UNITED A
NATIONS

General Assenbly

Di str.
GENERAL

A RES/ 51/ 157
30 January 1997

Fifty-first session
Agenda item 145

RESOLUTI ON ADCPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
[on the report of the Sixth Cormittee (A/51/625)]

51/ 157. United Nations Decade of International Law

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 44/23 of 17 Novenber 1989, by which it declared
the period 1990-1999 the United Nati ons Decade of International Law,

Recalling al so that the main purposes of the Decade, according to
resol ution 44/23, should be, inter alia:

(a) To pronote acceptance of and respect for the principles of
i nternational |aw,

(b) To pronote neans and met hods for the peaceful settlenment of
di sputes between States, including resort to and full respect for the
International Court of Justice;

(c) To encourage the progressive devel opnment of international |aw and
its codification;

(d) To encourage the teaching, study, dissem nation and w der
appreciation of international |aw,

Recalling further its resolution 49/50 of 9 Decenber 1994, to which was
annexed the programre for the activities for the third term (1995-1996) of the
Decade,

Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-General for his report
submitted pursuant to resolution 50/44 of 11 Decenber 1995,1*

Havi ng consi dered the above-nentioned report,

1 A/51/278 and Add. 1.

97-76327 /...
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Recalling that at the forty-fifth session of the General Assenbly the
Sixth Comm ttee established the Wrking Goup on the United Nati ons Decade of
International Lawwith a view to preparing generally acceptable
recomendati ons on the progranme of activities for the Decade,

Noting that at the fifty-first session the Sixth Commttee reconvened
the Working Group to continue its work in accordance with resolution 50/44 and
all previous resolutions on the question

Havi ng considered the oral report presented by the Chairman of the
Working Group to the Sixth Conmittee,?

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Sixth Conmttee for the
el aboration, wthin the framework of its Wrking Goup on the United Nations

Decade of International Law, of the progranme for the activities for the fina
term (1997-1999) of the Decade, and requests the Wrking Goup to continue its
work at the fifty-second session in accordance with its nandate and met hods of
wor K;

2. Al so expresses its appreciation to States and internationa
organi zations and institutions that have undertaken activities, including
sponsori ng conferences on various subjects of international law, in
i npl enentati on of the programme for the third term (1995-1996) of the Decade;

3. Adopts the programme for the activities for the final term (1997-
1999) of the Decade contained in the annex to the present resol ution;

4. Recalls, with appreciation to the Secretary-Ceneral, the
successful organi zation of the United Nations Congress on Public Internationa
Law, held from13 to 17 March 1995, which focused on the four main purposes of
t he Decade, as well as on new chal |l enges and expectations for the twenty-first
century, and wel comes the publication of the proceedi ngs of the Congress;

5. VWl cones the establishment of the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea® as a
new nmeans of settlement of disputes;

6. Encourages the O fice of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat to
continue in its efforts to bring up to date the publication of the United
Nati ons Juridical Yearbook;

7. Invites all States and international organizations and
institutions referred to in the programme to undertake the relevant activities
outlined therein and to provide information in this respect to the Secretary-
Ceneral for transm ssion to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session;

8. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-fourth session, on the basis of the information nmentioned in
par agraph 7 above and new information on the activities of the United Nations
rel evant to the progressive devel opnment of international law and its
codification, a final report on the inplenentation of the programe;

2 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session
Sixth Commttee, 48th neeting (A/C 6/51/ SR 48), and corrigendum

3 Oficial Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3), docunent
A CONF. 62/ 122.
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9. Encourages States to dissem nate at the national |evel, as
appropriate, information contained in the report of the Secretary-Ceneral;

10. Appeal s to States, international organizations and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons working in the field of international |aw and
to the private sector to make financial contributions or contributions in kind
for the purpose of facilitating the inplenmentation of the progranme;

11. Once again requests the Secretary-CGeneral to bring to the
attention of States and international organizations and institutions working
inthe field of international |aw the programe annexed to the present
resol uti on;

