
given to the racist régime of South Africa”, in the light
of any recommendations which the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minor-
ities, the Commission on Human Rights, the Economic
and Social Council and the Special Committee against
Apartheid may wish to submit to it;

13.  Requests that the Special Rapporteur submit his
updated report to the General Assembly at its forty-sev-
enth session.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/85. Effective implementation of international in-
struments on human rights, including report-
ing obligations under international instruments

on human rights

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 44/135 of 15 December 1989,
as well as its other relevant resolutions,

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolu-
tions 1990/21 of 23 February 1990 and 1990/25 of 27
February 1990,> and Economic and Social Council de-
cision 1990/226 of 25 May 1990, by which the Council
approved the recommendations of the Task Force on

Computerization for computerizing the human rights
treaty system,*

Reaffirming that the effective implementation of
United Nations instruments on human rights is of major
importance to the efforts made by the Organization,
pursuant to the Charter of the United Nations and to
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,’ to pro-
mote universal respect for and observance of human
rights and fundamental freedoms,

Considering that the effective functioning of treaty
bodies established pursuant to United Nations instru-
ments on human rights is indispensable for the effective
implementation of such instruments,

Reaffirming its responsibility to ensure the proper
functioning of treaty bodies established pursuant to in-
struments adopted by the General Assembly and, in this
connection, further reaffirming the importance of:

(¢) Ensuring the effective functioning of systems of
periodic reporting by States partics to these instru-
ments;

(b) Securing sufficient financial resources to over-
come existing difficulties with the effective functioning
of treaty bodies;

(c) Addressing the question of reporting obliga-
tions and that of financial implications whencver elab-
orating any further instruments on human rights,

Recognizing that the effective implementation of in-
struments on human rights not only enhances interna-
tional accountability in relation to the promotion and
protection of human rights, but also provides States
parties with a valuable opportunity to review policies
and programmes affecting the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights and to make any appropriate ad-
justments,

Expressing concern about the continuing and increas-
ing backlog of reports on implementation by States par-
ties of United Nations instruments on human rights and
about delays in consideration of reports by the treaty
bodies,

Bearing in mind the report of the Secretary-General®
on progress achieved in enhancing the effective func-
tioning of the trcaty bodics, pursuant, inter alia, to the
conclusions and recommendations of the second mect-
ing of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodics,
held at Geneva from 10 1o 14 October 19887

Taking note of the conclusions and recommendations
of the third meeting of persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies, held at Geneva from 1 to 5 October
19902

Bearing in mind the study by the independent expert?
on possible long-term approaches to enhancing the ef-
fective operation of existing and prospective bodies es-
tablished under United Nations instruments on human
rights,

1. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations
of the meetings of persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodies aimed at strcamlining, rationalizing and

4 See E/CN.4/1990/39, annex.
§ Resolution 217 A (II1).

© AJ44/539.

7 See A/44/98, annex.

8 See A/45/636, anncx.

9 See A/44/668, annex.



VI. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Third Committee 1n

otherwise improving reporting procedures, and sup-
ports the continuing efforts in this connection by the
treaty bodies and the Secretary-General within their re-
spective spheres of competence;

2. Once again expresses its satisfaction with the study
by the independent expert on possible long-term ap-
proaches to enhancing the effective operation of exist-
ing and prospective bodies established under United
Nations instruments on human rights, which contains
several recommendations on reporting and monitoring
procedures, servicing and financing of supervisory bod-
ies and long-term approaches to human rights stan-
dard-setting and implementation mechanisms, and
which was presented to the Commission on Human
Rights for detailed consideration at its forty-sixth ses-
sion;

3. Endorses the recommendations of the Task Force
on Computerization* appointed by the Secretary-Gen-
eral to prepare a study on computerizing the work of
the treaty-monitoring bodies, with a view to increasing
efficiency and facilitating compliance by States parties
with their reporting obligations and the examination of
reports by the treaty bodies;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to give high pri-
ority to establishing a computerized data base to in-
crease the efficiency and effectiveness of the function-
ing of the treaty bodies;

