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renew international consensus on and elicit a sustained
political commitment by Member States to the implemen-
tation of the World Programme of Action concerning Dis-
abled Persons beyond the Decade and will ensure the con-
tinued improvement of the situation of persons with
disabilities;

6. Endorses the Guidelines for the Establishment and
Development of National Coordinating Committees on
Disability or Similar Bodies,*® adopted at Beijing;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Guidelines are disseminated as widely as possible and to
assist Member States in undertaking follow-up measures,
especially training seminars, to promote their implementa-
tion;

8. Also reguests the Secretary-General to finalize dur-
ing the next year the review of the translation into the of-
ficial languages of the United Nations of the World Pro-
gramme of Action, in particular the terms “impairment”,
“disability”, “handicap” and “disabled person”;

9. Endorses the Guidelines for the Development of Or-
ganizations of Disabled Persons,* and encourages Govern-
ments to consider these Guidelines in their national pro-
grammes;

10. Calls upon Governments and bodies of the United
Nations system to participate actively in the elaboratior of
standard rules on the equalization of opportunities for per-
sons with disabilities and in this regard to pay attention to
the particular needs of women with disabilities;

11. Reguests the Secretary-General to take due note of
the recommendation of the expert group meetings held at
Stockholm in 19877 and at Jarvenpii, Finland in 1990,
that organizations of persons with disabilities should be
fully represented in all United Nations activities related to
the Decade and beyond and, in particular, expert group
meetings;

12. Welcomes the announcement by the Government of
Canada to host a United Nations expert group meeting to
be held in conjunction with Independence *92 at Vancou-
ver, Canada, in April 1992 with the objective of drawing
up a long-term strategy to implement the World Pro-
gramme of Action to the year 2000 and beyond, with par-
ticular focus on recommending practical and action-oriented
measures that could be implemented in such fields as leg-
islation and governing mechanisms, community-based re-
habilitation, independent living, human rights aspects and
economic independence and the creation of an effective in-
ternational mechanism to coordinate and monitor activities
for 1992 and beyond;

13. Welcomes also the offer of the Government of the
United States of America to host an international confer-
ence on disability, entitled “Setting National Disability
Policies—An Agenda for Action”;

14, Decides to devote four plenary meetings at its
forty-seventh session to mark, at the appropriate global
level, the conclusion of the United Nations Decade of Dis-
abled Persons;

15. Emphasizes the need to rationalize the work of and
strengthen the Disabled Persons Unit of the Centre for So-
cial Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secre-
tariat, in order to enable it to carry out its role in the im-
plementation, within existing resources, of the objectives
of the Decade in an effective and efficient manner;

16. Reiterates its appeal to Governments for further

voluntary contributions to enable the Disabled Persons
Unit to strengthen its focal-point function on issues related
to disabilities;

17. Reaffirms that the resources of the Voluntary Fund
for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons should
be used to support catalytic and innovative activities in or-
der to implement further the objectives of the World Pro-
gramme of Action within the framework of the Decade and
beyond, with priority given, as appropriate, to programmes
and projects of the least developed countries;

18. Invites Governments and non-governmental or-
ganizations to continue their contributions to the Voluntary
Fund, and calls upon Governments and non-governmental
organizations that have not yet done so to consider contrib-
uting to the Voluntary Fund so as to enable it to respond
effectively to the growing demand for assistance;

19. Reguests the Economic and Social Council at its
next session to give its views on the continuation of the
Voluntary Fund, with new terms of reference, in response
to General Assembly resolution 45/91, and to submit its
recommendations to the Assembly at its forty-seventh
session;

20. Invites Member States to submit updated national
reports to the Secretary-General on the implementation of
the agenda for action;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im-
plementation of the present resolution under the item en-
titled “Social development”.
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46/97. United Nations Devclopment Fund for Women

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 39/125 of 14 December 1984, in
which it decided to establish the United Nations Develop-
ment Fund for Women as a separate and identifiable entity
in autonomous association with the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme,

Reaffirming that the Fund has an important role in con-
tributing to an increase in opportunities and options for
women in developing countries,

Emphasizing the position of the Fund as a specialized
resource base for development cooperation, serving as a
bridge between the needs and aspirations of women and
the resources, programmes and policies for their economic
development,

Bearing in mind that socio-economic inequities at the
national and international levels have a detrimental effect
on the situation of women in developing countries,

Noting that environmental degradation severely affects
the situation of women, particularly in developing coun-
tries,

1. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-General”'
transmitting the report of the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme on the activities of the
United Nations Development Fund for Women,;

