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51/ 77. The rights of the child

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 50/153 of 21 Decenber 1995 and Commi ssion on
Human Rights resolution 1996/85 of 24 April 1996,1

Encour aged by the wi despread conmtnent and political will shown by the
unpr ecedent ed nunber of States that have beconme parties to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child,2 while noting that the goal of achieving universa
ratification by 1995 was not reached,

Seriously concerned about those reservations to the Convention which are
contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention or otherw se contrary to
international treaty law, and recalling that the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, ® held at
Vienna from14 to 25 June 1993, urges States to w thdraw such reservations,

Reaffirm ng the Vienna Decl aration and Programme of Action, which states
that national and international nechanisns and programes shoul d be
strengt hened for the defence and protection of children, in particular the
girl child, abandoned children, street children, econom cally and sexually
expl oited children, including through child pornography, child prostitution or

1 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent

No. 3, (E/1996/23), chap. 11, sect. A
2 Resol ution 44/ 25, annex.
¢ A/ CONF. 157/24 (Part 1), chap. II1I.
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sal e of organs, children victins of diseases, including acquired

i mmunodefici ency syndrone, refugee and displaced children, children in
detention, children in arnmed conflict and children victinms of fam ne, drought
and ot her energencies, and al so requires neasures against female infanticide
and harnful child |abour

Reaffirm ng also that the best interests of the child shall be a prinmary
consideration in all actions concerning children

Noting with appreciation the inportant work carried out by the United
Nations, in particular the United Nations Children's Fund, the Commttee on
the Rights of the Child, the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human
Rights on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and
t he expert designated by the Secretary-CGeneral to undertake the study on the
i npact of arnmed conflict on children,

Recogni zi ng the val uabl e work done by rel evant intergovernnental and
non- gover nnent al organi zations for the pronotion and protection of the rights
of the child,

Prof oundly concerned that the situation of children in many parts of the
world remains critical as a result of inadequate social and economc
conditions, poverty, natural disasters, armed conflicts, displacenent,
exploitation, racismand all fornms of intolerance, unenploynent,
rural -to-urban mgration, illiteracy, hunger, disability and drug abuse, and
convi nced that urgent and effective national and international action is
cal l ed for,

Recogni zing that |egislation per se is not enough to prevent violations
of the rights of the child, that stronger political commtnment is needed and
that Governnents should inplenment their | aws and conpl ement |egislative
nmeasures with effective action, inter alia, in the fields of |aw enforcenent
and the adm nistration of justice and in social, educational and public health
pr ogr ames,

Recal ling the reconmendati on made by the Wrld Conference on Human
Rights that matters relating to human rights and the situation of children be
regularly reviewed and nonitored by all relevant organs and nmechani sns of the
United Nations system and by supervisory bodies of the specialized agencies in
accordance with their nandates,*

Il npl enentation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

1. Wl cones the unprecedented nunber of one hundred and ei ghty-seven
States that have ratified or acceded to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child as a universal commitment to the rights of the child;

2. Urges once again all States that have not yet done so to sign and
ratify or accede to the Convention as a matter of priority, with a viewto
reachi ng the goal of universal adherence established by the Wirld Sunmt for

4 1bid., chap. Ill, sect. Il, para. 51
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Children,® held in New York on 29 and 30 Septenber 1990, and reiterated in the
Vi enna Decl aration and Progranme of Action

3. Reaffirns that all States have a duty to fulfil the obligations
t hey have undertaken under the various international instrunents, and, in this
regard, enphasizes the inportance of the full inplementation by States parties

of the provisions of the Convention

4. Urges States parties to the Convention which have nmade
reservations to review the conpatibility of their reservations with article 51
of the Convention and other relevant rules of international law, with the aim
of wi thdraw ng them

5. Al so urges States parties to the Convention to accept the
anendnment to paragraph 2 of article 43 of the Convention, which would increase
the menbership of the Committee on the Rights of the Child fromten to
ei ght een experts;

6. Wl cones the report of the Conmittee on the Rights of the
Child,® submtted pursuant to article 44, paragraph 5, of the Convention, and
notes with appreciation the constructive role played by the Commttee in
creating awareness of the principles and provisions of the Convention and in
provi ding recormendations to States parties on its inplenmentation

