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51/181. Speci al session for the purpose of an

overall review and appraisal of the
inpl enrentati on of Agenda 21

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 47/190 of 22 Decenber 1992, in which it decided
to convene, not later than 1997, a special session for the purpose of an
overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21,1

Reaffirmng its resolution 50/113 of 20 Decenber 1995, as the agreed
basis that determnes the nodalities for the preparations for the specia
session, including the relevant role of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent, as the functional commi ssion of the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
mandated to follow up the United Nati ons Conference on Environnment and
Devel opnent, as well as the role of other relevant organi zati ons and bodi es of
the United Nations system

Strongly reaffirmng that the special session for the overall review and
apprai sal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21 will be undertaken on the basis
of and in full respect of the Rio Declaration on Environnment and
Devel opnent, 2

! Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent,

Ri o de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/ CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol. 1 and Vol.l/Corr.1,
Vol. Il, Vol. Ill and Vol. 111/Corr.1)) (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E. 93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. |I: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference,

resolution 1, annex |1
2 1bid., annex |
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Taki ng note of the progress report of the Secretary-General on the state
of preparations for the 1997 special session,® and taking into account the
vi ews and concerns expressed by del egations to the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent at its fourth session, the Econom ¢ and Social Council at its
substanti ve session of 1996 and the Second Comrittee of the General Assenbly
at its fifty-first session,

1. Deci des to convene the special session envisaged in its resolution
47/ 190 for a duration of one week, from23 to 27 June 1997, at the highest
political |evel of participation;

2. Deci des al so that the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent wil |
devote the forthcom ng neeting of its Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-sessiona
Working Group, to be held from24 February to 7 March 1997, to preparing for
t he special session, and that the Commission will devote its fifth session, to
be held from7 to 25 April 1997 as a negotiating neeting, to fina
preparations for the special session for the overall review and appraisal of
the inpl enentati on of Agenda 21,

3. Recogni zes the inportant contributions nade by nmaj or groups,
i ncl udi ng non-governnental organi zations, at the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent and in the inplenentation of its recomendati ons,
and the need for their effective participation in preparations for the specia
session, as well as the need to ensure appropriate arrangenents, taking into
account the practice and experience gained at the Conference, for their
substantive contributions to and active involvenment in the preparatory
nmeetings and the special session, and in that context invites the President of
the General Assenbly, in consultation with Menber States, to propose to Menber
States appropriate nodalities for the effective involvenment of mgjor groups in
t he speci al session;

4. Decides to invite States menbers of the specialized agencies which
are not menbers of the United Nations to participate 1n the work of the
speci al session in the capacity of observers;

5. Stresses that there should be no attenpt to renegotlate Agenda 21,
the Rio Declaration on Environnent and Devel opnent, the Non-legally Binding
Authoritative Statenment of Principles for a 3 obal Consensus on the
Management, Conservation and Sustai nabl e Devel opnment of All Types of
Forests* or other internationally recognized intergovernnental agreements in
the field of environment and sustai nabl e devel opnent, and that di scussions at
both the preparatory neetings and the special session should focus on the
fulfilment of commtments and the further inplenentation of Agenda 21 and
rel at ed post - Conference outcones

6. Requests the Secretariat to provide all relevant reports called
for in General Assenbly resolution 50/113, including all other reports rel ated

3 A/ 51/ 420.

* Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel oprent,
Ri o de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/ CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol. 1 and Vol. I/Corr. 1,
Vol. Il, Vol. Ill and Vol. 111/Corr.1)) (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E. 93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. |I: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference,

resolution 1, annex I11.
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to the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Environnment and

Devel opnent, for consideration by the Ad Hoc Open-ended I nter-sessiona
Wor ki ng Group of the Commi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnment and by the
Conmmission at its fifth session, in accordance with the six-week rule and
preferably not later than 15 January 1997;

7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure that preparations for the
conpr ehensi ve report are conducted in accordance with paragraph 13 (a), (b),
(c) and (d) of Assenmbly resolution 50/113;

