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The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 47/180 of 22 Decenber 1992, 49/109 of 19
Decenmber 1994 and 50/ 100 of 20 Decenber 1995 on the convening of the United
Nat i ons Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1),

Recogni zing the inportant role of cities and urban areas in economc
political, social and cultural devel opnent, and stressing the need to address
urgently and conprehensively the deteriorating conditions of shelter and human
settlenents in rural and urban areas,

Al so recognizing the critical problens conmmon to human settlenents in
t he devel opi ng countries, including poverty, unenploynent, socia
di sintegration, inadequate shelter and | ack of proper naintenance of urban and
rural infrastructure and services,

Cogni zant of the inportance of maintaining the nmonentum al r eady
generated at the national, regional and international |evels for the
i mpl enent ati on of neasures designed to alleviate the deteriorating living
conditions of increasing populations in both urban and rural settlenents,

Recogni zi ng the interdependence of rural and urban devel opnent,

Havi ng considered the report of the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlenents (Habitat I1)! and the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the

1 A/ CONF. 165/ 14.

97- 76705 /...



A RES/ 51/ 177
Page 2

i npl enentation of and followup to the outcone of the Conference, including
the role played by the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenents, 2

Expressing its profound gratitude to the Governnent and people of Turkey
for their support and for the facilities, staff and services placed at the
di sposal of the Conference and the hospitality extended to the participants,

Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-CGeneral of the United
Nati ons, the Secretary-Ceneral of the Conference and the staff of the

Secretariat for the effective preparations and services provided for the
Conf er ence,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 11);?

2. Endorses the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settl enents® and the
Habi t at Agenda* adopted by the Conference on 14 June 1996;

3. Acknowl edges with appreciation that the Conference provided a
maj or opportunity to build upon the actions and conmtments of previous United
Nati ons conferences and summ ts;

4. Recogni zes with satisfaction the active involvenent in the
Conference of all States and other relevant actors and the innovative
arrangenents introduced at the Conference to forge partnerships anobng various
actors;

5. Reaffirnms the commitnent to the full and progressive realization
of the right to adequate housing, as provided for in Internationa
instruments, and in that context recogni zes an obligation by Governments to
enabl e people to obtain shelter and to protect and i nprove dwellings and
nei ghbour hoods;

6. Recogni zes that Governnents have the primary responsibility for
the inpl enentati on of the Habitat Agenda, and further recognizes that the
i nternational community should support Governments in their efforts, by
promoting international cooperation for, inter alia, the establishment of an
open, equitable, cooperative and nutually beneficial international economc
envi ronnent;

7. Calls upon all Governments, organizations of the United Nations
system and ot her actors concerned with human settlenents and urban nanagenent
i ssues, such as local authorities, relevant intergovernnental and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, parlianmentarians, the private sector, trade
uni ons, acadenici ans and other comunity groups, to inplenent fully and
effectively the Habitat Agenda, to give both the Habitat Agenda and the
| stanbul Decl aration the wi dest possible dissem nation and, in that context,
to draw attention to the best practices initiative;

2 A/ 51/ 384.
3 A/ CONF. 165/ 14, chap. I, resolution 1, annex |

4 1bid., annex I
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8. Invites all CGovernments to further encourage and support al
rel evant actors of civil society, including the private sector, in the
i npl enentation of and followup to the Habitat Agenda by establishing
effective partnerships and by creating an appropriate franework, in accordance
with their respective national conditions, to further facilitate and expedite
such actors in addressing human settlenents issues, particularly servicing,
finance nobilization, the provision of adequate shelter and rel ated areas, and
in that process to enphasize the need to integrate the gender perspective;

9. Reaffirnms that, in formul ati ng human settl enments policies and
strategies, all countries should recognize the interdependence of rural and
urban areas and address the needs of both in a bal anced nmanner

10. Calls upon all Governments to establish or strengthen, as
appropriate, participatory mechanisnms for the inplenmentation, assessnent and
review of and followup to the Habitat Agenda and national plans of action;

11. Enphasi zes the need for all countries and for the internationa
community to pronote at all levels an integrated and mnul tidi mensi onal approach
to the inplementation of and followup to the Habitat Agenda;

