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3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and lim-
ited natural resources should in no way delay the
speedy exercise by the people of the Territory of their
inalicnable right to sclf-determination and indepen-
dence in conformity with the Declaration, which fully
applies to American Samoa;

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the
United States of America, as the administering Power,
to create such conditions in the Territory as will enable
the people of American Samoa to exercise {reely and
without interference their inalienable right to self-de-
termination and independence in accordance with res-
olution 1514 (XV) and all other relevant resolutions of
thc General Assembly;

5. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of
American Samoa themselves to determine freely their
future political status in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and the
Decclaration, and in that connection reaffirms the im-
portance of fostering an awareness among the people
of the Territory of the possibilities open to them in the
exercise of their right to self-determination and inde-
pendence;

6. Also reaffirms the responsibility of the adminis-
tering Power to promote the economic and social de-
velopment of American Samoa, and recommends that
priority should be given to the diversification of the
Territory’s economy in order to provide the founda-
tions for sound social and economic development, to re-
duce its heavy economic and financial dependence on
the United States and to create more employment op-
portunities for the people of the Territory;

7. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to take effective mea-
sures to safeguard and guarantee the inalienable right
of the people of American Samoa to own and dispose
of the natural resources of the Territory, including ma-
rine resources, and to establish and maintain control
over the future development of those resources;

8. Urges that, because of the destruction wrought by
cyclone Ofa, emergency assistance to the Territory be
continued;

9. Invites the specialized agencies and other organi-
zations of the United Nations system to continue to
take all necessary measures to accelerate progress in
the social and economic life of the Territory;

10.  Urges the administering Power to continue to
foster close relations between the Territory and other
island communities in the region and to promote co-
opcration between the territorial Government and re-
gional institutions, as well as the specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations systcm;

11.  Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, includ-
ing the possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to
American Samoa at an appropriate time and in consul-
tation with the administering Power, taking into ac-
count, in particular, the wishes of the people of the Ter-
ritory, and to report thereon to the General Assembly
at its forty-sixth session.

44th plenary meeting
20 November 1990

45/31. Question of the United States Virgin Islands

The General Assembly,

Having considered the question of the United States
Virgin Islands,

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Grant-
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo-
ples,®

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating
to the United States Virgin Islands, including in partic-
ular General Assembly resolution 44/99 of 11 Decem-
ber 1989,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration in respect of the
Territory,

Having heard the statement of the representative of
the United States of America, as the administering
Power,!’

Noting the statement by the representative of the ad-
ministering Power that her Government continues to
maintain its long-standing support for the principle of
self-determination and that the Territories under its ad-
ministration are pursuing their right to sclf-determina-
tion at a pace of their own choosing,*

Also noting the statement by the representative of the
administering Power that the referendum on the future
status of the United States Virgin Islands planned for
November 1989 had been rescheduled by the territorial
Government for June 1991, as a result of the devasta-
tion of hurricane Hugo in September 1989, and that
provision had been made for a further run-off election
in December 1991,

Noting that the public education programme was
begun in January 1989 and that efforts are being made
to streamline the political education and referendum
process by, inter alia, dividing the seven political options
into three categories,

Noting the statcment by the representative of the
Territory that the Commission on Status and Federal
Relations considered, inter alia, the relevance of inter-
national law in the process of self-determination, voter
residency requirements for political status referendums
and the role of the United Nations in observing acts of
self-determination, and noting also the concerns ex-
pressed by the Commission and the territorial Govern-
ment regarding residency requirements for participa-
tion in acts of self-determination, and the relevant
United Nations resolutions regarding acts of self-deter-
mination in colonial Territories,*!