12. Notes with appreciation the activities undertaken by the
International Conmittee of the Red Cross in the field of internationa
humanitarian law, including with regard to the protection of the environnent
intinmes of armed conflict;

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "United Nati ons Decade of International Law'

85th plenary neeting

16 Decenber 1996

ANNEX

Programme for the activities for the final term (1997-1999)
of the United Nations Decade of International Law

. PROMOTI ON OF THE ACCEPTANCE OF AND RESPECT
FOR THE PRI NCl PLES OF | NTERNATI ONAL LAW

1. The General Assenbly, bearing in mnd that nmaintenance of
i nternational peace and security is the underlying condition for the success
of the inplenentation of the programme for the United Nations Decade of
International Law, calls upon States to act in accordance with internationa
law, and in particular the Charter of the United Nations, and encourages
States and international organizations to pronote the acceptance of and
respect for the principles of international |aw.

2. States are invited to consider, if they have not yet done so,
becom ng parties to existing nultilateral treaties, in particular those
rel evant to the progressive devel opnent of international law and its
codification. International organizations under whose auspi ces such treaties
are concluded are invited to indicate whether they publish periodic reports on
the status of ratifications of and accessions to multilateral treaties and, if
they do not, to indicate whether in their view such a process woul d be useful
Consi deration should be given to the question of treaties that have not
achi eved wider participation or entered into force after a considerabl e | apse
of time and the circunstances causing the situation

3. States and international organizations are encouraged to provide
assi stance and technical advice to States, in particular to devel opi ng
countries, to facilitate their participation in the process of nultilatera
treaty-nmaking, including their adherence to and inplenmentation of nultilatera
treaties, in accordance with their national |egal systens.

4. States are encouraged to report to the Secretary-General on ways
and nmeans provided for in the multilateral treaties to which they are parties,
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regarding the inplementation of such treaties. International organizations
are simlarly encouraged to report to the Secretary-General on ways and neans
provided for by the nmultilateral treaties concluded under their auspices
regarding the inplementation of such treaties. The Secretary-Ceneral is
requested to prepare a report on the basis of this information and to submt
it to the General Assenbly.

5. The CGeneral Assenbly, recognizing the inportance of the protection
of cultural property in the event of arned conflict, takes note of the efforts
under way to facilitate the inplenmentation of existing internationa
instruments in this field.

1. PROMOTI ON OF MEANS AND METHODS FOR THE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT
OF DI SPUTES BETWEEN STATES, | NCLUDI NG RESORT TO AND FULL
RESPECT FOR THE | NTERNATI ONAL COURT OF JUSTI CE

6. States, the United Nations system of organi zati ons and regi ona
organi zations, including the Asian-African Legal Consultative Conmttee, as
well as the International Law Association, the Institute of International Law,
t he Hi spano-Luso-Anerican Institute of International Law and ot her
international institutions working in the field of international |aw and
national societies of international law, are invited to study the neans and
net hods for the peaceful settlenment of disputes between States, including
resort to and full respect for the International Court of Justice, and to
present suggestions for the pronotion thereof to the Sixth Commttee.

7. Noting the establishnent of the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea in Cctober 1996 in accordance with the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea,® States and other entities referred to in article 20 of
annex VI of the Convention are encouraged to consi der making use of the
Tribunal for the peaceful settlenent of disputes in accordance with article 21
of annex VI of the Convention

8. Taki ng i nto account the suggestions nmentioned in paragraph 6 of
the present section and with due regard to the reconmendati ons contained in
the report of the Secretary-CGeneral entitled "An Agenda for Peace",* the Sixth
Conmmittee shoul d consider, where appropriate, on the basis of a report of the
Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the
Strengt hening of the Role of the Organization, or of the Whrrking G oup on the
United Nations Decade of International Law, the follow ng questions:

(a) Strengt heni ng the use of neans and nethods for the peacefu
settlenent of disputes, with particular attention to the role to be played by
the United Nations, as well as methods for early identification and prevention
of disputes and their containment;

