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51/ 48. The risk of nuclear proliferation in the
M ddl e East

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Bearing in mnd the relevant United Nations resolutions,

Taki ng note of the relevant resol utions adopted by the CGeneral
Conference of the International Atom c Energy Agency, the latest of which is
resol uti on GC(40) RES/ 22 adopted on 20 Septenber 1996, and noting the danger of
nucl ear proliferation, especially in areas of tension

Cogni zant that the proliferation of nuclear weapons in the region of the
M ddl e East woul d pose a serious threat to international peace and security,

M ndful of the inportance of placing all nuclear facilities in the
region of the Mddle East under full-scope safeguards of the Internationa
At omi ¢ Energy Agency,

Recalling the resolution on the Mddl e East adopted by the 1995 Revi ew
and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nucl ear Weapons on 11 May 1995,! in which the Conference noted with concern
the continued existence in the Mddl e East of unsafeguarded nucl ear
facilities, reaffirned the inportance of the early realization of universa

1 See 1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, Final Docunent, Part |
( NPT/ CONF. 1995/ 32 (Part 1)), annex.
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adherence to the Treaty? and called upon all States in the Mddle East that
had not yet done so, wi thout exception, to accede to the Treaty as soon as
possible and to place all their nuclear facilities under full-scope

I nternational Atom c Energy Agency safeguards,

Recal ling al so the decision on principles and objectives for nucl ear
non-proliferation and di sarmanent adopted by the 1995 Revi ew and Extension
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear
Weapons on 11 May 1995,! in which the Conference urged universal adherence to
the Treaty as an urgent priority and called upon all States not yet party to
the Treaty to accede to it at the earliest date, particularly those States
t hat operate unsafeguarded nucl ear facilities,

Noting that, since the adoption of the aforenentioned resolution and
decision on 11 May 1995, Djibouti and the United Arab Em rates have becone
parties to the Treaty, and that Oran will becone a party to the Treaty at the
earliest date, and noting also that Israel shall be the only State in the
M ddl e East that has not yet beconme a party to the Treaty and has not decl ared
its intention to do so,

Concer ned about threats posed to security and stability by the
proliferation of nuclear weapons and other weapons of nass destruction in the
regi on,

Stressing the inportance of undertaking confidence-buil di ng neasures, in
particul ar the establishment of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in the Mddl e East,
in order to consolidate the non-proliferation regi ne and enhance peace and
security in the region,

Noti ng the adoption of the Conprehensive Nucl ear-Test-Ban Treaty by the
General Assenbly® and its signature by one hundred and thirty-two States,
i ncluding a number of States in the region

1. Wl cones the accession of Djibouti to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons? on 22 August 1996, as well as the
deci sion of Oran, expressed by its Mnister of State for Foreign Affairs
before the General Assenbly on 1 Cctober 1996, to accede to the Treaty;

2. Calls upon the only State in the region that is not yet party to
the Treaty and has not declared its intention to do so, to accede to the
Treaty without further delay, and not to devel op, produce, test or otherw se
acqui re nucl ear weapons and to renounce possession of nucl ear weapons, and to
pl ace all unsafeguarded nucl ear facilities under full-scope Internationa
At omi ¢ Energy Agency safeguards as an inportant confidence-buil ding neasure
anong all States of the region and as a step towards enhanci ng peace and
security;

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No. 10485

3 See resol ution 50/245.

4 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session
Pl enary Meetings, 16th neeting.




A RES/ 51/ 48
Page 3

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session on the inplenentation of the present resolution

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "The risk of nuclear proliferation in the Mddle
East".

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996