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographi-
cal location and economic conditions of the Territory,
and bearing in mind the necessity of diversifying and
strengthening further its economy as a matter of prior-
ity in order to promote economic stability,

Recalling with concern the devastation caused by hur-
ricane Hugo to the Territory, particularly to its social

% Ibid,, scet. B.16, para. 103 (5).
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and economic infrastructure and to the tourism and ag-
ricultural sectors,

Noting the statement by the Governor of the Terri-
tory in February 1990 that he had requested permission
from the administering Power to seek associate mem-
bership in the Organization of Eastern Caribbean
States,3?

Noting the objections of the administering Power to
the request by the United States Virgin Islands for as-
sociate membership in the Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States and its statement that it would con-
tinue to encourage and support the Territory’s informal
co-operation with the members of that organization,

Noting the continued concern expressed by a peti-
tioner at the reclamation and development of sub-
merged land at Long Bay in the Charlotte Amalie
Harbour, and noting also the statement by the repre-
sentative of the administering Power that the issue had
been settled by litigation and that those activities were
subject to the regulatory powers of the Government of
the Territory,*

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory
to drug trafficking and related activities,

Noting the active interest of the Government of the
United States Virgin Islands in participating in the re-
lated work of the international and regional organiza-
tions concerned,

Recalling the dispatch in 1977 of a United Nations
visiting mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an cffective means of assessing the situation in the Non-
Sclf-Governing Territories, and considering that the
possibility of sending a further visiting mission to the
United States Virgin Islands at an appropriate time
should be kept under review,

1. Approves the section of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Im-
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating
to the United States Virgin Islands;*

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of
the United States Virgin Islands to self-determination
and independence in conformity with the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples;

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and lim-
ited natural resources should in no way delay the
specedy exercise by the people of the Territory of their
inalienable right to self-determination and indepen-
dence in conformity with the Declaration, which fully
applies to the United States Virgin Islands;

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the
United States of America, as the administering Power,
to continue to create such conditions in the United
States Virgin Islands as will enable the people of the
Territory to exercise freely and without interference
their inalienable right to self-determination and inde-
pendence in conformity with General Assembly resolu-
tion 1514 (XV);

2 ppid, para. 103 (14).
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3 Ibid., sect. B.16.

5. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of
the United States Virgin Islands themselves to deter-
mine freely their future political status in accordance
with the relevant provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations, the Declaration and the relevant reso-
lutions of the General Assembly, and in that connection
calls upon the administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to facilitate pro-
grammes of political education in the Territory in order
to foster an awareness among the people of the possi-
bilities open to them in the exercise of their right to self-
determination;

6. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering
Power to continue to promote the economic and social
development of the United States Virgin Islands, and
reiterates the importance of diversifying the Territory’s
economy with a view to reducing its heavy economic de-
pendence on the administering Power;

7. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to take effective mea-
sures to safeguard and guarantee the inalienable right
of the people of the United States Virgin Islands to own
and dispose of the natural resources of the Territory,
including marine resources, and to establish and main-
tain control over the future development of those re-
sources;

8. Expresses its concern about the continued deple-
tion of the Territory’s marine resources, and urges the
administering Power, in consultation with the territorial
Government, to take the nccessary steps to reverse this
trend;

9. Calls upon the administering Power to continue
to take all necessary measures, in co-operation with the
territorial Government, to counter problems related to
drug trafficking;

10. Urges the administering Power to facilitate the
participation of the United States Virgin Islands in var-
1ous international and regional organizations;

11. Also urges the administering Power, Member
States and relevant agencics of the United Nations sys-
tem to continue to contribute generously towards the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the Territory in ac-
cordance with resolution 44/99;

12, Invites the specialized agencies and other orga-
nizations of the United Nations system to continue to
take all necessary measures to accelerate progress in
the social and economic life of the Territory;

13.  Urges the administering Power to continue to
take all necessary measures to comply fully with the
purposes and principles of the Charter, thc Declaration
and the relevant resolutions and decisions of the Gen-
eral Assembly relating to military activities and ar-
rangements by colonial Powers in Territories under
their administration;

14.  Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, includ-
ing the possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to
the United States Virgin Islands at an appropriate time
and in consultation with the administering Power, par-
ticularly in the light of thc referendum referred to in
the seventh and eighth prcambular paragraphs of the
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present resolution, and to report thereon to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its forty-sixth session.

