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tion of refugees and the return of displaced persons to their
countries or communities of origin is one of the most posi-
tive signs of the progress of peace in the region;

5. Expresses its conviction that the processes of return
to and reintegration in the countries and communities of
origin should take place in conditions of dignity and secu-
rity and with the necessary guarantees to ensure that the
affected populations are included in the respective national
development plans;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the
United Nations Development Programme and other organs
of the United Nations system to continue their support for
and involvement in the planning, implementation, evalu-
ation and follow-up of the programmes generated through
the Conference process;

7. Welcomes with satisfaction the progress made in the
implementation of the Development Programme for Dis-
placed Persons, Refugees and Repatriated Persons, and
urges the Central American countries to continue their
determined support to ensure that the Programme achieves
its aims;

8. Appeals to the international community, particularly
to the donor community, to continue and to strengthen their
support for the Conference and to continue complying with
the financing offered so as to be able effectively to achieve
the goals and objectives of the Concerted Plan of Action,
and to consolidate the progress made thus far in humani-
tarian assistance to refugees and repatriated and displaced
persons of the region;

9. Supports the special attention that the Central
American countries, Belize and Mexico are giving to the
particular needs of refugee, repatriated and displaced
women and children and to the measures being adopted
to protect and improve the environment and to preserve
ethnic and cultural values;

19. Also supporis the decision of the Central American
countries, Belize and Mexico to convene the second inter-
national meeting of the Follow-Up Committee of the Con-
ference at San Salvador in March 1992, for the purpose of
evaluating the progress made thus far in the implementa-
tion of the Concerted Plan of Action and to define ways of
improving its application;

11, Supports the initiative of the Governments of the
countries of Central America, Belize and Mexico to extend
the duration of the Conference process as long as may be
necessary, in the light of the new needs that have emerged
following the changes in the region;

12, Requests the Secretary-General to submiit to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on
the implementation of the present resolution,
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46/108. Assistance to refugees, returnces and dis-
placed persons in Africa

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 45/139 of 14 December 1990 on
emergency humanitarian assistance to Liberian refugees
and displaced persons, as well as its resolutions 45/154 on
assistance to refugees in Somalia, 45/156 on assistance to

voluntary returnees and displaced persons in Chad, 45/157
on humanitarian assistance to refugees and displaced per-
sons in Djibouti, 45/159 on assistance to refugees and dis-
placed persons in Malawi, 45/160 on the situation of refu-
gees in the Sudan, 45/161 on assistance to refugees and
returnees in Ethiopia, 45/171 on assistance to student refu-
gees in southern Africa, all of 18 December 1990, and reso-
lution 45/137 on the Interational Conference on the Plight
of Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in Southern
Africa of 14 December 1990,

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General''*
and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, '™

Bearing in mind that the affected countries are least de-
veloped countries,

Convinced of the necessity of strengthening the capacity
within the United Nations system for the implementation
and the overall coordination of relief programmes for refu-
gees, returnees and displaced persons,

Welcoming the prospects for voluntary repatriation and
durable solutions across the continent,

Recognizing the need for States of origin to create con-
ditions conducive to voluntary repatriation,

Noting with appreciation the commitment of the coun-
tries concerned to do their utmost to facilitate the provision
of assistance to the affected populations and to take the
necessary measures in this regard,

Realizing the importance of assisting the host countries,
in particular those countries that have been hosting refu-
gees for a longer time, to remedy environmental deteriora-
tion and the negative impact on public services and the
development process,

Recognizing the catalytic role the High Commissioner
plays, together with the international community and de-
velopment agencies, in the promotion of humanitarian aid
and development with a view to finding durable and lasting
solutions for refugees, returnees and displaced persons,

Deeply concerned about the critical humanitarian situ-
ation in countries in the Horn of Africa and other African
countries, caused by drought, conflict and population
movements,

Welcoming the establishment by the Secretary-General
of an office for the Special Emergency Programme for the
Horn of Africa and its efforts to coordinate needs assess-
ment and to mobilize resources,

Taking into account the consolidated inter-agency ap-
peal for the Special Emergency Programme for the Hom
of Africa,

Bearing in mind the necessity of facilitating the work of
humanitarian organizations in the Homn of Africa, in par-
ticular in the supply of food, medicine and health care to
refugees, returnees and displaced persons,

Deeply concerned by the incessant inflow of externally
displaced persons and refugees, which has added consid-
erably to the burden already being carried by Djibouti in
respect of refugees in the country, whose combined num-
ber now stands at over ninety thousand,

Noting that according to the situation report No. | of
1 October 1991 issued by the office for the Special Emer-
gency Programme for the Horn of Africa, in Djibouti the
ratio of refugees to nationals is nearing one to four, which
poses a considerable burden on the country in terms of
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security, a drain on economic resources and pressure on
social services, given the alarming number of externally
displaced persons and refugees and the size of the country
and its population,

