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The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng exani ned the report of the Special Conmittee on the Situation
with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the Ganting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peoples,?

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960, containing the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
and all its subsequent resolutions concerning the inplenentation of the
Decl arati on, nost recently resolution 50/39 of 6 Decenber 1995, as well as the
rel evant resolutions of the Security Council,

Recogni zi ng that the eradication of colonialismis one of the priorities
of the Organization for the decade that began in 1990,

Deeply conscious of the need to take, speedily, measures to elimnate
the | ast vestiges of colonialismby the year 2000, as called for inits
resol ution 43/47 of 22 Novenber 1988,

Reiterating its conviction of the need for the elimnation of
colonialism as well as of the need for the total eradication of racia
di scrimnation and viol ati ons of basic human rights,

1 AV51/23 (Parts | to VII1); see Oficial Records of the General Assenbly,
Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 23.
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Noting with satisfaction the achievenents of the Special Committee in
contributing to the effective and conplete inplenentation of the Decl aration
and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations on decol onizati on,

Stressing the inportance of the participation of the adm nistering
Powers in the work of the Special Conmttee,

Noting with satisfaction the cooperation and active participation of
some admi nistering Powers in the work of the Special Commttee, as well as
their continued readiness to receive United Nations visiting mssions in the
Territories under their adm nistration

Noting with concern the negative inpact that the non-participation of
certain adm ni stering Powers has had on the work of the Special Committee,
depriving it of an inportant source of information on the Territories under
their adm nistration,

Aware of the pressing need of newy independent and energing States for
assistance fromthe United Nations and its system of organizations in the
economi c, social and other fields,

Aware al so of the pressing need of the remaining Non-Sel f-Gover ni ng
Territories, including in particular the small island Territories, for
economi c, social and other assistance fromthe United Nations and the
organi zations within its system

Taki ng special note of the fact that the Special Committee held a
Pacific Regional Seminar to Review the Situation in the Non-Self-Governing
Territories, particularly their Political Evolution towards Self-Determ nation
by the Year 2000, at Port Mresby from 12 to 14 June 1996, 2

1. Reaffirms its resolution 1514 (XV) and all other resolutions on
decol oni zation, including its resolution 43/47, in which it declared the
decade that began in 1990 as the Internati onal Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism and calls upon the adm nistering Powers, in accordance with those
resolutions, to take all necessary steps to enable the peoples of the
Territories concerned to exercise fully as soon as possible their right to
sel f-determ nation, including independence;

2. Affirns once again that the continuation of colonialismin any
formor manifestation, including econonic exploitation, is inconpatible with
the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts?
and the Declaration on the Granting of |ndependence to Col onial Countries and
Peopl es;

3. Reaffirns its determination to continue to take all steps
necessary to bring about the conplete and speedy eradication of colonialism
and the faithful observance by all States of the rel evant provisions of the
Charter, the Declaration on the Granting of I|ndependence to Col onial Countries
and Peopl es and the Universal Declaration of Human R ghts;

2 See A/ AC. 109/ 2058.

3 Resolution 217 A (II1).
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4. Affirns once again its support for the aspirations of the peoples
under colonial rule to exercise their right to self-determnation, including
i ndependence;

5. Approves the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Inplenmentation of the Declaration on the Granting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peoples covering its work during 1996,
i ncl udi ng the programe of work envisaged for 1997;*

6. Calls upon all States, in particular the adm ni stering Powers, as
wel | as the specialized agenci es and ot her organizations of the United Nations
system to give effect within their respective spheres of conpetence to the
recomendati ons of the Special Committee for the inplenmentation of the
Decl aration and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

7. Calls upon the adm nistering Powers to ensure that no activity of
foreign economc and other interests in the Non-Self-CGoverning Territories
under their adm nistration hinders the peoples of those Territories from
exercising their right to self-determ nation, including independence;

8. Takes note of the decision of sone of the admi nistering Powers to
cl ose or reduce sonme of the mlitary bases in the Non-Self-Governing
Territories;

9. Calls upon the adm nistering Powers to elimnate the remaining
mlitary bases in the Non-Sel f-Governing Territories in conpliance with the
rel evant resolutions of the General Assenmbly, and urges themnot to involve
those Territories in any offensive acts or interference against other States;

10. Uges all States, directly and through their action in the
speci al i zed agenci es and ot her organi zati ons of the United Nations system to
provide noral and nmaterial assistance to the peoples of colonial Territories,
and requests that the administering Powers, in consultation with the
Governments of the Territories under their adm nistration, take steps to
enlist and make effective use of all possible assistance, on both a bilatera
and a multilateral basis, in the strengthening of the econom es of those
Territories;

11. Requests the Special Conmittee to continue to seek suitable neans
for the inmediate and full inplenmentation of the Declaration and to carry out

t hose actions approved by the General Assenbly regarding the Internationa
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialismin all Territories that have not yet
exercised their right to self-determnation, including independence, and in
particul ar:

(a) To fornul ate specific proposals for the elimnation of the
remai ni ng mani festations of colonialismand to report thereon to the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session

(b) To continue to exam ne the inplenentation by Menber States of
resol ution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resol uti ons on decol oni zati on;

4 AV51/23 (Part 1), chap. |, sect. J.; see Oficial Records of the Genera
Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Supplenment No. 23.
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(c) To continue to pay special attention to the small Territories, in
particul ar through the dispatch of regular visiting m ssions, and to recomend
to the General Assenbly the npbst suitable steps to be taken to enable the
popul ati ons of those Territories to exercise their right to self-determnation
and i ndependence;

(d) To take all necessary steps to enlist worldw de support anpng
Governments, as well as national and international organizations, for the
achi evenent of the objectives of the Declaration and the inplenentation of the
rel evant resolutions of the United Nations;

12. Calls upon the adm nistering Powers to continue to cooperate with
the Special Conmittee in the discharge of its nandate and to receive visiting
mssions to the Territories to secure first-hand information and to ascertain
the wi shes and aspirations of their inhabitants;

13. Al so calls upon the adm nistering Powers that have not
participated in the work of the Special Committee to do so at its 1997
sessi on;

14. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral, the specialized agenci es and ot her
organi zations of the United Nations systemto provide econom c, social and
ot her assistance to the Non-Sel f-Governing Territories and to continue to do
so, as appropriate, after they exercise their right to self-determ nation,
i ncl udi ng i ndependence;

15. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Special Committee
with the facilities and services required for the inplenentation of the
present resolution, as well as of the other resolutions and deci sions on
decol oni zati on adopted by the General Assenbly and the Special Conmttee.

83rd plenary neeting

13 Decenber 1996