7. Calls upon States parties to the Convention to ensure that the
education of the child shall be carried out in accordance with article 29 of
the Convention and that the education be directed, inter alia, to the
devel opnent of respect for human rights and fundanental freedons, for the
Charter of the United Nations and for different cultures and to the
preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit
of understandi ng, peace, tolerance, equality of the sexes and friendship anong
peopl es, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indi genous
origin;

8. Al so calls upon States parties to the Convention, in accordance
with their obligation under article 42 of the Convention, to nmake the
principles and provisions of the Convention wi dely known to adults and
children alike;

9. Stresses that the inplenentation of the Convention contributes to
t he achi evenent of the goals of the Wrld Summit for Children as enphasized in
the report of the Secretary-General on the progress at m d-decade on
i npl enent ati on of General Assenbly resolution 45/217 of 21 Decenber 1990 on
the World Summit for Children;’

5 See A/ 45/ 625, annex.

6 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 41 (A 51/41).

" Al 51/ 256.
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Protection of children affected by arnmed conflict

10. Invites all States to accede to relevant international human
rights and humanitarian instrunments, and urges themto inplenent those to
whi ch they are parti es;

11. Urges States and other parties to arned conflict to respect
i nternational humanitarian | aw

12. Calls upon States fully to respect the provisions contained in the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 19498 and the Additional Protocols thereto of
1977,° as well as those contained in the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, which accord children affected by arnmed conflict special protection and
treat nent;

13. Wl cones the report of the expert of the Secretary-General on the
i npact of arnmed conflict on children,!® and takes note with appreciation of
t he recomendati ons included therein which address the prevention of the
i nvol venent of children in arnmed conflict, the reinforcement of preventive
nmeasures, the rel evance and adequacy of existing standards, the measures
required to inprove the protection of children affected by armed conflict and
the acti ons needed to pronote the physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and
social reintegration of children affected by armed conflict;

14. Notes with interest the participatory process through which the
report of the expert was prepared in close collaboration with Menber States
and United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons, as well as other rel evant
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organi zati ons;

15. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure that the report of the
expert is dissem nated as wi dely as possi bl e anong Menber States and
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, as well as within the
United Nations system

16. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Cormittee on the
Rights of the Child and the recomendati ons contai ned therein concerning the
situation of children affected by arned conflict;

17. Wl cones resolution CM Res. 1659 (LXIV) on the plight of African
children in situations of arnmed conflict adopted by the Council of Mnisters

8 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

° Ibid., vol. 1125, Nos. 17512 and 17513.
10 A/51/306 and Add. 1.

L Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 41 (A/51/41), chap. I, sect. C 1.
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of the Organization of African Unity at its sixty-fourth ordinary session,
held at Yaoundé from1 to 5 July 1996; *?

18. Recommends that States parties to the Convention pronote w de
di ssem nati on and awar eness of rel evant standards on the rights of the child
and devel op education and training activities on the rights of the child as a
nmeasure to ensure the protection of children affected by armed conflict;

19. Calls upon States and United Nations bodi es and organi zations to
treat children in situations of armed conflict as a priority concern in human
rights, humanitarian and devel opment activities, including in field operations
and country programres, to enhance coordi nati on and cooperation throughout the
United Nations systemand to ensure effective protection for children affected
by arned conflict;

20. Call s upon the executive boards of relevant United Nations funds
and programmes, the specialized agencies and ot her conpetent bodies to explore
ways and means by which they can contribute nore effectively to the protection
of children in armed conflict;

21. Recommends that the humanitarian concerns relating to children
affected by armed conflict and their protection be fully reflected in United
Nations field operations, which, inter alia, pronote peace, prevent and
resol ve conflicts and inpl ement peace agreenents;

22. Underlines the inportance of including neasures to ensure respect
for the rights of the child, including in the areas of health and nutrition
education, physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration,
wi thi n energency and ot her hunmanitarian assi stance policies and programes;

23. Stresses the need for Governnents and other parties to arned
conflict to take neasures, including the establishment, for exanple, of "days
of tranquillity" and "corridors of peace", to ensure humanitarian access, the

delivery of humanitarian relief and the provision of services, such as
education and health, including inmmunization of children affected by armnmed
conflict;