Bearing in mind that the majority of externally displaced
persons and refugees in Djibouti are concentrated in the
country’s main urban centres and aware of all the implica-
tions thereof,

Recognizing the influxes of refugees and voluntary re-
turnees and the presence of displaced persons in Ethiopia,

Deeply concerned about the massive presence of refu-
gees, voluntary returnees and displaced persons in Ethiopia
and the enormous burden this has placed on the country’s
infrastructure and meagre resources,

Deeply concerned also about the grave consequences
this situation has entailed for Ethiopia’s capability to grap-
ple with the effects of the prolonged drought and rebuild
the country’s economy,

Aware of the heavy burden placed on the Government
of Ethiopia and of the need for immediate and adequate
assistance to refugees, voluntary returnees, displaced per-
sons and victims of natural disasters,

Aware also of the burden placed on the Government of
Kenya because of the recent influx of refugees from So-
malia and Ethiopia,

Recognizing the efforts that have been made by the Gov-
ernment of Kenya with the assistance of the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and bi-
lateral donors to deal with this emergency situation, and
the need for further assistance to over forty-eight thousand
refugees still in Kenya,

Deeply concerned about the tragic impact that the civil
war in Somalia has had on the lives of its people, affecting
four to five million people who are either refugees in
neighbouring countries or internally displaced and are in
need of urgent humanitarian assistance,

Welcoming the High Commissioner’s initial repatriation
plan and aware that thousands of Somali refugees who are
at present in other neighbouring countries, as well as inter-
nally displaced persons who wish to return to their homes
of origin, require a planned and integrated international
assistance programme designed to cover their basic needs,

Equally concerned about the plight of Ethiopian refu-
gees remaining in Somalia who urgently need international
assistance for their voluntary repatriation to their country
of origin,

Deeply convinced that it is necessary that humanitarian
assistance to Somali refugees, returnees and displaced per-
sons be mobilized urgently and delivered without delay in
view of the gravity of the situation,

Noting with appreciation that the Sudan has hosted, over
an extended period of time, more than seven hundred and
eighty thousand refugees, and that the country received an
additional influx of nearly one hundred thousand Ethiopian
refugees in May 1991,!"* notwithstanding the consequent
heavy burden shouldered by the people and the Govern-
ment of the Sudan and in spite of the prevailing economic
difficulties of the country,

Recognizing the efforts of the Government of the Sudan,
the Government of Ethiopia and the Office of the High
Commissioner to organize the voluntary repatriation of the
Ethiopian refugees despite the serious financial and logis-
tical problems,

Emphasizing the need to help refugees by implementing
the projects for refugee aid and development in refugee-
affected areas of the Sudan in accordance with resolution
45/160,

Considering that the difficulties of repatriation and re-
integration of returnees and relocation of displaced persons
are aggravated by natural disasters and that the process
poses serious humanitarian, social and economic problems
to the Government of Chad,

Cognizant of the appeal to Member States and intergov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations to continue
to provide the necessary assistance to the Government of
Chad to alleviate its problems and improve its abilities to
implement the programme of repatriation, reintegration
and relocation of voluntary returnees and displaced persons,

Noting with appreciation the continuing mediatory ef-
forts of the Economic Community of West African States
to find a peaceful solution to the Liberian crisis and the
important decisions reached at the meeting held at
Yamoussoukro, Cote d’Ivoire, on 30 October 1991, which
could lead to a final settlement,

Bearing in mind the findings and recommendations con-
tained in the report of the Secretary-General on emergency
humanitarian assistance to Liberian refugees and displaced
persons,''¢ particularly the need to continue emergency re-
lief operations pending a comprehensive needs-assessment
mission to all parts of Liberia, which will result in a unified
appeal and a concerted plan of action for the relief and
rehabilitation of Liberia,

Recognizing the increasing number of voluntary return-
ees to Liberia and the enormous burden this has placed on
the country’s infrastructure and fragile economy,

Concerned that despite the efforts made to provide the
necessary material and financial assistance for the Liberian
refugees and for the relocation of displaced persons, the
situation still remains precarious and has serious implica-
tions for the long-term development process of Liberia, as
well as for those West African countries hosting Liberian
refugees,

Recognizing the heavy burden placed on the people and
Government of Malawi and the sacrifices they are making
in caring for the refugees, given the country’s limited so-
cial services and infrastructure, and the need for adequate
international assistance to enable them to continue their
efforts to provide assistance to the refugees,

Gravely concerned about the continuing serious social
and economic impact of the massive presence of these refu-
gees, as well as its far-reaching consequences for the coun-
try’s long-term development process,