(b) Procedures for the peaceful settlenent of disputes arising in
specific areas of international |aw,

(c) Ways and means of encouragi ng greater recognition of the role of
the International Court of Justice and its wi der use in the peaceful
settl enent of disputes;

(d) Enhancenent of cooperation of regional organizations with the
United Nations system of organizations in respect of the peaceful settlenent
of di sputes;

4 N A47]277-S/24111; see Oficial Records of the Security Council, Forty-
seventh Year, Supplenent for April, May and June 1992, docunent S/24111
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(e) W der use of the Permanent Court of Arbitration
[11. ENCOURAGEMENT COF THE PROGRESSI VE DEVELOPMENT
OF | NTERNATI ONAL LAW AND | TS CCDI FI CATI ON
9. I nternati onal organizations, including the United Nations system

of organi zations and regional organizations, are invited to submt to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations summary information regarding the
programe and results of their work relevant to the progressive devel opnent of
international law and its codification, including their suggestions for future
work in their specialized field, with an indication of the appropriate forum
to undertake such work. Simlarly, the Secretary-Ceneral is requested to
prepare a report on the relevant activities of the United Nations, including
those of the International Law Commi ssion. Such information should be
presented in a final report by the Secretary-General to the Sixth Commttee.

10. On the basis of the information nentioned in paragraph 9 above,
States are invited to submt suggestions for consideration by the Sixth
Committee and, as appropriate, recomendations. |In particular, efforts should

be made to identify areas of international |law that mght be ripe for
progressive devel opment or codification.

11. The Sixth Committee should study, taking into account Cenera
Assenbly resolution 684 (VII) of 6 Novenmber 1952,% its coordinating role with
respect to, inter alia, the drafting of provisions of a |legal nature and the
consi stent use of legal termnology in international instruments adopted by
the General Assenbly. States are invited to present proposals in this regard
to the Sixth Committee.

12. The Special Conmittee on the Charter of the United Nations and on
the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization should continue to study
possi bl e nmeasures to strengthen the United Nations system for the naintenance
of international peace and security. |In that context, the Special Committee
shoul d bear in mnd the debate within the United Nations, in particular in the
General Assenbly, on the report of the Secretary-General entitled "An Agenda
for Peace".

V. ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE TEACH NG STUDY, DI SSEM NATI ON
AND W DER APPRECI ATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL LAW

13. Wthin the context of considering appropriate activities to mark
the final termof the Decade's programe, States, the United Nations system of
organi zations and regi onal organi zations and institutions referred to in the
programe shoul d encour age:

(a) The publication of essays on subjects of international law witten
by | egal advisers of States and international organizations, scholars and
other legal practitioners providing a useful perspective on international |aw
as viewed fromtheir standpoint;

(b) The organi zation at the national, regional and international |eve
of symposi a, conferences, seminars, lectures and neetings on sel ected topics
or themes of international |aw during the remaining years of the Decade to
celebrate the end of it. Topics for consideration could include, wthout
limting other suggestions, the contribution of the United Nations to

5 See annex Il to the rules of procedure of the General Assenbly
(A/ 520/ Rev. 15).
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international |law, mnore effective neans of inplenenting the rules of
international law, merits or otherwi se of treaties and other forns of

i nstruments such as resolutions, declarations and so on; future topics for the
I nternational Law Comm ssion; and the role of the International Court of
Justice in the settlenment of disputes and advi sory opinions.

14. The Advi sory Committee on the United Nations Programme of
Assi stance in the Teaching, Study, D ssemi nation and Wder Appreciation of
Internati onal Law should, in the context of the Decade, continue to formulate,
as appropriate and in a tinely manner, rel evant guidelines for the Programe's
activities and report to the Sixth Conmittee on the activities carried out
under the Programme in accordance with such guidelines. Special enphasis
shoul d be given to supporting academ ¢ and professional institutions already
carrying out research and education in international law, as well as to
encouragi ng the establishnment of such institutions where they m ght not exist,
in particular in the devel oping countries. States and other public or private
bodi es are encouraged to contribute to the strengthening of the Programme.

