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in the strengthening of the security of the States of the
region against the use or threat of use of nuclear weap-
ons,

Taking note with appreciation of the declarations is-
sued at the highest level by Governments of South
Asian States that are developing their peaceful nuclear
programmes, reaffirming their undertaking not to ac-
quire or manufacture nuclear weapons and to devote
their nuclear programmes exclusively to the economic
and social advancement of their peoples,

Welcoming the recent proposal for the conclusion of
a bilateral or regional nuclear-test-ban agreement in
South Asia,

Taking note of the proposal to convene, under the
auspices of the United Nations, a conference on nu-
clear non-proliferation in South Asia as soon as possi-
ble, with the participation of the regional and other
concerned States,

Bearing in mind the provisions of paragraphs 60 to 63
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of
the General Assembly'S regarding the establishment of
nuclear-weapon-free zones, including in the region of
South Asia,

Taking note also of the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral,V’

1. Reaffirms its endorsement, in principle, of the
concept of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;

2. Urges once again the States of South Asia to con-
tinue to make all possible efforts to establish a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in South Asia and to refrain, in the
mean time, from any action contrary to that objective;

3. Calls upon those nuclear-weapon States that
have not done so to respond positively to this proposal
and to extend the necessary co-operation in the efforts
to establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to communicate
with the States of the region and other concerned States
in order to ascertain their views on the issue and to pro-
mote consultations among them with a view to explor-
ing the best possibilities of furthering the efforts for the
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South
Asia;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on
the subject to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth
session;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-sixth session the item entitled “Establishment of
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia”.

54th plenary meeting
4 December 1990

45/54. Conclusion of effective international arrange-
ments to assure non-nuclear-weapon States
against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the need to allay the legitimate con-
cern of the States of the world with regard to ensuring
lasting security for their peoples,

17 A/45/462.

Convinced that nuclear weapons pose the greatest
threat to mankind and to the survival of civilization,

Deeply concerned at the arms race, in particular the
nuclear-arms race, and the possibility of the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Also convinced that nuclear disarmament and the
complete elimination of nuclear weapons are essential
to remove the danger of nuclear war,

Welcoming the progress achieved in recent years in
both nuclear and conventional disarmament,

Taking into account the principle of the non-use of
force or threat of force enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations,

Recognizing that the independence, territorial integ-
rity and sovereignty of non-nuclear-weapon States need
to be safeguarded against the use or threat of use of
force, including the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons,

Considering that, until nuclear disarmament is
achieved on a universal basis, it is imperative for the
international community to develop effective measures
and arrangements to ensure the security of non-nu-
clear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons from any quarter,

Recognizing also that effective measures and arrange-
ments to assure the non-nuclear-weapon States against
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons can contrib-
ute positively to the prevention of the spread of nuclear
weapons,

Bearing in mind paragraph 59 of the Final Document
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,'
the first special session devoted to disarmament, in
which it urged the nuclear-weapon States to pursue ef-
forts to conclude, as appropriate, effective arrange-
ments 10 assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, and desirous
of promoting the implementation of the relevant pro-
visions of the Final Document,

Recalling the relevant parts of the special report of
the Committee on Disarmament® submitted to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its twelfth special session,'® the second
special session devoted to disarmament, and of the spe-
cial report of the Conference on Disarmament submit-
ted to the Assembly at its fifteenth special session, ' the
third special session devoted to disarmament, as well as
of the annual report of the Conference on its 1990 ses-
sion,?

Recalling also paragraph 12 of the Declaration of the
1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade, contained
in the annex to its resolution 35/46 of 3 December 1980,
which states, inter alia, that all efforts should be exerted
by the Committee on Disarmament urgently to negoti-
ate with a view to reaching agreement on effective
international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nu-
clear weapons,

B Official Records gf the General Asscmbg, Twelfth Special Ses-
sion, Supplement No. 2 (A/S-12/2), sect. TIL.C.