Bearing in mind the findings and recommendations of
the inter-agency mission to Malawi,'"? particularly on the
need to strengthen the country’s socio-economic infra-
structure in order to enable it to provide for the immediate
humanitarian relief requirements of the refugees, as well
as the long-term national development needs of the coun-
try,

Recognizing the need to view refugee-related develop-
ment projects within local and national development plans,

Convinced that there is an urgent need for the interna-
tional community to extend maximum and concerted as-
sistance to southern African countries sheltering refugees,
returnees and displaced persons and also to highlight the
plight of these persons,
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Welcoming with appreciation the fact that the High
Commissioner has continued in 1990 and 1991 to organize
and implement programmes for educational and other
appropriate assistance for student refugees in the southern
African region,

Expressing its appreciation to the Governments of
Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and
Zimbabwe for the cooperation that they have extended to
the High Commissioner on matters concerning the welfare
of student refugees,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General''™®
and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees;'*

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General,
the High Commissioner, donor countries and intergovern-
mental and non-governmental organizations for their as-
sistance in mitigating the plight of the large number of
refugees, returnees and displaced persons;

3. Commends the Governments concerned for provid-
ing assistance to refugees, returnees and displaced persons
and their efforts to promote voluntary repatriation and
other measures taken in order to find appropriate and last-
ing solutions;

4. Expresses deep concern at the serious and far-reach-
ing consequences of the massive presence of refugees and
displaced persons in the countries concerned and the im-
plications for their long-term socio-economic development;

5. Expresses the hope that additional resources will be
made available for general refugee programmes to keep
pace with refugee needs;

6. Appeals to Member States, international organiza-
tions and non-governmental organizations to provide ade-
quate material, financial and technical assistance for relief
and rehabilitation programmes for the large number of
refugees, voluntary returnees and displaced persons and
victims of natural disasters;

7. Calls upon the Secretary-General and the High Com-
missioner to continue their efforts to mobilize humani-
tarian assistance for the relief, repatriation, rehabilitation and
resettlement of refugees, returnees and displaced persons;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his ef-
forts to mobilize adequate financial and material assistance
for the full implementation of ongoing projects in rural and
urban areas affected by the presence of refugees, returnees
and displaced persons;

9. Requests the High Commissioner to continue her
efforts with the appropriate United Nations agencies and
intergovernmental, governmental and non-governmental
organizations in order to consolidate and increase essential
services to refugees, returnees and displaced persons;

10.  Requests the Secretary-General to study and assess
the environmental and socio-economic impact of the pro-
longed presence of refugees in the host countries with a
view to rehabilitating those areas;

I1. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a com-
prehensive and consolidated report on the implementation
of the present resolution to the General Assembly at its
forty-seventh session, under the sub-item entitled “Ques-
tions relating to refugees, returnees and displaced per-
sons”, and an oral report to the Economic and Social Coun-
cil at its regular session of 1992.
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46/110. United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of
Torture

The General Assembly,

Recalling article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights,® which states that no one shall be subjected
to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment,

Recalling also the Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,}'®

Recalling with satisfaction the entry into force on 26
June 1987 of the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,''

Recalling its resolution 36/151 of 16 December 1981, in
which it noted with deep concern that acts of torture took
place in various countries, recognized the need to provide
assistance to the victims of torture in a purely humanitarian
spirit and established the United Nations Voluntary Fund
for Victims of Torture,

Alarmed at the widespread occurrence of torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish-
ment,

Convinced that the struggle to eliminate torture includes
the provision of assistance in a humanitarian spirit to the
victims and members of their families,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,'2°

1. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the Gov-
ernments, organizations and individuals that have already
contributed to the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Vic-
tims of Torture;

2. Calls upon all Governments, organizations and in-
dividuals in a position to do so to respond favourably to
requests for initial as well as further contributions to the
Fund;

3. Invites Governments to make contributions to the
Fund, preferably on a regular basis, in order to enable the
Fund to provide continuous support to projects that depend
on recurrent grants;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments that
pledged a contribution to the Fund at the 1991 United
Nations Pledging Conference for Development Activities;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to in-
clude the Fund on an annual basis among the programmes
for which funds are pledged at the United Nations Pledging
Conference for Development Activities:

6. Expresses its appreciation to the Board of Trustees
of the Fund for the work it has carried out;

1. Also expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-
General for the support given to the Board of Trustees of
the Fund by carrying out its decisions on an increasing
number of projects;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to make use of all
existing possibilities, including the preparation, production
and dissemination of information materials, to assist the
Board of Trustees of the Fund in its efforts to make the
Fund and its humanitarian work better known and in its
appeal for contributions.
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