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50/ 160. I npl enentation of the United Nations New
Agenda for the Devel opnment of Africa in the
1990s

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirmng its resolution 46/151 of 18 Decenber 1991, the annex to
whi ch contains the United Nati ons New Agenda for the Devel opment of Africa in
the 1990s, in paragraphs 43 (c) and (e) and 44 of which it decided, inter
alia, to conduct a md-termreview and a final review and assessnment of the
i mpl enent ati on of the New Agenda,

Reaffirm ng also its resolutions 48/ 214 of 23 Decenber 1993 and 49/ 142
of 23 Decenber 1994 concerning the inplenentati on of the New Agenda,

Recalling its resolution 45/253 of 21 Decenber 1990 on programme
pl anni ng, in which the econom c recovery and devel opnent of Africa was stated
to be one of the five overall priorities in the nediumtermplan for the
peri od 1992-1997, 1/

Taki ng note of the document entitled "Relaunching Africa's econom ¢ and
soci al devel opnent: the Cairo Agenda for Action" adopted by the Council of
M nisters of the Organization of African Unity at its seventeenth
extraordi nary session, held at Cairo from25 to 28 March 1995, and endorsed by
the Assenbly of Heads of State and Governnent of the Organization of African
Unity in its resolution AHG Res. 236 (XXXI) of 28 June 1995, 2/

Taking note also of resolution CMRes. 1596 (LXI1) of 23 June 1995 of the
Council of Mnisters of the Organization of African Unity on the

1/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-seventh Session,
Suppl enment No. 6 (A/47/6/Rev.1), vol. I, progranme 45.
2/ See A/ 50/ 647, annex |I.
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i npl enent ati on of the New Agenda, 3/ endorsed by the Assenbly of Heads of
State and CGovernment,

Bearing in mind the report of the Secretary-General of 20 June 1995 4/
to the high-level segrment of the Econonmic and Social Council at its
substanti ve session of 1995, devoted to the consideration of the devel opnent
of Africa, including the inplenentation of the New Agenda, and the summary
made by the President of the Council of the debate during the high-Ieve
segnent, 5/

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-General of 6 Cctober 1995
on advancing financial internediation in Africa 6/ and of 11 Cctober 1995 on
diversification of Africa's comodities, 7/

Recalling that the prinme objective of the New Agenda is to stop and
reverse the continuing deterioration in the socio-econom c situation of
African countries and to renew the conmtnent of the international conmunity
to support Africa's own efforts to achi eve sustai ned economc growh and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent,

Expressing serious concern about the linmted progress nmade so far in the
i npl enent ati on of the New Agenda and the continuing deterioration of the
economi ¢ and social situation in Africa,

M ndful of the urgent need for African countries to increase and
nmobi | i ze internal resources for the inplenentation of the New Agenda through
inter alia, policies for the promoti on of donestic savings, inproved and
accessi bl e banking facilities and further inprovenents in traditiona
practices of capital formation at |local levels, as well as to continue
creating an enabling environnent for domestic and foreign investnent,

Acknowl edgi ng that effective, equitable, devel opnent-oriented and
dur abl e sol utions have to be found to the problens of external debt and the
burden of debt which continue to inpede the soci o-econom c devel opnent of
African countries despite neasures taken on both a bilateral and a
mul tilateral basis to reduce or reschedule their debt,

Recogni zi ng the possi ble adverse effects and | ooking forward to the
chal | enges and opportunities for African countries of the inplenentation of
the agreenents of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations 8/ and

3/ I bid., annex I

4/ E/ 1995/ 81.

5/ See A/50/3, chap. II.

6/ A/ 50/ 490.

7/ A/ 50/ 520.

8/ See Legal Instrunents Enbodying the Results of the Uruguay Round of

Mul tilateral Trade Negoti ati ons, done at Marrakesh on 15 April 1994 (GATT
secretariat publication, Sales No. GATT/1994-7), vol. 1.
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the urgent need for further technical and financial assistance to African
countries, with a view, inter alia, to identifying the adverse effects and
al l eviating themthrough appropriate measures, including possible supportive
nmeasures, as appropriate, in order to maxinize their participation in the
worl d tradi ng system

Recogni zing al so the urgent need to continue to assist African countries
intheir efforts to diversify their econom es,

Recogni zing further that the md-termreview of the inplenentation of
t he New Agenda shoul d provide an opportunity for the international comunity
to conduct an in-depth assessnment of the actions so far taken in the
i npl enent ati on of the New Agenda and t he neasures needed for sustained
econom ¢ growth and sust ai nabl e devel opnent in Africa beyond the 1990s, and to
continue to devel op policies and neasures, including new and/or corrective
policies and neasures, as appropriate, and continued external support to the
efforts of African countries in all areas, so as to ensure the tinely,
effective and full inplenmentation of the New Agenda during the remaining part
of the decade,

