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48/208. Emergency international assistance for peace,
normalcy and reconstruction of war-stricken
Afghanistan

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 47/119 of 18 December 1992 on
emergency international assistance for the reconstruction of
war-stricken Afghanistan,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,'”’

Noting that the establishment of the Islamic State in
Afghanistan provides a new opportunity for the reconstruction
of the country,

Wishing the people of Afghanistan peace and prosperity,

Deeply concerned about the massive destruction of property
and the serious damage to the economic and social infrastruc-
ture of Afghanistan caused by fourteen years of war,

Stressing the importance of the rehabilitation and recon-
struction of Afghanistan for the prosperity of its people, who
have suffered many hardships during fourteen years of war and
devastation and who have lost the chance for development
throughout the conflict,

Aware that Afghanistan continues to suffer from an
extremely critical economic situation as a land-locked, least
developed and war-stricken country,

Affirming the urgent need to initiate international action to
assist Afghanistan in restoring basic services and in rebuilding
the country,

Expressing its hope that the international community will
respond adequately to the consolidated appeal for emergency
humanitarian assistance for Afghanistan, launched by the
Secretary-General for the period October 1993 to March 1994,

Thanking all Governments that have rendered assistance to
Afghan refugees, in particular the Governments of Pakistan and
the Islamic Republic of Iran, and recognizing the need for
international assistance for the repatriation and resettlement of
refugees and internally displaced persons,

Bearing in mind the close interrelationship between the
revitalization of the economy and the strengthening of the
ability of Afghanistan to take effective steps towards those
objectives and the ensuring of peace and normalcy in the
country,

Stressing the important role that the United Nations can
play in the further consolidation of peace and stability by
assisting the process of national rapprochement, reconstruction
and rehabilitation in Afghanistan,

Expressing its appreciation to the States and the intergovern-
mental and non-governmental organizations that have
responded positively and continue to respond to the humanitar-
ian needs of Afghanistan, as well as to the Secretary-General
and his Personal Representative for mobilizing and
coordinating the delivery of appropriate humanitarian assist-
ance,

Welcoming the Action Plan for immediate rehabilitation,
dated October 1993, prepared by the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme, as lead agency, in cooperation with the
Government of Afghanistan, as a first step towards reconstruc-
tion and as a framework for the mobilization of international
assistance for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the
country,

Appreciating the assistance of the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in its continued
support for the repatriation of Afghan refugees from neigh-
bouring countries,

1. Encourages the Government of Afghanistan to take
immediate steps to consolidate further the political process
through national rapprochement, thus contributing to the
creation of a sound political situation and good security, which
would allow the holding of general, free and fair elections in
the country, observed by the United Nations, as soon as
circumstances permit;

2. Welcomes with appreciation the efforts of the Secretary-
General to draw the attention of the international community
to the acute problems of Afghanistan;

3. Urgently appeals to all States, organizations and pro-
grammes of the United Nations system, specialized agencies
and other intergovernmental and non-governmental organiz-
ations, as well as to the international financial and development
institutions, to provide, on a priority basis, all possible financial,
technical and material assistance for the restoration of basic
services and the reconstruction of Afghanistan and for the
resettlement of refugees and internally displaced persons,
having in mind the availability of the Afghanistan Emergency
Trust Fund referred to in paragraph 6 below;

4. Requests the Secretary-General:

(@)  To dispatch to Afghanistan, as soon as possible, a
United Nations special mission to canvass a broad spectrum of
the leaders of Afghanistan, soliciting their views on how the
United Nations can best assist Afghanistan in facilitating
national rapprochement and reconstruction, and to submit its
findings, conclusions and recommendations to the Secretary-
General for appropriate action;

(b))  To develop the Action Plan for immediate rehabili-
tation, prepared by the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, into a full-scale strategy for rehabilitation and
reconstruction, based on an in-country assessment by a team of
experts of the war damage and destruction;

(¢)  To initiate, taking into account the conclusions and
recommendations of the United Nations special mission to
Afghanistan, a plan for mobilizing financial, technical and
material assistance, including the possibility of convening a
conference of donor States and international financial institu-
tions;

5. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to monitor the
overall situation in Afghanistan and make available his good
offices as required, and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its forty-ninth session;