24. Supports the work of the open-ended inter-sessional working group
of the Conm ssion on Human Rights on the el aboration of a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child related to the
i nvol venent of children in armed conflict, and expresses the hope that it wll
make further progress prior to the fifty-third session of the Comm ssion with
a viewto finalizing this work

25. Urges States and all other parties to armed conflict to adopt al
necessary neasures to end the use of children as soldiers and to ensure their
denobi li zation and reintegration into society, including through adequate
education and training, in a manner that fosters their self-respect and
dignity, and invites the international community to assist in this endeavour

26. Calls upon all States and rel evant United Nations bodies,
i ncluding the Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mne C earance, to
contribute on an ongoi ng basis to international mne-clearance efforts, and

12 See A/ 51/524, annex |
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urges States to take further action to pronote gender and age-appropriate
m ne- awar eness programmes and child-centred rehabilitation, thereby reducing
t he nunber and the plight of child victins;

27. Wl cones international efforts aimed at restricting and
prohi biting the indiscrimnate use of anti-personnel m nes;

28. Reaffirnms that rape in the conduct of armed conflict constitutes a
war crime and that under certain circunstances it constitutes a crime against
humanity and an act of genocide as defined in the Convention on the Prevention
and Puni shnment of the Crime of Genocide,®® and calls upon all States to take
all neasures required for the protection of wonen and children fromall acts
of gender-based viol ence, including rape, sexual exploitation and forced
pregnancy, and to strengthen nmechanisns to investigate and punish all those
responsi ble and bring the perpetrators to justice;

29. Stresses the need for all humanitarian responses in conflict
situations to enphasi ze the special reproductive health needs of wonen and
girls, including those that arise frompregnancy as a result of rape, sexua
mutilation, childbirth at an early age or infection with sexually transnmitted
di seases, as well as human inmunodefici ency virus/acquired inmunodefici ency
syndrone, and their access to famly planning services;

30. Ugently requests that appropriate neasures be taken by Menber
States and United Nations agencies, wthin the scope of their respective
mandat es, to ensure humanitarian access to children affected by armed
conflict, to facilitate the extension of humanitarian assistance, including
education, and to ensure the physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and
reintegration into society of child soldiers, victinms of |andm nes and victins
of gender-based vi ol ence;

31. Recommends t hat whenever sanctions are inposed their inpact on
children be assessed and nonitored and that humanitari an exenptions be
child-focused and formul ated with clear application guidelines;

32. Recal Il s the inportance of preventive nmeasures such as early
war ni ng systens, preventive di pl omacy and education for peace to prevent
conflicts and their negative inpact on the enjoynment of the rights of the
child, and urges Governnents and the international comunity to pronote
sust ai nabl e human devel opnent;

33. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in cooperation with Menber States,
i nternational organizations and rel evant non-governmental organizations, to
consider nodalities for organizing regional training programes for menbers of
the arned forces relating to the protection of children and wonen during arned
conflict;

34. Invites Governments to integrate into their mlitary programres,
i ncludi ng those for peacekeepi ng personnel, instruction on their
responsibilities towards civilian communities and in particul ar towards wonen
and chil dren;

13 Resolution 260 A (I11).
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35. Recommends that the Secretary-CGeneral appoint for a period of
three years a Special Representative on the inpact of armed conflict on
children and ensure that the necessary support is made available to the
Speci al Representative for the effective performance of his/her mandate,
encourages the United Nations Children's Fund, the Ofice of the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees and the office of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights/Centre for Human Rights to provide support
to the Special Representative, and calls upon States and institutions
concerned to provide voluntary contributions for that purpose;

36. Recommends that the Special Representative:

(a) Assess progress achieved, steps taken and difficulties encountered
in strengthening the protection of children in situations of arnmed conflict;

(b) Rai se awareness and pronote the collection of information about
the plight of children affected by arned conflict and encourage the
devel opnent of networ ki ng;

(c) Wrk closely with the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child,
rel evant United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies and ot her competent
bodi es, as well as non- governnental organi zati ons;

(d) Foster international cooperation to ensure respect for children's
rights in these situations and contribute to the coordination of efforts by
Governments, relevant United Nations bodies, notably the office of the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights/Centre for Human Rights, the Ofice
of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, the United Nations
Children's Fund, the specialized agencies and the Conmittee on the R ghts of
the Child, relevant special rapporteurs and working groups, as well as United
Nations field operations, regional and subregional organizations, other
conpet ent bodi es and non-gover nnment al organi zati ons;

