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the recommendations contained in the report of the
Group of Governmental Experts on International Co-
operation to Avert New Flows of Refugees;

14. Invites the Secretary-General to keep the Gen-
eral Assembly informed of the efforts to follow up rec-
ommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit;

15. Decides to continue consideration of the ques-
tion of human rights and mass exoduses at its forty-sixth
session.
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45/154. Assistance to refugees in Somalia

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 35/180 of 15 December 1980,
36/153 of 16 December 1981, 37/174 of 17 December
1982, 38/88 of 16 December 1983, 39/104 of 14 Novem-
ber 1984, 40/132 of 13 December 1985, 41/138 of 4 De-
cember 1986, 42/127 of 7 December 1987, 43/147 of 8
December 1988 and 44/152 of 15 December 1989 on as-
sistance to refugees in Somalia,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral,??

Deeply concerned about the heavy burden that has
been placed on the fragile economy of Somalia by the
continuing presence of large numbers of refugees,

Noting with concern the decision taken by the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees and the World Food Programme to suspend tem-
porarily their food and other humanitarian assistance
programmes for refugees in the north-west districts of
Somalia, and the food shortages that have occurred in
the refugee settlements as a result of the termination
of the extraordinary interim emergency programme,

Considering the urgent need to reactivate the extraor-
dinary interim emergency programme to alleviate hard-
ship and human suffering of refugees in the affected
north-west districts of Somalia,

Conscious of the fact that Somalia, as a least devel-
oped country, does not possess the economic or finan-
cial capacity to fill the gap created by the temporary
suspension of humanitarian assistance programmes for
refugees in the north-west districts of Somalia,

Aware of the fact that Somalia does not have the ca-
pacity to provide humanitarian assistance from its lim-
ited resources,

Noting with concern the deleterious effect of the pres-
ence of refugees on the environment, which has re-
sulted in widespread deforestation, soil erosion and the
threat of destruction to an already fragile ecological
balance,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral;

2. Commends the measures that the Government of
Somalia is taking to provide material and humanitarian
assistance to refugees, in spite of its own limited re-
sources and fragile economy;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-Gen-
eral, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-

252 A/45/508.

gees, donor countries and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations for their efforts to assist
the refugees in Somalia;

4. Calls upon the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees and the World Food Pro-
gramme to resume their assistance programmes for the
refugees in the north-west districts of Somalia as soon
as possible;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in close co-oper-
ation with the Office of the High Commissioner, the
World Food Programme and the donor community, to
resume the interim assistance programme so as to en-
sure that essential food aid and other humanitarian
supplies continue to reach the refugee settlements in
the north-west districts of Somalia until such time as a
more permanent arrangement can be made;

6. Appeals once again to Member States, interna-
tional organizations and voluntary agencies to give full
support to the Secretary-General in the implementa-
tion of the interim assistance programme;

7. Reiterates its appeal to Member States, interna-
tional organizations and voluntary agencies to render
maximum and timely material, financial and technical
assistance to enable the Government of Somalia to im-
plement the projects and activities identified in the re-
port of the 1987 inter-agency mission annexed to the
report of the Secretary-General®® as the basis for a
comprehensive programme of action concerned with
both the humanitarian and the developmental needs of
refugees;

8. Requests the pertinent organizations of the
United Nations system, namely, the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Nations, the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation, the World Health Organi-
zation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and the United Nations
Children’s Fund, as well as the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme and the World Food Programme,
to prepare, in consultation with the Government of So-
malia, detailed project documentation for the im-
plementation of those projects and activities identified
in the report of the Secretary-General® as priority en-
deavours for a comprehensive programme of action;

9. Calls upon the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, the United Nations Environment Programme,
the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office and the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions to continue and expand their activitics in Somalia,
in co-operation with the Government of Somalia, and
to protect and rehabilitate its damaged environment;

10. Recognizes the important role that the non-gov-
ernmental organizations are playing with regard to pro-
grammes for the care, maintenance and rehabilitation
of refugees, particularly in activities related to small-
scale development projects, and in the fields of health
and agriculture;

11.  Requests the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees and the Administrator of the
United Nations Development Programme to apprise
the Economic and Social Council, at its second regular
session of 1991, of the progress made in their respective