5. Recalls the report of the Secretary-General'® to
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights showing the extent of overlapping issues dealt
with in international instruments on human rights,
which will assist efforts to reduce, as appropriate, du-
plication in the supervisory bodies of issues raised with
respect to any given State party, and asks the Secretary-
General to draw the report to the attention of the other
treaty bodies;

6. Encourages the Secretary-General to proceed as
soon as possible with the circulation of the detailed re-
porting manual to the various States parties to the
United Nations human rights instruments, to assist
them in the fulfilment of their reporting obligations;

7. Again urges Statcs parties to make every effort to
meet their reporting obligations and to assist, individu-
ally and through meetings of States parties, in identify-
ing and implementing ways of further streamlining and
improving reporting procedures as well as enhancing
co-ordination and information flow between the treaty
bodies and with relevant United Nations bodies, includ-
ing specialized agencies;

8. Welcomes the emphasis placed by the meeting of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies and by
the Commission on Human Rights on the importance
of technical assistance and advisory services and, there-
fore:

(¢) Endorses the request of the Commission that
the Secretary-General report regularly to it on possible
technical assistance projects identified by the treaty
bodies;

(b) Invites the treaty bodies to give priority atten-
tion to identifying such possibilities in the regular
course of their work of reviewing the periodic reports
of States parties;

10 E/C.12/1989/3.

9. Endorses the recommendations of the meeting of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies on the
need to ensure financing and adequatc staffing re-
sources for the operations of the treaty bodies and, with
this in mind:

(a) Reiterates its request that the Secretary-Gen-
eral review the need for adequate staffing resources in
regard to the various treaty bodies;

(b) Requests that the Secretary-General report on
this question to the Commission on Human Rights at
its forty-seventh session and to the General Assembly
at its forty-sixth session;

10. Calls upon all States parties to meet fully and
without delay their financial obligations under the rel-
evant instruments on human rights, and requests the
Secretary-General to consider ways and means of
strengthening collection procedures and making them
more effective;

11. Welcomes the fact that at its forty-sixth session
the Commission on Human Rights, in its resolution
1990725, noted that the General Assembly could con-
sider alleviating the financial difficulties of treaty bod-
ies, inter alia, by the temporary allocation of necessary
funds by way of advances out of the regular budget of
the United Nations, which would be reimbursed from
the contributions received within the same budget year,
this procedure being repeated until such time as a per-
manent solution to such difficulties can be im-
plemented;

12.  Requests the Secretary-General, as a matter of
priority, to consider administrative and budgetary mea-
sures to alleviate the current financial difficulties of the
treaty bodies and thus guarantee their regular function-
ing and to report on these measures to the Commission
on Human Rights at its forty-seventh session;

13. Emphasizes that the adoption of any administra-
tive and budgetary measures shall not prejudice the
duty of States parties under United Nations human
rights instruments to meet all their financial obligations
pursuant to such instruments;

14. Notes with interest that the meeting of persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies recommended
in October 1990 that the General Assembly take appro-
priate measures to ensure the financing of each of the
committees from the regular budget of the United Na-
tions;!!

15. Invites the persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodies to maintain communication and dialogue
with each other on common issues and problems and,
to this end, requests the Secretary-General, within ex-
isting resources, to convene a further meeting of the
persons chairing the treaty bodies at a time to be estab-
lished;

16. Decides to give priority consideration at its
forty-sixth session to the conclusions and recommenda-
tions of the meetings of persons chairing treaty bodies,
in the light of the deliberations of the Commission on
Human Rights, under the item entitled “Effective im-
piementation of United Nations instruments on human

1 See A/45/636, annex, para. 15.



172 General Assembly—Forty-fifth Sgssion

rights and effective functioning of bodies established
pursuant to such instruments”.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/86. Achievement of social justice

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 42/49 of 30 November 1987
and 44/55 of 8 December 1989, as well as Economic and
Social Council resolutions 1988/46 of 27 May 1988 and
1989/71 of 24 May 1989, and taking note of Council res-
olution 1990/25 of 24 May 1990,