12. Reaffirms that all States should exert concerted efforts to
achieve the inmplenentation of the Habitat Agenda through bil ateral
subregional, regional and international cooperation, as well as through the
United Nations system including the Bretton Wods institutions, and that
States may al so convene bilateral, subregional and regional neetings and take
other appropriate initiatives to contribute to the review and assessnent of
the progress made in the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda;

13. Also reaffirnms that the General Assenbly and the Econom c and
Social Council, in accordance with the rel evant provisions of the Charter of
the United Nations and rel evant resolutions, including Assenbly resol utions
48/ 162 of 20 Decenber 1993 and 50/ 227 of 24 May 1996, together with the
Conmi ssion on Human Settlenments, shall constitute a three-tiered
i ntergovernmental nechanismto oversee the coordination of activities for the
i npl enent ati on of the Habitat Agenda;

14. Recommends that, at its special session to be convened from23 to
27 June 1997 for the purpose of an overall review and apprai sal of Agenda 21
the Assenbly give due attention to the issue of human settlements in the
cont ext of sustainabl e devel opnent;

15. Reaffirns that the CGeneral Assenbly should consider holding a
speci al session in the year 2001 for an overall review and appraisal of the
i npl enentati on of the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 11), including the identification of obstacles,
considering further actions and initiatives, and that a decision on this
matter should be taken at its fifty-second session

16. Also reaffirms that the Econom ¢ and Social Council may convene
nmeetings of high-level representatives to pronote international dial ogue on
the critical issues pertaining to adequate shelter for all and sustainable
human settl ements devel oprment, as well as on policies for addressing them
t hrough international cooperation, and in this context, the Council may
consi der dedi cating one high-1evel segnent before the year 2001 to human
settlenents and the inplenentati on of the Habitat Agenda, with the active
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i nvol venent and participation of, inter alia, the specialized agencies,
i ncluding the Wrld Bank and the International Mnetary Fund;

17. Enphasi zes that the CGeneral Assenmbly and the Economi c and Soci al
Council, in accordance with their respective nmandates, should review and
strengt hen the mandate of the Conm ssion on Human Settlenents, taking into
account the Habitat Agenda, as well as the need for synergy with rel ated
conmi ssions and conference foll owups and for a systemw de approach to its
i mpl enent ati on;

18. Requests the Conm ssion on Human Settlenents at its forthcom ng
session, in 1997, to reviewits progranme of work in order to ensure an
effective inplenentation of and followup to the outcone of the Conference, in
a manner consistent with the functions and contri butions of other relevant
organs of the United Nations system and nake recomrendati ons thereon to the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council within the framework of the review of the
activities of its subsidiary bodies;

19. Invites the Secretary-General to undertake, in the light of the
revi ew of the mandate of the Conm ssion on Human Settlenents, a conprehensive
and in-depth assessnment of the United Nations Centre for Human Settl ements
with a viewto its revitalization, to present terns of reference and a
prelimnary report on this assessnment for the consideration of the Comm ssion
at its sixteenth session and to nmake a final report to the CGeneral Assenbly at
its fifty-second session;

20. Requests the Secretary-General, in accordance with paragraph 229
of the Habitat Agenda and in consultation with the Comm ssion on Human
Settlements, to ensure nore effective functioning of the Centre by, inter
alia, providing sufficient human and financial resources wi thin the regul ar
budget of the United Nations;

21. Requests the Conm ssion on Human Settlenments to review, at its
sixteenth session, its working nmethods in order to involve in its work the
representatives of |ocal authorities or international associations of |oca
authorities, as appropriate, and the relevant actors of civil society,
particularly the private sector and non-governnental organizations, in the
field of adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settl enents
devel opnent, taking into account the rules of procedure of the Conm ssion on
Human Settl enments and the rel evant provisions of Econom c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1996/ 31 of 25 July 1996;

22. Deci des that the Comm ssion on Human Settlenments, as a standing
conm ttee of the Econom c and Social Council, should have a central role in
monitoring, within the United Nations system the inplenentation of the
Habi t at Agenda and advi sing the Council thereon

23. Recommends that the Econom c and Social Council, in the context of
the overall review process of its subsidiary bodies, and within the context of
the followup to resolution 50/227, should review the periodicity of the
nmeeti ngs of the Conm ssion on Human Settl enents, taking into account the need
for full and effective inplementation of the Habitat Agenda;