37. Requests the Special Representative to submit to the Genera
Assenbly and the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts an annual report containing
rel evant information on the situation of children affected by armed conflict,
bearing in mnd existing mandates and reports of rel evant bodi es;

38. Requests CGovernnents, the specialized agencies, relevant United
Nat i ons organs and regi onal, intergovernnmental and non-governnenta
organi zations, as well as the Commttee on the Rights of the Child, other
rel evant human rights treaty bodi es and human ri ghts nechani sns, to cooperate
with the Special Representative and to provide information on the neasures
adopted to ensure and respect the rights of children affected by arnmed
conflict;

39. Calls upon Menber States and relevant United Nations bodies and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons to consi der how the inpact of arned conflict on
children can best be integrated into events designed to commenorate the tenth
anni versary of the Wrld Summit for Children and the entry into force of the
Conventi on;
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Refugee and internally displaced children

40. Urges Governments to pay particular attention to the situation of
refugee and internally displaced children by continuing to design and inprove
the inplenentation of policies for their care and well-being with the
necessary international cooperation, in particular that of the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees and the United Nations
Children's Fund;

41. Calls upon States and United Nations bodies, in recognizing the
particular vulnerability of refugee and internally displaced children, to
protect both their safety and their devel opmental needs, including health,
education and psychosocial rehabilitation

42. Calls upon States and United Nations bodi es and ot her
organi zations to ensure the early identification and registration of
unacconpani ed refugee and internally displaced children and to give priority
to progranmes for famly tracing and reunification

43. Calls for the continual nonitoring of the care arrangenents of
unaccomnpani ed refugee and internally displaced children

44, Calls upon States and other parties to arned conflict to recognize
the particular vulnerability of refugee and internally displaced children to
recruitnment into the arned forces and to sexual violence, exploitation and
abuse and to enhance protection and assistance nechani sns;

45, Calls upon the United Nations Children's Fund and ot her rel evant
United Nations bodi es and agenci es and governnental and non-gover nnent al
organi zations to continue to adopt all necessary neasures to ensure the
survival, assistance and protection of internally displaced children;

46. Stresses the special vulnerability of househol ds headed by
children, and calls upon Governments and United Nations bodies to give urgent
attention to their situation and to devel op policy and programe guidelines to
ensure their protection and care, in the best interests of the child;

47. Al so stresses that wonen and youth be fully involved in the
design, delivery, monitoring and i nplenentation of measures to protect them
from sexual violence and fromthe recruitnment of children into the armed
forces;

IV

Prevention and eradication of the sale of children and of their sexua
exploitation, including child prostitution and child pornography

48. Wl cones the interimreport of the Special Rapporteur of the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights on the sale of children, child prostitution and
chil d pornography; *

14 A/ 51/ 456, annex.
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49. Expresses its support for the work of the Special Rapporteur
appoi nted by the Comm ssion on Human Rights to exam ne, all over the world,
the question of the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nogr aphy;

50. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all necessary human and financial assistance to nake the full discharge
of the mandate possible and to enable her to submt an interimreport to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session and a report to the Conm ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-third session

51. Supports the work of the open-ended inter-sessional working group
of the Conm ssion on Human Rights on the el aboration of a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child related to the sal e of
children, child prostitution and child pornography, and expresses the hope
that it will make further progress prior to the fifty-third session of the
Conmmission with a viewto finalizing this work

52. Calls upon all States parties to fulfil their obligation under
article 34 of the Convention, and also calls upon all States to support
efforts in the context of the United Nations system ai ned at adopting
effective national, bilateral and multil ateral nmeasures for the prevention and
eradi cation of the sale of children and of their sexual exploitation,
including child prostitution and child pornography, in particular by
crimnalizing the sexual exploitation of children

53. Wl cones the convening of the Wrld Congress agai nst Comerci a
Sexual Exploitation of Children, held at Stockholmfrom 27 to 31 August 1996
and expresses its appreciation to the Governnment of Sweden for organizing it,
in cooperation with the United Nations Children's Fund, End Child Prostitution
in Asian Tourism and the Non- Governmental Organizations Goup for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,