Recalling also the pledge made by States Members of
the United Nations in the Charter to take joint and sep-
arate action to promote higher standards of living, full
employment and conditions of economic and social
progress and development,

Recognizing that more extensive international and re-
gional co-operation is important for promoting social
progress at the national level,

Bearing in mind that, in accordance with the Decla-
ration on Social Progress and Development,!'? social
progress and development shall be founded on respect
for the dignity and value of the human person and shall
ensure the promotion of human rights and social jus-
tice,

Mindful of the Guiding Principles for Developmental
Social Welfare Policies and Programmes in the Near
Future,”® the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women,'* the World Programme
of Action concerning Disabled Persons!® and the Inter-
national Plan of Action on Aging,'

Persuaded of the importance of taking measures to
ensure co-ordination within the United Nations system
in order to develop a comprehensive approach to de-
velopmental social welfare, including better integrated
and mutually supportive economic and social develop-
ment policies, aimed at the achievement of social jus-
tice,

1. Confirms that social justice is one of the most im-
portant goals of social progress;

2. Reaffirms that the common purpose of the inter-
national community must be to forge from varied eco-
nomic, social and political conditions a global environ-
ment of sustained development, full enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and social
justice and peace;

3. Reaffirms the importance of co-operation among
countries in promoting a climate conducive to the
achievement by individual countries of the goals of de-
velopment and social justice and progress;

12 Resolution 2542 (XXIV).

13 E/CONF.80/10, chap. III.

14 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10), chap. ], sect. A.

15 A/37/351/Add.1 and Corr.1, annex, sect. VIII, recommenda-
tion 1 (IV).

16 See Report of the World Assembly on Aging, Vienna, 26 July-6

August 1982 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.82.1.16),
chap. VI, sect. A.

4. Considers that such co-operation and its promo-
tion should continue to be a major focus of activities of
the United Nations, in accordance with the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations;

5. Calls upon Member States, in elaborating poli-
cies in the field of social development and for the im-
provement of the social situation of all population
groups, to take into consideration the importance of
achieving social justice for all;

6. Recommends that the Secretary-General, in pre-
paring studies and reports on social problems, should
examine the question of social justice and ways in which
it could be achieved;

7. Requests the Commission for Social Develop-
ment, at its next regular session, to consider the ques-
tion of achieving social justice.

68th plenary meeting
14 December 1990

45/87. World social situation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1392 (XIV) of 20 November
1959, 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, 40/98 and
40/100 of 13 December 1985, 42/49 of 30 November
1987, 43/113 of 8 December 1988 and 44/56 of 8 De-
cember 1989 and Economic and Social Council resolu-
tions 1987/39, 1987/40, 1987/46 and 1987/52 of 28 May
1987, 1989/72 of 24 May 1989 and Council decision
1989/113 of 28 July 1989, and taking note of Council
resolution 1990/28 of 24 May 1990,

Bearing in mind the objective of improving the well-
being of the world’s population on the basis of the full
and equal participation of all members of society in the
process of development and the fair distribution to
them of the benefits therefrom,

Conscious that each country has the sovereign right
freely to adopt the economic and social system that it
deems the most appropriate and that each Government
has the primary responsibility of ensuring the social
progress and well-being of the people,

Convinced of the urgent need to eradicate policies
and practices that hinder social progress, including rac-
ism and racial discrimination, in particular apartheid,

Convinced also that the pace of development in the
developing countries should be accelerated substan-
tially in order to enable them to achieve that objective,
especially to meet the basic needs for food, housing, ed-
ucation, employment and health care and to struggle
against scourges which endanger the health and well-
being of their population,

Deeply concerned about the worscning economic sit-
uation in many developing countries, particularly in the
least developed countries, as evidenced by the signifi-
cant decline in living conditions, the persistence and in-
crease of widespread poverty in a large number of coun-
tries and the decline of the main social and economic
indicators of those countries,

Bearing in mind the importance of the 1989 Report on
the World Social Situation'’ for increasing awareness of
the advances made towards the goals of social progress

i‘;FnTl—e_clvNalions publication, Sales No. E.89.1V.1.