19 Ilblild.l’: Fifteenth Special Session, Supplement No. 2 (A/S-15/2),
sect. 111.F.

0 Ibid., Forty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 27 (A/45/27), paras.
119-121.
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Noting the in-depth negotiations undertaken in the
Conference on Disarmament and its Ad Hoc Commit-
tee on Effective International Arrangements to Assure
Non-Nuclear-Weapon States against the Use or Threat
of Use of Nuclear Weapons, with a view to reaching
agreement on this item,

Taking note of the proposals submitted under that
item in the Conference on Disarmament, including the
drafts of an international convention,

Taking note also of the final document on interna-
tional security and disarmament adopted by the Ninth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-
Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 Sep-
tember 1989,7 as well as the relevant recommendations
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference reiter-
ated in the Final Communiqué of the Nineteenth Is-
lamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held at Cairo
from 31 July to 5 August 1990, calling upon the Con-
ference on Disarmament to reach an urgent agreement
on an international convention to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nu-
clear weapons,

Taking note further of the unilateral declarations on
the security of non-nuclear-weapon States against the
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons made by all nu-
clear-weapon States,

Noting the support expressed in the Conference on
Disarmament and in the General Assembly for the
elaboration of an international convention to assure
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of
use of nuclear weapons, as well as the difficulties
pointed out in evolving a common approach acceptable
to all,

Noting also the greater willingness to overcome the
difficulties encountered in previous years,

Recalling its relevant resolutions adopted in previous
years,

Desirous of promoting the implementation of its res-
olutions 44/110 and 44/111 of 15 December 1989,

1. Reaffirms the urgent need to reach an early
agreement on effective international arrangements to
assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons;

2. Notes with satisfaction that in the Conference on
Disarmament there is no objection, in principle, to the
idea of an international convention to assure non-nu-
clear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons, although the difficulties as regards
evolving a common approach acceptable to all have also
been pointed out;

3. Appeals to all States, especially the nuclear-
weapon States, to demonstrate the political will and
flexibility necessary to reach agreement on a common
approach and, in particular, on a common formula that
could be included in an international instrument of a
legally binding character;

4. Recommends that further intensive efforts should
be devoted to the search for such a common approach
or common formula and that the various alternative ap-
proaches, including, in particular, those considered in

2 gee A/45/421-8/21797, annex I, para. 44.

the Conference on Disarmament, should be further ex-
plored in order to overcome the difficulties;

5. Recommends also that the Conference on Disar-
mament should actively continue intensive negotiations
with a view to reaching early agreement and concluding
effective international arrangements to assure non-nu-
clear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons, taking into account the widespread
support for the conclusion of an international conven-
tion and giving consideration to any other proposals de-
signed to secure the same objective;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-sixth session the item entitled “Conclusion of ef-
fective international arrangements to assure non-nu-
clear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons”

54th plenary meeting
4 December 1990

45/55. Prevention of an arms race in outer space

A

PREVENTION OF AN ARMS RACE IN OUTER SPACE
The General Assembly,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in
the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful pur-
poses,

Reaffirming the will of all States that the exploration
and use of outer space, including the Moon and other
celestial bodies, shall be for peaceful purposes, shall be
carried out for the benefit and in the interest of all
countries, irrespective of their degree of economic or
scientific development, and shall be the province of all
mankind,

Reaffirming also provisions of articles 1II and IV of
the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, in-
cluding the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,?

Recalling the obligation of all States to observe the
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations regard-
ing the use or threat of use of force in their interna-
tional relations, including in their space activities,

Reaffirming further paragraph 80 of the Final Docu-
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General As-
sembly, in which it is stated that in order to prevent
an arms race in outer space further measures should be
taken and appropriate international negotiations held
in accordance with the spirit of the Treaty,

Recalling its previous resolutions on this issue and the
Declaration adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads
of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989,” and tak-
ing note of the proposals submitted to the General As-
sembly at its tenth special session and at its regular ses-
sions, and of the recommendations made to the
competent organs of the United Nations and to the
Conference on Disarmament,

Recognizing the grave danger for international peace
and security of an arms race in outer space and of de-
velopments contributing to it,

22 Resolutinn 2222 (XXI), annex.