54. Wl cones with satisfaction the adoption and di ssem nation of the
Decl arati on and Agenda for Action of the Wrld Congress agai nst Conmercia
Sexual Exploitation of Children, ! which constitutes an inportant contribution
to the global efforts ainmed at the eradication of such practi ces;

55. Requests all States to inplenent on an urgent basis neasures to
protect children fromall fornms of sexual exploitation, including neasures in
line with those outlined in the Declaration and Agenda for Action

56. Calls upon States to crimnalize the conrercial sexua
expl oitation of children and the other fornms of sexual exploitation of
children and to condemn and penalize all those offenders invol ved, whether
| ocal or foreign, while ensuring that children victins of this practice are
not penalized,;

57. Al so calls upon States to review and revi se, where appropri ate,
| aws, policies, programmes and practices to elimnate the conmercial sexua
expl oitation of children

15 A/ 51/ 385, annex.
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58. Further calls upon States to enforce relevant |aws, policies and
programes to protect children from sexual exploitation, in particular by
penal i zing all those offenders involved, and to strengthen communicati on and
cooper ati on between | aw enforcenment authorities;

59. Stresses the need to conbat the existence of a market that
encour ages such crimnal practices against children

60. Urges States, in cases of sex tourism to devel op or strengthen
and to inplenent laws to crimnalize the acts of nationals of the countries of
origin when commtted against children in the countries of destination, to
ensure that a person who exploits a child for sexual abuse purposes in another
country is prosecuted by conpetent national authorities, either in the country
of origin or in the country of destination, to strengthen |aws and | aw
enforcenent, including confiscation and seizure of assets and profits and
ot her sanctions, against those who commit sexual crines against children in
countries of destination and to share rel evant data;

61. Requests States to step up cooperation and concerted action by al
rel evant | aw enforcenent authorities and institutions with a viewto
dismantling national, regional and international networks in trafficking in
chil dren;

62. Invites States to allocate resources to provide conprehensive
programes designed to heal and to rehabilitate into society child victinms of
trafficking and sexual exploitation, including through job training, |ega
assi stance and confidential health care, and to take all appropriate nmeasures
to pronote their physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration

63. Stresses the need to strengthen partnershi ps between Governments,
i nternational organizations and all sectors of civil society, in particular
non- gover nnent al organi zations, in order to achi eve these objectives;
V

Elimnation of exploitation of child |abour

64. Encour ages Menber States that have not yet done so to ratify and
i npl enent the conventions of the International Labour Organization relating to
the elimnation of exploitation of child I abour, in particular those
concerning the m ni mum age for enploynment, the abolition of forced | abour and
the prohibition of particularly hazardous work for children

65. Calls upon Governnents to take legislative, adm nistrative, socia
and educational measures to ensure the protection of children from economc
exploitation, in particular protection fromperformng any work that is likely
to be hazardous or to interfere with the child s education or be harnful to
the child s health or physical, nental, spiritual, noral or socia
devel opnent ;

66. Urges Governnments to take all necessary nmeasures, as a matter of
priority, to elimnate all extreme fornms of child | abour, such as forced
| abour, bonded | abour and other forms of slavery;

67. Encourages, in particular, CGovernments to take the necessary
| egi sl ative, adm nistrative, social and educational neasures to provide for a
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m ni mum age or m ni mum ages for adm ssion to enpl oynment, appropriate
regul ati ons of the hours and conditions of enployment and appropriate
penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective enforcenent of these
neasur es;

68. Invites Governments, in accordance with the comm tments nmade at
the World Summit for Social Devel opnent held at Copenhagen from6 to 12 March
1995, to set specific target dates for elimnating all forns of child |abour
which are contrary to accepted international standards, to ensure the ful
enforcenent of relevant existing | aws and, where appropriate, to enact the
| egi sl ation necessany to inmpl enent obligations under the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child! and International Labour Organization standards ensuring
the protection of working children

69. Encour ages Menber States to strengthen international cooperation
i ncl udi ng through the United Nations programe of advisory services in the
field of human rights, the International Programme on the Elimnation of Child
Labour of the International Labour Organization and the activities of the
United Nations Children's Fund, as a nmeans of assisting Governnments in
preventing or conbating violations of the rights of the child, including the
expl oitation of child | abour