Bearing in mnd its resolution 42/163 of 8 Decenber 1987 on the critica
econom c situation in Africa, in which it established an Ad Hoc Committee of
t he Whol e of the General Assenbly as the nobst appropriate mechanismto prepare
the revi ew and apprai sal of the United Nations Programe of Action for African
Econom ¢ Recovery and Devel opnent 1986-1990, and its resol utions 43/27 of
18 Novenber 1988 and 45/178 A of 19 Decenber 1990 on that review and
appr ai sal

1. Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the Secretary-
Ceneral on advancing financial internmediation in Africa and on diversification
of Africa's comoditi es;

2. Takes note also of the summary nmade by the President of the
Economi ¢ and Social Council of the debate during the high-Ievel segment of the
Council at its substantive session of 1995, devoted to the consideration of
t he devel opnent of Africa, including the inplenentation of the United Nations
New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s;

3. Reaffirns the need for the effective inplenentation of the New
Agenda and, to that effect, calls upon the donor countries and all other
parties concerned to fulfil their respective conmtnments as stated in the New
Agenda, and calls upon African countries to inplenment the neasures necessary
to achieve the goals of the New Agenda;

4. Decides to establish an ad hoc committee of the whole of the
fiftieth session of the General Assenbly as the nost appropriate mechanismto
prepare the mid-termreviewin 1996 of the inplenmentation of the New Agenda,
as provided for in the annex to resolution 46/151

5. Al so decides to convene an organi zational session of the Ad Hoc
Committee of the Wole as soon as possible but not later than 30 June 1996,
for two working days, to consider and adopt the necessary arrangenments for its
work regarding, inter alia, the md-termreview of the inplenmentation of the
New Agenda, and that the Ad Hoc Conmittee should have its Bureau constituted
at the highest appropriate |evel and conposed of a Chairman, three Vice-

Chai rmen and a Rapporteur
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6. Furt her decides that the Ad Hoc Conmittee should neet for a period
of up to seven working days in Septenber 1996, prior to the fifty-first
session of the General Assenbly, to prepare the md-termreview on the basis
of a report to be prepared by the Secretary-General, including relevant inputs
from Governnents and/or organi zati ons and programmes of the United Nations
system and ot her intergovernmental organizations, in particular the
Organi zation of African Unity and non-governnental organizations, regarding
their efforts and experiences in inplenenting the New Agenda;

7. Invites the Econom c Commission for Africa to submit a report to
the Secretary-General by June 1996 on actions taken and progress achi eved by
African countries in the inplementation of the New Agenda;

8. Deci des that the Ad Hoc Conmittee, in carrying out its nandate,
should submt its findings to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session
and propose concrete measures and recommendati ons for sustai ned economc
grow h and sustai nabl e devel opnent in Africa beyond the 1990s;

9. Urges Menber States and organs and bodies of the United Nations
systemto be represented at the highest appropriate |level and to participate
actively in the work of the Ad Hoc Committ ee;

10. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to subnmit to the Ad Hoc Committee a
report on the inplementation of the New Agenda, including a sumary and
assessnment of national efforts based on relevant inputs from African
countries, and to continue ensuring cl ose cooperation and coordination wth
the Secretary-CGeneral of the Organization of African Unity concerning the
contributions of the rel evant organs, organizations and bodies of the United
Nati ons system including the Econom ¢ Comnission for Africa, the United
Nat i ons Devel opnent Progranme, the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the
United Nations, the United Nations Industrial Devel opnent Organization, the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent, the Ofice of the United
Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees and the United Nations Children's Fund,
in the context of his report on the preparation of the md-termreview of the
i mpl ement ati on of the New Agenda;

11. Al so requests the Secretary-General to include in his report to
the Ad Hoc Committee estimates of the projected resource requirenents from al
sources, public and private, domestic and international, needed for the ful
i npl enent ati on of the New Agenda, the anount expected to be nobilized and
proposals for filling any resource gaps, taking into account the specific
econom ¢ and devel opnent situation of African countries;

12. Further requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in close cooperation with
t he organs and organi zations of the United Nation system concerned, to ensure
t he necessary preparation of the neetings of the Ad Hoc Committee;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to submt to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-first session a report on the work of the Ad Hoc Cormmittee and on
the inpl enentati on of the present resolution

98t h plenary neeting

22 Decenber 1995