24. Reaffirns that the Comm ssion on Human Settlements, in devel opi ng
its work progranmme, should exam ne the Habitat Agenda and consi der how to
integrate into its programme of work the followup to the United Nations
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Conf erence on Human Settlements (Habitat I1), and should consider howit could
further develop its catalytic role in pronoting adequate shelter for all and
sust ai nabl e human settl enents devel opnent;

25. Also reaffirnms that the United Nations Centre for Hunman
Settlements shall be designated as a focal point for the inplenentation of the
Habi t at Agenda;

26. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to include the inplenmentation of
the Habitat Agenda in the mandates of the existing inter-agency task forces of
the Adm nistrative Commttee on Coordination to facilitate an integrated and
coordi nated i npl enentation of the Habitat Agenda;

27. Acknowl edges the inportance of the regional and subregi ona
activities undertaken during the preparations for the Conference, including
the regi onal strategies, plans and decl arati ons adopted as part of the
preparatory process, and invites the regi onal comm ssions, other regional and
subr egi onal organi zations and the regi onal devel opnment banks to examni ne the
results of the Conference within their respective nmandates, with a viewto
identifying the actions to be taken at the regional and subregional |evels for
the inpl enentati on of the Habitat Agenda;

28. Enphasi zes that the CGeneral Assenmbly and the Econonmi c and Soci al
Counci | shoul d, where appropriate, pronote subregional and regi ona
cooperation in the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda, that the regiona
conmi ssions, within their mandates and in cooperation with regi ona
i ntergovernment al organi zati ons and banks, coul d consider conveni ng high-1eve
meetings to review progress made in inplenmenting the outcone of Habitat 11,
exchange views on their respective experiences, particularly on best
practices, and adopt appropriate nmeasures, that such neetings could involve,
as appropriate, the participation of the principal financial and technica
institutions, and that the regional conm ssions should report to the Counci
on the outcome of such neetings;

29. Requests all the relevant United Nations organi zati ons and
speci al i zed agencies to identify the specific actions that they wll
undertake, within their mandates, towards the inplenentation of the Habitat
Agenda, and in that context invites themto informthe Adm nistrative
Committee on Coordination of their actions and to report to the Cenera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session, through the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
at its substantive session of 1997, on their specific plans and activities;

30. Invites the Bretton Whods institutions to be actively involved in
the inplenentation of and followup to the outcone of the Conference, and to
enhance their cooperation with the United Nations system for that purpose;

31. Reaffirms that the demand for shelter and infrastructural services
in human settlenents is continuously increasing and that comunities and
countries, especially devel oping countries, have difficulty in mobilizing
adequate financial resources to neet the rapidly rising costs of shelter,
services and physical infrastructure, and reaffirnms further that new and
addi tional financial resources fromvarious sources are necessary to achieve
the goal s of adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settl enents
devel opnent in an urbanizing world and that existing resources available to
devel opi ng countries - public, private, multilateral, bilateral, domestic and
external - need to be enhanced through appropriate and fl exi bl e mechani sns and
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econom c instrunents to support adequate shelter and sustai nabl e human
settl enents devel opnent;

32. Stresses that the full and effective inplementation of the Habitat
Agenda, in particular in all devel oping countries, especially those in Africa
and the | east devel oped countries, will require the nobilization of additiona
financial resources fromvarious sources at the national and internationa
| evel s and nore effective devel opnment cooperation in order to pronote
assi stance for shelter and human settlenents activities;

33. Invites all CGovernnents and the international community to
consider the role of the United Nations Habitat and Human Settl enents
Foundation in the followup to the Habitat Agenda and to consider the scope
for providing further support for the Foundation in its activities, taking
into account the need to continue to inprove its effectiveness;

34. Requests the programmes and funds of the United Nations system and
t he regi onal comm ssions, consistent with their respective nandates, to
support fully the effective inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda, particularly
at the field |l evel, as appropriate;

35. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the CGenera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session, through the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council,
on the inplenentation of the present resolution

36. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session a sub-itementitled "I nplenmentati on of the outconme of the United
Nat i ons Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1)"

86th plenary neeting

16 Decenber 1996