8. Invites the Secretary-General to include in the reports requested
in Assenbly resolution 50/113 for the preparation of the special session
i nformati on on the application of the principles contained in the Rio
Decl aration, and invites the Governing Council of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme to include in its report to the General Assenbly at its
speci al session information and views on ways to address, in a forward-I| ooking
manner, national, regional and international application of these principles
and the inplementation of Agenda 21 in the interrelated i ssues of environnent
and devel oprent ;

9. Decides to consider at its special session, inter alia, the
application of the principles of the Rio Declaration at all levels - national,
regional and international - and to nmake rel evant recomendati ons thereon;

10. Requests that other contributions to the special session, in
addition to those identified in its resolution 50/113, include subm ssions
fromrel evant bodi es and organi zations of the United Nations, including the Ad
Hoc I ntergovernnental Panel on Forests of the Conm ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent and the d obal Environnental Facility, information on the outcones
of United Nations conferences held since the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, such as the Progranme of Action for the
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of Small |sland Devel opi ng States, ® regi onal and
subr egi onal conferences, sunmts and other inter-sessional neetings on
sust ai nabl e devel opnent organi zed by countries, and information on the
activities of relevant United Nati ons conventions on the environnent and
devel opnent and the gl obal freshwater assessnent, and that account be taken of
the activities organi zed by major groups, including business and industry and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons;

11. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in the report on cross-sectora
i ssues of Agenda 21 for the special session, to give special consideration,
wi t hout prejudice to other priority issues that may be identified in the
preparatory process, to conbating poverty and to health, financial resources
and nechani sns, education, science, transfer of technol ogy, consunption and
producti on patterns, trade, environment and sustai nabl e devel opnent, mgjor
groups, denpgraphi c dynami cs, capacity-buil ding and deci si on- maki ng;

12. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in the reports for the
speci al session, to give consideration, where appropriate and w t hout
prejudice to other priority issues that may be identified in the preparatory

5> Report of the d obal Conference on the Sustainable Devel opnent of Snal

I sl and Devel oping States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April-6 May 1994 (United
Nati ons publication, Sales No. E. 94.1.18 and corrigendun), chap. I,
resolution 1, annex 11
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process, to |linkages between the cross-sectoral issues of Agenda 21 and
rel evant sectoral issues;

13. Wl cones the outconme of the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 11), held at Istanbul from3 to 14 June 1996, and its
rel evance to the field of sustainable devel opnent, calls for effective
i nteraction and exchange of information on work carried out by the Comm ssion
on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and the Conmm ssion on Human Settl enments, and
invites the Conmmission on Human Settlenents to make a contribution to the
speci al session in connection with the inplenmentation of the Habitat
Agenda® adopted in |stanbul

14. Invites Governments and regi onal organizations to cooperate with
the Secretary-General in preparing country profiles for review at the fifth
sessi on of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent, as envisaged in
par agraph 13 of General Assenbly resolution 50/113;

15. Also invites Governnments to assi st devel opi ng countries,
particularly the | east devel oped anobng them in participating fully in the
speci al session and its preparatory process, and to make tinely contributions
to the Trust Fund for Support of the Wrk of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent ;

16. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to enhance the public information
programe of the United Nations so as to raise gl obal awareness in a bal anced
manner, in all countries, of both the special session and the work undertaken
by the United Nations in the followup to the Conference, and invites al
Governments to pronmote w despread di ssemination, at all levels, of the Ro
Decl arati on on Environnment and Devel opnent, and to nmake vol untary
contributions to support the public outreach activities of the United Nations
for the special session;

17. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the sub-itementitled "Special session for the purpose of an overal
revi ew and apprai sal of the inplenmentati on of Agenda 21", and requests the
Secretary-CGeneral to subnmit to it at that session a report on the special
sessi on.

86th plenary neeting

16 Decenber 1996

5 A/ CONF. 165/ 14, chap. I, resolution 1, annex II