70. Recogni zes the neasures taken by Governnents to elimnate the
exploitation of child labour, and calls upon relevant United Nations bodies
and specialized agencies, in particular the United Nations Children's Fund and
the International Labour Organization, to support national efforts in this
regard;

71. Requests that neasures be taken by Governnents, at the nationa
and international levels, within the framework of multisectoral approaches, to
end the exploitation of child labour in line with the comm tnents undertaken
at the Wrld Sunmt for Social Devel opnent and at the Fourth World Conference
on Wonen, ! held at Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995, and taking into
account the results of other relevant United Nations conferences;

72. Call s upon Governnments to translate into concrete action their
commitment to the progressive and effective elimnation of child | abour and to
i npl enent, inter alia, national action plans and the International Labour
Organi zation resolution on the elimnation of child | abour, adopted on 18 June
1996 by the International Labour Conference at its eighty-third session at
Ceneva, as well as other relevant resolutions on the subject adopted by the
CGeneral Assenbly and the Commi ssion on Human R ghts;

73. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral, when reporting on the
i npl enentati on of the present resolution, to cooperate closely and at an early
stage with relevant actors and United Nations organizations and bodies, in
particul ar the International Labour Organization and the United Nations
Children's Fund, in order to provide information on initiatives aimed at
elimnating exploitation of child | abour and to reconmend ways and neans of
i nprovi ng cooperation at the national and international levels in this field;

16 See A/ CONF. 166/ 9.

17 See A/ CONF. 177/ 20 and Add. 1.
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Vi

The plight of street children

74. Expresses grave concern at the continued growh in the nunber of
i ncidents worl dwi de and at reports of children living or working on the
streets being involved in and affected by serious crinme, drug abuse, violence
and prostitution;

75. Urges Governnments to continue actively to seek conprehensive
solutions to tackle the problens of children living or working on the streets,
to take measures to ensure their reintegration into society and to provide,
inter alia, adequate nutrition, shelter, health care and education, taking
into account the fact that such children are particularly vulnerable to al
forns of abuse, exploitation and negl ect;

76. Strongly urges all Governnments to guarantee the respect for al
human rights and fundanmental freedons, particularly the right tolife, and to
take urgent neasures to prevent the killing of street children and to conbat

torture and viol ence against them and to ensure that [egal and juridica
processes respect children's rights in order to protect them against the
arbitrary deprivation of liberty, maltreatnment or abuse;

77. Enphasi zes that strict conpliance with the provisions of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and other rel evant hunman rights
instruments constitutes a significant step towards solving the probl ens of
children living or working on the streets, including problens of exploitation
abuse and abandonnment of children, and reconmmends that the Committee on the
Rights of the Child and other relevant treaty nonitoring bodies give attention
to this growi ng probl emwhen exam ning reports of States parties;

78. Calls upon the international conmunity to support, through
effective international cooperation, the efforts of States to inprove the
situation of children in need of special protection nmeasures, including child
wel | -being in urban settlenents, in accordance with the Habitat Agenda adopted
by the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11), held at
| stanbul, Turkey, from3 to 14 June 1996, '® and encourages States parties to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, in preparing their reports to the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child, to bear this problemin mnd and to
consi der requesting technical advice and assistance for initiatives ained at
i nproving the situation of street children, in accordance with article 45 of
t he Conventi on;

VI |

79. Invites Governnments, United Nations bodi es and organi zati ons,
including the United Nations Children's Fund and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, and rel evant mechani sns of
t he Conm ssion on Human Rights and intergovernnental and non-gover nnent al
organi zations to cooperate with one another to ensure greater awareness and
nore effective action to solve the problemof children living in exceptionally
difficult conditions by, among other neasures, initiating and supporting

8 A/ CONF. 165/ 14, chap. |, resolution 1, annex II
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devel opnent projects that can have a positive inpact on the situation of those
chil dren;

80. Requests the Speci al Rapporteur of the Commi ssion on Hunan R ghts
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography to submt an
interimreport to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session;

81. Requests the Secretary-General to submt a report on the rights of
the child to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session, containing
i nformati on on the status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
probl ems of exploitation of child | abour, its causes and consequences, in
accordance with paragraph 73 above;

82. Decides to continue its consideration of this question at its

fifty-second session under the itementitled "Pronotion and protection of the
rights of children”.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