4 Ibid,, paras. 55-66.



VI. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Third Commiitee 259

fields of responsibility with regard to those provisions
of the present resolution which concern them;

12. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation
with the High Commissioner and the United Nations
Development Programme, to submit to the General As-
sembly at its forty-sixth session a report on the progress
achieved in the implementation of the present resolu-
tion.
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45/155. World Conference on Human Rights

The General Assembly,

Mindful of the goal of the United Nations to promote
and encourage respect for human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion, as set out in the Charter of the
United Nations and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,’

Recognizing that all human rights and fundamental
freedoms are indivisible and interrelated and that the
promotion and protection of one category of rights
should never exempt or excuse States from the promo-
tion and protection of another,

Bearing in mind that all Member States have pledged
themselves to achieve the promotion of universal re-
spect for and observance of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms in conformity with relevant articles of
the Charter,

Noting the progress made by the United Nations to-
wards this goal and the fact that there are areas in which
further progress should be made,

Noting also that violations of human rights and fun-
damental freedoms continue to occur,

Considering that, in view of the progress made, the
problems that remain and the new challenges that lie
ahead, it would be appropriate to conduct a review of
what has been accomplished through the human rights
programme and what remains to be done,

Recalling its resolution 44/156 of 15 December 1989,
in which it requested the Secretary-General to seek the
views of Governments, specialized agencies, non-gov-
ernmental organizations and United Nations bodies
concerned with human rights on the desirability of con-
vening a world conference on human rights for the pur-
pose of dealing at the highest level with the crucial
questions facing the United Nations in connection with
the promotion and protection of human rights,

Taking note of the r(ztsport of the Secretary-General
containing those views,

Noting the expressions of support for the convening
of a world conference on human rights from many Gov-
ernments, specialized agencies and United Nations
bodies concerned with human rights and from non-gov-
ernmental organizations,

Noting also the many views concerning the import-
ance of thorough advance preparation for the success
of the conference,
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Convinced that the holding of a world conference on
human rights could make a significant contribution to
the effectiveness of the actions of the United Nations
and its Member States in the promotion and protection
of human rights,

1. Decides to convene at a high level a World Con-
ference on Human Rights in 1993 with the following ob-
jectives:

(@) To review and assess the progress that has been
made in the field of human rights since the adoption of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to
identify obstacles to further progress in this area, and
ways in which they can be overcome;

(b) To examine the relation between development
and the enjoyment by everyone of economic, social and
cultural rights as well as civil and political rights, recog-
nizing the importance of creating the conditions
whereby everyone may enjoy these rights as set out in
the International Covenants on Human Rights;®

(¢) To examine ways and means to improve the im-
plementation of existing human rights standards and in-
struments;

(@) To evaluate the effectiveness of the methods
and mechanisms used by the United Nations in the field
of human rights;

(e) To formulate concrete recommendations for
improving the effectiveness of United Nations activities
and mechanisms in the field of human rights through
programmes aimed at promoting, encouraging and
monitoring respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms;

(H To make recommendations for ensuring the nec-
essary financial and other resources for United Nations
activities in the promotion and protection of human
rights and fundamental freedoms;

2. Decides to establish a Preparatory Committec for
the World Conference on Human Rights, which shall
be open to all States Members of the United Nations
or members of the specialized agencies, with the partic-
ipation of observers, in accordance with the established
practice of the General Assembly;

3. Also decides that the Preparatory Committee
should have the mandate to make proposals for the
consideration of the General Assembly regarding the
agenda, date, duration, venue of and participation in
the Conference, preparatory meetings and activities at
the international, regional and national levels, which
should take place in 1992, and on desirable studies and
other documentation;

4. Further decides that the Preparatory Committee,
at its first session, shall elect a five-member bureau
composed of a chairman, three vice-chairmen and a
rapporteur, with due regard to equitable geographic
representation;

5. Instructs the Preparatory Committee to deal with
the substantive preparations for the Conference in ac-
cordance with the goals and objectives set out in para-
graph 1 above and bearing in mind the recommenda-
tions of the Commission on Human Rights at its
forty-seventh session;

6. Decides that the Preparatory Committee shall
hold a five-day session at Geneva in September 1991;