44th plenary meeting
20 November 1990

45/32. Question of Guam
The General Assembly,

Having considered the question of Guam,

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Grant-
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo-
ples,

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating

to Guam, in particular General Assembly resolution
44/98 of 11 December 1989,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration in respect of the
Territory,

Having heard the statement of the representative of
the United States of America, as the administering
Power,?

Recalling that, in referendums held in Guam in 1987,
the people of Guam endorsed a draft Commonwealth
Act that, upon expeditious enactment by the Congress
of the United States of America, would reaffirm the
right of the people of Guam to draft their own consti-
tution and to govern themselves,

Noting that the draft Commonwealth Act provides
that the Congress of the United States would recognize
the inalienable right to self-determination of the Cha-
morro people, for which provisions would be made in
the Guam constitution,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographi-
cal location and economic conditions of the Territory,
and bearing in mind the necessity of diversifying and
strengthening further its economy as a matter of prior-
ity in order to promote economic stability,

Recalling that the 1977 Guam Land Use Plan recom-
mended the release of 2,100 hectares of surplus federal
land to the Government of Guam, and noting that, ac-
cording to information transmitted to the Special Com-
mittee in April 1990 by the Guam Commission on Self-
Determination, 190 hectares had been transferred by
the Navy to the Government of Guam, a further 462
hectares of the identified land had been released and
an additional 175 hectares are in the process of being
returned to the Government of Guam,

Noting the potential for diversifying and developing
the economy of Guam through commercial fishing and
agriculture,

Noting the statement of the representative of the ad-
ministering Power concerning the growth in tourism

35 Jbid., chaps. IV, V1 and IX.

and the desire of the Government of Guam for bal-
anced economic growth,

Noting also the statement of the representative of the
administering Power that the cultural identity of the
Chamorro people, the indigenous inhabitants of Guam,
would be recognized,’

Recalling the dispatch in 1979 of a United Nations
visiting mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of assessing the situation in the Non-
Self-Governing Territories, and reiterating that the
possibility of sending a further visiting mission to Guam
at an appropriate time should be kept under review,

1. Approves the section of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Im-
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In-
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating
to Guam;>®

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of
Guam to self-determination and independence in con-
formity with the Declaration on the Granting of Inde-
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

3. Reiterates its conviction that such factors as terri-
torial size, geographical location, size of population and
limited natural resources should in no way delay the im-
plementation of the Declaration, which fully applies to
Guam;

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the ad-
ministering Power to create such conditions in the Ter-
ritory as will enable the people of Guam to exercise
freely and without interference their inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in accordance
with resolution 1514 (XV) and all other relevant reso-
lutions of the General Assembly;

5. Reaffirms the importance of fostering an aware-
ness among the people of Guam of the possibilities
open to them with regard to their right to self-determi-
nation, and calls upon the United States of America, as
the administering Power, in co-operation with the ter-
ritorial Government, to expedite the process of decol-
onization strictly in accordance with the expressed
wishes of the people of the Territory;

6. Reaffirms its strong conviction that the presence
of military bases and installations in the Territory could
constitute a major obstacle to the implementation of
the Declaration and that it is the responsibility of the
administering Power to ensure that the existence of
such bases and installations does not hinder the popu-
lation of the Territory from exercising its right to self-
determination and independence in conformity with
the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations;

7. Urges the administering Power to continue to
take all necessary measures not to involve the Territory
in any offensive acts or interference against other States
and to comply fully with the purposes and principles of
the Charter, the Declaration and the resolutions and
decisions of the General Assembly relating to military

36 Ibid., chap. IX, scct. B.15, para. 94 (9).

3 Ibid., para. 94 (5).

38 Ibid., sect. B.1S



