II. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Maln Committee 13

Welcoming the International Conference of Ministers
Responsible for the Status of Persons with Disabilities
hosted by the Government of Canada at Montreal, Canada,
on 8 and 9 October 1992,

Noting with appreciation the high-level participation in
its plenary meetings on 12 and 13 October 1992, marking
the conclusion of the Decade,

1. Invites all Member States and organizations con-
cemed to intensify their efforts aimed at sustained effective
action with a view to improving the situation of persons
with disabilities;

2. Proclaims 3 December as the International Day of
Disabled Persons;

3. Urges Governments, as well as national, regional
and international organizations, to extend their full coop-
eration in observing the International Day of Disabled
Persons.

37th plenary meeting
14 October 1992

47/4. Observer status for the International Organiza-
tion for Migration in the General Assembly

The General Assembly,

Noting the desire of the International Organization for
Migration to intensify its cooperation with the United
Nations,

1. Decides to invite the International Organization for
Migration to participate in the sessions and the work of the
General Assembly in the capacity of observer;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary
action to implement the present resolution.

41st plenary meeting
16 October 1992

47/5. Proclamation on Ageing

The General Assembly,

Having convened an international conference on ageing
on 15 and 16 October 1992¢ on the occasion of the tenth
anniversary of the adoption of the International Plan of Ac-
tion on Ageing,’

Adopts the Proclamation on Ageing, annexed to the pres-
ent resolution.

42nd plenary meeting
16 October 1992

ANNEX

Proclamation on Ageing
The General Assembly,

Noting the unprecedented ageing of populations taking place
throughout the world,

Conscious that the ageing of the world’s population represents an
unparalleled, but urgent, policy and programme challenge to Govemn-
ments, non-governmental organizations and private groups to ensure
that the needs of the aged and their human resource potential are ade-
quately addressed,

Conscious also that population ageing in developing regions is
proceeding much more rapidly than it occurred in the developed
world,

Aware that a revolutionary change in the demographic structure of
societies requires a fundamental change in the way in which societies
organize their affairs,

Optimistic that the coming decade will see an increalse in partner-
ships, practical initiatives and resources devoted to ageing,

Welcoming the increasing contributions of older persons to eco-
nomic, social and cultural development,

Welcoming also broad participation in the United Nations pro-
gramme on ageing,

Recognizing that ageing is a life-long process and that prepa.ratipn
for old age must begin in childhood and continue throughout the life
cycle,

Recognizing also that older persons are entitled to aspire to and at-
tain the highest possible level of heaith,

Recognizing further that with increasing age some individuals will
need comprehensive community and family care,

Reaffirming the International Plan of Action on Ageing,’ which it
endorsed in its resolution 37/51 of 3 December 1982, and the United
Nations Principles for Older Persons, annexed to its resolution 46/91
of 16 December 1991,

Noting the many United Nations activities that address ageing in the
context of development, human rights, population, employment,
education, health, housing, family, disability and the advancement
of women,

Having considered the challenges inherent in implementing the Plan
of Action,

Recognizing the need for a practical strategy on ageing for the dec-
ade 1992-2001,

1. Urges the international community:

(a) To promote the implementation of the International Plan of
Action on Ageing;

(b) To disseminate widely the United Nations Principles for Older
Persons;

(c) To support the practical strategies for reaching the global tar-
gets on ageing for the year 2001;8

(d) To support the continuing efforts of the Secretariat to clarify
policy options by improving data collection, research, training, tech-
nical cooperation and information exchange on ageing;

(e) To ensure that the ageing of populations is adequately ad-
dressed in the regular programmes of competent United Nations or-
ganizations and bodies, and that adequate resources are assigned
through redeployment;

() To support broad and practical partnerships within the United
Nations programme on ageing, including partnerships between Gov-
ernments, specialized agencies and United Nations bodies, non-gov-
ermnmental organizations and the private sector;

(8) Tostrengthen the Trust Fund for Ageing as a means of supportting
developing countries in adjusting to the ageing of their populations;

(7)) To encourage donor and recipient countries to include older
persons in their development programmes;

(1) To highlight ageing at major forthcoming events, including, in
the near future, events in the areas of human rights, the family, popu-
lation, the advancement of women, crime prevention, youth and the
proposed world summit for social development;

() To encourage the press and the media to play a central role in
the creation of awareness of population ageing and related issues,
including the celebration of the Intenational Day for the Elderly on
1 October and the dissemination of the United Nations Principles
for Older Persons;

(k) To promote intraregional and interregional cooperation and ex-
change of resources for programmes and projects on ageing, including
those for life-long healthy ageing, income generation and new forms
of productive ageing;

() To provide the immense human and material resources now ur-
gently needed for adjustments to humanity’s coming of age, which can
be understood as a demographic phenomenon, but also as a social,
economic and cultural one of great promise;

2. Also urges the support of national initiatives on ageing in the
context of national cultures and conditions, so that:



