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Noting the signing in November 1989 at Miami,
United States of America, by the Government of the
Cayman Islands, together with eighteen other countries
of the region, of a Caribbean customs agreement enti-
tled “Memorandum of Understanding regarding Mu-
tual Assistance and Co-operation for the Prevention
and Repression of Customs Offences in the Caribbean
Zone”,

Noting with appreciation the continued contribution
of the United Nations Development Programme, as
well as regional institutions, to the development of the
Territory,

Recalling the dispatch in 1977 of a United Nations
visiting mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of assessing the situation in the Non-
Self-Governing Territories, and considering that the
possibility of sending a further visiting mission to the
Cayman Islands at an appropriate time should be kept
under review,

1. Approves the section of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Im-
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating
to the Cayman Islands;*

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of
the Cayman Islands to self-determination and indepen-
dence in conformity with the Declaration on the Grant-
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo-
ples;

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and lim-
ited natural resources should in no way delay the
speedy exercise by the people of the Territory of their
inalienable right to self-determination and indepen-
dence in conformity with the Declaration, which fully
applies to the Cayman Islands;

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land, as the administering Power, to create such condi-
tions in the Territory as will enable the people of the
Cayman Islands to exercise freely and without interfer-
ence their inalienable right to self-determination and
independence in accordance with resolution 1514 (XV)
and all other relevant resolutions of the General As-
sembly;

5. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of
the Cayman Islands themselves to determine their fu-
ture political status in accordance with the relevant pro-
visions of the Charter of the United Nations and the
Decclaration, and in that connection reaffirms the im-
portance of fostering an awareness among the people
of the Territory of the possibilities open to them in the
excrcise of their right to self-determination and inde-
pendence;

6. Calls upon the administering Power, in consulta-
tion with the territorial Government, to facilitate the
expansion of the current localization programme to
promote increased participation of the local population
in the decision-making process;

7. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering
Power to promote the economic and social develop-
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ment of the Territory, and recommends that priority
should continue to be given to the diversification of the
Territory’s cconomyj;

8. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to take effective mea-
sures to safeguard and guarantee the inalienable right
of the people of the Cayman Islands to own and dispose
of the natural resources of the Territory, including ma-
rine resources, and to establish and maintain control
over the future development of those resources;

9. Calls upon the administering Power to continue
to take all necessary measures, in co-operation with the
territorial Government, to counter problems related to
drug trafficking;

10. Invites the specialized agencies and other orga-
nizations of the United Nations system, as well as other
international and regional institutions, to continue to
take all necessary measures to accelerate progress in
the social and cconomic life of the Territory;

11.  Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, includ-
ing the possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to
the Cayman Islands at an appropriate time and in con-
sultation with the administering Power, and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth ses-
sion.

44th plenary meeting
20 November 1990

45/27. Question of Montserrat

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of Montserrat,

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Grant-
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo-
ples,!¢

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating
to Montserrat, including in particular General Assem-
bly resolution 44/96 of 11 December 1989,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration in respect of the
Territory,

Having heard the statcment of the representative of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land, as the administering Power,!’

Bearing in mind the stated policy of the Government
of the United Kingdom, the administering Power, that
it remains ready to respond positively to the express
wish of the people of the Territory on the question of
independence,'®

Noting the constitutional developments that have
been taking place in the Territory as well as the conclu-
sion, on 13 February 1990, of the consultations between
the administering Power and the territorial Govern-
ment on matters referring to the new Constitution,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographi-
cal location and economic conditions of the Territory,
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and bearing in mind the necessity of diversifying and
strengthening further its economy as a matter of prior-
ity in order to promote economic stability,

Noting that emigration would exacerbate the short-
age of human resources, and emphasizing the impor-
tance of taking measures to broaden the educational
programme to develop the human resources of the Ter-
ritory,

Welcoming the contribution to the development of
the Territory by the specialized agencies and other or-
ganizations of the United Nations system operating in
Montserrat, in particular the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme and the United Nations Children’s
Fund,

Noting with concern the continued dissociation of the
Territory from the activities of the United Nations Ed-
ucational, Scientific and Cultural Organization since
the withdrawal by the administering Power of the asso-
ciate membership of Montserrat from that organization
in 1983, and aware of the active interest of the Govern-
ment of Montserrat in the readmission of the Territory
as an associate member of the organization,

Expressing its sympathy to the people of Montserrat
for the devastation wrought on the Territory by hurri-
cane Hugo in 1989, and welcoming the assistance ex-
tended to the Territory by the administering Power,
other Member States and relevant organizations of the
United Nations system,

Noting that, owing to the magnitude of the devasta-
tion in Montserrat, the Territory will require substantial
assistance in its rehabilitation and reconstruction ef-
forts,

Recalling the dispatch in 1975 and 1982 of United Na-
tions visiting missions to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of assessing the situation in the Non-
Sclf-Governing Territories, and considering that the
possibility of sending a further visiting mission to Mont-
serrat at an appropriate time should be kept under re-
view,

1. Approves the section of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Im-
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating
to Montserrat;

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of
Montserrat to self-determination and independence in
conformity with the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and lim-
ited natural resources should in no way delay the
speedy exercise by the people of the Territory of their
inalienable right to self-determination and indepen-
dence in conformity with the Declaration, which fully
applies to Montserrat;

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land, as the administering Power, to create such condi-
tions in the Territory as will enable the people of Mont-
serrat to exercise freely and without interference their
inalicnable right to self-determination and indepen-
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dence in accordance with resolution 1514 (XV) and all
other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly;

5. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of
Montserrat themselves to determine their future polit-
ical status in accordance with the relevant provisions of
the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration,
and reiterates its call upon the administering Power to
launch programmes, in co-operation with the territorial
Government, to foster an awareness among the people
of Montserrat of the possibilities available to them in
the exercise of their right to self-determination and in-
dependence;

6. Reaffirms that it is the responsibility of the ad-
ministering Power to promote the economic and social
development of the Territory, and reiterates the im-
portance of diversifying the Territory’s economy in
order to provide the foundations for sound social and
cconomic development;

7. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to take effective mea-
sures to safeguard and guarantee the inalienable right
of the people of Montserrat to own and dispose of the
natural resources of the Territory, including marine re-
sources, and to establish and maintain control over the
future development of those resources;

8. Aiso urges the administering Power, in co-opera-
tion with the territorial Government, to provide incen-
tives to assist nationals in finding better opportunities
at home and to attract qualified nationals from abroad,
as well as to continue to provide the necessary assis-
tance to develop the Territory’s human resources
through the rationalization of the educational system;

9. Invites the specialized agencies and other organi-
zations of the United Nations system, as well as other
international and regional organizations, to intensify
their efforts to accelerate progress in the economic and
social life of the Territory;

10.  Urges the administering Power, other Member
States and relevant agencies of the United Nations sys-
tem to continue to contribute generously to rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction efforts in the Territory, in ac-
cordance with General Assembly resolution 44/3 of 12
October 1989;

11.  Calis upon the administering Power, in co-oper-
ation with the territorial Government, to take urgent
steps to facilitate the readmission of Montserrat as an
associate member of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization;

12.  Requesis the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, includ-
ing the possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to
Montserrat at an appropriate time and in consultation
with the administering Power, and to report thereon to
the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session.

44th plenary meeting
20 November 1990

45/28. Question of the Turks and Caicos Islands

The General Assembly,

Having considered the question of the Turks and Cai-
cos Islands.