6. Appeals to all Member States, in particular donor
countries, to provide emergency financial assistance through the
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Afghanistan Emergency Trust Fund established in August 1988
and the consolidated appeals by the Secretary-General for
emergency humanitarian assistance for Afghanistan;

7. Invites the international financial institutions, specialized
agencies, organizations and programmes of the United Nations
system, where appropriate, to bring the special needs of
Afghanistan to the attention of their respective governing
bodies for their consideration and to report on the decisions of
those bodies to the Secretary-General;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-ninth session on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-
ninth session the item entitled “Emergency international
assistance for peace, normalcy and reconstruction of war-
stricken Afghanistan”.
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48/209.  Operational activities for development: field
offices of the United Nations development
system

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolutions 34/213 of 19 December 1979,
447211 of 22 December 1989, 46/182 of 19 December 1991 and
47/199 of 22 December 1992,

Having considered the statement made on behalf of the
Secretary-General by the Under-Secretary-General for Policy
Coordination and Sustainable Development before the Second
Committee on 9 November 1993,®

Reaffirming that the fundamental characteristics of the
operational activities of the United Nations system should be,
inter alia, their universal, voluntary and grant nature, and their
neutrality and multilateralism,

Reaffirming also the importance of a more effective and
coherent coordinated approach by the United Nations system
to the needs of recipient countries, particularly at the field
level,

Reaffirming further that the mandates of the separate United
Nations sectoral and specialized entities, funds, programmes
and specialized agencies should be respected and enhanced,
taking into account their complementarities,

Reaffirming that assistance should be based on an agreed
division of responsibility among the funding organizations,
under the coordination of the Government concerned, in order
to integrate their response into the development needs of
recipient countries,

1. Reaffirms the principle that the assistance provided by
the United Nations system should be in conformity with the
national objectives and priorities of the recipient countries, that
the coordination of various assistance inputs at the national
level is the prerogative of the Government concerned and that
the overall responsibility for, and coordination of, operational
activities for development of the United Nations system carried
out at the country level is entrusted to the resident coordinator;

2. Authorizes the establishment of field offices in Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Eritrea, Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Russian
Federation, Ukraine and Uzbekistan, and decides that those
offices shall be field offices of the United Nations development

system;

3. Reaffirms that the field offices of the United Nations
development system at the country level shall be coordinated by
resident coordinators and shall comply fully with the provisions
laid down by the General Assembly relating to the organiz-
ational structure, mandates and functions of the offices of the
United Nations development system and to the role of the
resident coordinator, in particular those provisions contained in
its resolutions 34/213, 46/182 and 47/199;

4. Stresses that all field offices should comply fully with the
provisions of its resolution 47/199 relating to the role and
functions of the resident coordinator, in particular paragraphs
38 and 39 thereof, and reaffirms that the resident representative
of the United Nations Development Programme shall normally
be designated as the resident coordinator and that, in accord-
ance with its resolution 46/182, the resident coordinator shall
normally coordinate the humanitarian assistance of the United
Nations system at the country level;

S. Reaffirms that field office activities related to public
information, where in place, should follow the relevant provi-
sions of resolutions of the General Assembly, in particular its
resolution 48/44 B of 10 December 1993;

6. Also reaffirms the need to increase the number of
common premises, in cooperation with host Governments, in a
way that increases efficiency, through, inter alia, consolidation
of administrative infrastructures of the organizations concerned,
but does not increase the costs for the United Nations system
or for developing countries;

7. Further reaffirms that all field offices should operate on
a sound financial basis;

8. Reaffirms that all field offices are to be funded through
voluntary contributions, including those from the host country,
and that the United Nations regular budget is a financial source
for currently mandated activities related to public information;

9. Decides to review the situation of all field offices as part
of the next triennial policy review of operational activities for
development within the United Nations system, through the
procedures established for that purpose in its resolution 47/199;

10. Stresses that field offices in any new recipient country
shall be based on the relevant provisions of General Assembly
resolutions, including those contained in the present resolution.
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48/210. Economic assistance to States affected by the
implementation of the Security Council resol-
utions imposing sanctions against the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montene-

gro)
The General Assembly,

Recalling the provisions of Articles 25, 48, 49 and 50 of the
Charter of the United Nations,



