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51/ 66. Traffic in wonen and qgirls

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,! the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Di scrim nation agai nst Wonen, 2 the Internati onal Covenants on Hunman
Ri ghts,® the Convention against Torture and Gt her Cruel, |nhuman or Degrading
Treat nent or Puni shment,* the Convention on the Rights of the Child® and the
Decl aration on the Elimnation of Violence agai nst Wnen, ®

! Resolution 217 A (111).

2 Resol ution 34/180, annex.

3 Resol ution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
4 Resol ution 39/46, annex.

5 Resol ution 44/25, annex.

6 Resol ution 48/104.
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Recalling the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Qthers,” and taking note of the
conments contained in the report of the Secretary-General,?®

Recalling also all previous resolutions on the problemof the traffic in
worren and girls,

Affirm ng the provisions of the outcone of the Wrld Conference on Hunman
Ri ghts,® held at Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993, the International Conference
on Popul ation and Devel opnent, ' held at Cairo from5 to 13 Septenber 1994,
the Wrld Sunmt for Social Devel opment, ! held at Copenhagen from6 to 12
March 1995, the Fourth World Conference on Winen, 2 held at Beijing from4 to
15 Septenber 1995, and the Ninth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatnent of Ofenders,?!® held at Cairo from29 April to 8 May
1995, pertaining to the traffic in wonmen and chil dren

Acknowl edgi ng the work done by intergovernmental and non-governnenta
organi zations in conpiling information on the scale and conplexity of the
probl em of trafficking, in providing shelters for trafficked wonen and
children and in effecting their voluntary repatriation to their countries of
origin,

Noting with concern the increasing nunber of wonmen and girl children
from devel opi ng countries and from sone countries with economes in transition
who are being victimzed by traffickers, and acknow edgi ng that the probl em of
trafficking also victim zes young boys,

Convi nced of the need to elimnate all forms of sexual violence and
sexual trafficking, including for prostitution and other forms of comrercia
sex, which are violations of the human rights of wonen and girl children and
are inconpatible with the dignity and worth of the human person

Realizing the urgent need for the adoption of effective measures
nationally, regionally and internationally to protect wonmen and girl children
fromthis nefarious traffic,

" Resol ution 317 (1V).
8 A/51/309.
° See A/ CONF.157/24 (Part 1).

10 See Report of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent .

Cairo, 5-13 Septenber 1994, (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.95. XI'I1.18).

11 See A/ CONF. 166/ 9.
2 A/ CONF. 177/ 20 and Add. 1.

13 See A/ CONF. 169/ 16.
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1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-
General on the traffic in wonen and girls;?
2. Wl cones the convening of the Wrld Congress agai nst Comerci a

Sexual Exploitation of Children at Stockholmfrom227 to 31 August 1996;

3. Calls upon Governnents of countries of origin, transit and
destination and regional and international organizations, as appropriate, to
i npl ement the Platformfor Action of the Fourth World Conference on Wnen'4

by:

(a) Considering the ratification and enforcenent of internationa
conventions on trafficking in persons and on sl avery;

(b) Taki ng appropriate neasures to address the root factors, including
external factors, that encourage trafficking in women and girls for
prostitution and other forns of conmercialized sex, forced marriage and forced
| abour in order to elimnate trafficking in wonmen, including by strengthening
existing legislation with a viewto providing better protection of the rights
of wormen and girls and to punishing the perpetrators, through both crimna
and civil neasures;

(c) St eppi ng up cooperation and concerted action by all relevant |aw
enforcenent authorities and institutions with a viewto dismantling national
regi onal and international networks in trafficking;

(d) Al l ocating resources to provide conprehensive programes designed
to heal and rehabilitate into society victins of trafficking, including
t hrough job training, |egal assistance and confidential health care and by
t aki ng measures to cooperate with non-governmental organizations to provide
for the social, nmedical and psychol ogical care of the victins of trafficking;

(e) Devel opi ng educational and training progranmes and policies and
consi dering enacting | egislation ainmed at preventing sex tourism and
traf ficking, giving special enphasis to the protection of young wonen and
chil dren;

4. Invites Governments to accord standard m ni mrum humani tari an
treatnment to trafficked persons, consistent with human rights standards;

5. Also invites Governnents, with the support of the United Nations,
to fornul ate manuals for the training of personnel who receive and/or hold in
tenmporary custody victinms of gender-based viol ence, including trafficking,
with a viewto sensitizing themto the special needs of victins;

6. Encourages, in this regard, relevant United Nations organi zations
and bodies, including the International Research and Training Institute for
t he Advancenent of Whnen, the United Nations Devel opnment Fund for Wmen and
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to
contribute to the preparation of guidelines for the use of Governnents in the
el aboration of their manuals, in cooperation with all rel evant
i ntergovernmental and non-governnmental organi zations, including those

4 A CONF. 177/ 20, chap. |, resolution 1, annex II
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concerned with traumatic stress, taking into account existing research
material or studies on the subject;

7. Calls upon all Governments to crimnalize trafficking in wonen and
girls inall its forns and to condemm and penalize all those of fenders

i nvol ved, including internedi aries, whether their offence was committed in
their own or in a foreign country, while ensuring that the victins of these
practices are not penalized, and to penalize persons in authority found guilty
of sexually assaulting victins of trafficking in their custody;

8. Urges CGovernnments concerned to support conprehensive practica
approaches by the international community to assist wonen and children victins
of transnational trafficking to return hone and to be reintegrated in their
honme soci eti es;

9. Invites rel evant intergovernnmental and non-governnent al
organi zations to provide advisory services to Governnents, upon their request,
in planning and setting up rehabilitation programres for victins of
trafficking and in training personnel who will be directly involved in the
i npl enent ati on of those programmes;

10. Encour ages CGovernnents, institutions and non-governnent al
organi zations to take preventive and assi stance neasures, including by
establishing helplines to enable victins or potential victinms of trafficking
to seek assistance, and to provide targeted training to those groups dealing
with this problem including | aw enforcenent and judicial personnel, using as
far as possible fermale police officers to assist victins;

11. Invites the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, in
addressing the obstacles to the realization of the human rights of women, in
particul ar through his contacts with the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion
on Human Ri ghts on viol ence agai nst wonen, its causes and consequences and the
Speci al Rapporteur of the Conm ssion on Human Rights on the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography, to include the traffic in wonen and
girls anong his priority concerns;

12. Invites States parties to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child to include information and statistics on trafficking in wonmen and girls
as part of their national reports to the Comrittee on the Elimnation of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Whnen, taking into account the general recomrendation
of the Conmttee, and to the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
respectivel y;

13. Encour ages the Inter-Agency Commttee on Wnen and Gender Equality
to continue to address the issue as part of the integrated followup to the
Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen

14. Encour ages all Governnents to devel op nmet hodol ogi es and to coll ect
nati onal information, including statistical data, on trafficking in wonmen and
girls in countries with special vulnerability;

15. Encour ages countries with special vulnerability to conduct
canpai gns designed to increase public awareness of the problem
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16. Wl cones the consideration given to the problemof trafficking in
worren and girls by the Comm ssion on Crinme Prevention and Crimnal Justice,

and invites the Comm ssion to continue to consider appropriate measures to
address this issue;

17. Al so wel comes the decision of the Econom ¢ and Social Council to
devote its coordination segment of 1997 to mai nstream ng a gender perspective;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session on the inplenmentation of the present resolution

82nd plenary neeting
12 Decenber 1996