2. Commends the Fund for its support of catalytic and
innovative projects that strengthen national capacity to im-
prove the situation of women;
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3. Encourages the Fund to continue to promote initia-
tives that will incorporate the dimension of women’s issues
in the mainstream development efforts of Governments,
United Nations agencies, non-governmental organizations
and the private sector;

4. Endorses the role of the Fund in promoting the stra-
tegic importance of the economic empowerment of women
in the preparations for the Fourth World Conference on
Women, to be held in 1995;

5. Notes with satisfaction the steady increase in contri-
butions to the Fund and urges Governments and public and
private donors to continue to extend their support of the
Fund through voluntary contributions and pledges to its
programmes;

6. Stresses the importance of the work of the Consulta-
tive Committee on the United Nations Development Fund
for Women in policy and programme directions relating to
the activities of the Fund;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to explore the pos-
sibility of providing conference services in the relevant
working languages to the Consultative Committee, bearing
in mind the importance of its work;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to transmit to
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session the re-
port of the Administrator of the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme on the activities of the Fund, to be sub-
mitted in accordance with General Assembly resolution
39/125.

74th plenary meeting
16 December 1991

46/98. Implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking

Strategies for the Advancement of Women

The General Assembly,

Recalling all its relevant resolutions, in particular reso-
lution 44/77 of 8 December 1989, in which, inter alia, it
endorsed and reaffirmed the importance of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women? for the period up to the year 2000 and set out
measures for their inmediate implementation and for the
overall achievement of the interrelated goals and objec-
tives of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling also its resolution 45/129 of 14 December
1990,

Taking into consideration the resolutions adopted by the
Economic and Social Council on issues relating to women
since its resolution 1987/18 of 26 May 1987,

Reaffirming its resolution 40/30 of 29 November 1985,
in which it emphasized that the elderly must be considered
an important and necessary element in the development
process at all levels within a given society and that, con-
sequently, elderly women should be considered contribu-
tors to as well as beneficiaries of development,

Reaffirming also its determination to encourage the full
participation of women in economic, social, cultural, civil
and political affairs and to promote development, coopera-
tion and international peace,

Conscious of the important and constructive contribu-
tion to the improvement of the status of women made by
the Commission on the Status of Women, the specialized

agencies, the regional commissions and other organiza-
tions and bodies of the United Nations system and non-
governmental organizations concerned,

Concerned that the resources available to the pro-
gramme on the advancement of women of the Secretariat
are insufficient to ensure adequate support to the Commit-
tee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
and effective implementation of other aspects of the pro-
gramme, especially the preparations for the Fourth World
Conference on Women, to be held in 1995,

Regretting that the high-level inter-regional consultation
on women in public life did not take place in 1991 as
scheduled,

Recognizing the advancement of women as one of the
priorities of the Organization for the biennium 1990-1991,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;”

2. Reaffirms paragraph 2 of section I of the recommen-
dations and conclusions arising from the first review and
appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, con-
tained in the annex to Economic and Social Council reso-
lution 1990/15 of 24 May 1990, which called for an
improved pace in the implementation of the Strategies in
the crucial last decade of the twentieth century, since the
cost to societies of failing to implement the Strategies
would be high in terms of slowed economic and social de-
velopment, misuse of human resources and reduced pro-
gress for society as a whole;

3. Urges Governments, international organizations and
non-governmental organizations to implement the recom-
mendations;

4. Calls again upon Member States to give priority to
policies and programmes relating to the subtheme “Em-
ployment, health and education”, in particular to literacy,
for the empowerment of women, especially those in the ru-
ral areas, to meet their own needs through self-reliance and
the mobilization of indigenous resources, as well as to is-
sues relating to the role of women in economic and politi-
cal decision-making, population, the environment and in-
formation;

5. Reaffirms the central role of the Commission on the
Status of Women in matters related to the advancement of
women, and calls upon it to continue promoting the imple-
mentation of the Forward-looking Strategies to the year
2000, based on the goals of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace and the sub-
theme “Employment, health and education”, and urges all
organizations of the United Nations system to cooperate
effectively with the Commission in this task;

6. Requests the Commission, when considering the pri-
ority theme relating to development during its thirty-sixth
and subsequent sessions, to ensure its early contribution to
the work of forthcoming major international conferences
such as the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development, to be held in 1992, the World Confer-
ence on Human Rights, to be held in 1993, and the Inter-
national Conference on Population and Development, to be
held in 1994, and to address the impact of technologies on
women;

7. Also requests the Commission to give special atten-
tion to women in developing countries, particularly in
Africa and the least developed countries, who suffer dis-
proportionately from the effects of the global economic cri-