15. States and | aw faculties of higher educational institutions are
encouraged to include international |aw as a core subject in their curricula.
They are al so encouraged to introduce courses in international |aw for
students studying law, political science, social sciences and other rel evant
di sciplines; they should study the possibility of introducing topics of
international law in the curricula of schools at the prinmary and secondary
| evel s. They should al so consider introducing public international |aw
courses geared towards career training and the establishment of clinica
programes in various areas of international |aw. Cooperation between
institutions at the university | evel anpong devel opi ng countries, on the one
hand, and their cooperation with those of devel oped countries, on the other
shoul d be encour aged.

16. Stat es shoul d consi der conveni ng conferences of experts at the
national and regional levels in order to study the question of preparing nodel
curricula and materials for courses in international |aw training of teachers
ininternational |aw, preparation of textbooks on international |aw and the
use of nodern technology to facilitate the teaching of and research in
international |aw

17. States, international organizations and professional and academnic
institutions should consider making available materials to the United Nations
audi o-visual library on international |aw proposed by the Advisory Committee

on the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teachi ng, Study,
Di ssem nation and Wder Appreciation of International Law.

18. States are encouraged to organi ze special training in
international law for |egal professionals, including judges, and personnel of
mnistries of foreign affairs and other relevant mnistries as well as
mlitary personnel. The United Nations Institute for Training and Research
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the
Hague Acadeny of International Law, the International Institute of
Hurmani tari an Law, regional organizations and the International Conmttee of
the Red Cross are invited to continue cooperating with States in this respect.

19. In connection with training of mlitary personnel, States are
encouraged to foster the teaching and di ssenmination of the principles
governing the protection of the environnent in tinmes of armed conflict and
shoul d consi der the possibility of making use of the guidelines for mlitary



A RES/ 51/ 157
Page 7

manual s and instructions prepared by the International Committee of the Red
Cross.®

20. Cooper ati on anmong devel opi ng countries, as well as between
devel oped and devel oping countries, in particular anong those persons who are
involved in the practice of international |aw, for exchangi ng experience and
for mutual assistance in the field of international |aw, including assistance
in providing textbooks and manual s of international |aw, is encouraged.

21. In order to make better known the practice of international |aw,
States and international and regional organizations should endeavour to
publish, if they have not yet done so, summaries, repertories or yearbooks of
their practice. They should also endeavour to place this material on conputer
networks for wider and instant distribution. The Ofice of Legal Affairs of
the Secretariat is encouraged to continue its efforts in this regard,
including through its participation in the dobal Legal Information Network
proj ect.

22. The Secretary-General, in cooperation with the Registry of the
International Court of Justice, is encouraged to publish, to the extent

feasible and in a tinely manner, the publication updating the Summaries of the
Judgnents, Advisory Opinions and Orders of the International Court of Justice
(1948-1991)," at present under preparation, in all official |anguages of the
Organi zati on.

23. O her international courts and tribunals, including the European
Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, are
invited to dissem nate nore widely their judgenents and advi sory opini ons and
to consider preparing thematic or anal ytical summaries thereof.

24. I nternational organizations are encouraged to publish treaties
concl uded under their auspices, if they have not yet done so. Tinely
publication of the United Nations Juridical Yearbook is also encouraged.

V. PROCEDURES AND ORGANI ZATI ONAL ASPECTS

25. The Sixth Committee, working primarily through its Wrking G oup
on the United Nations Decade of International Law and with the assistance of
the Secretariat, will be the coordinating body of the programre for the
Decade. The question of the use of an intra-sessional, inter-sessional or
exi sting body to carry out specific activities of the progranme may be
consi dered by the General Assenbly.

26. States are encouraged to establish, as necessary, national
subregi onal and regi onal commttees, which may assist in the inplenentation of
the progranme for the Decade. Non-governnmental organizations are encouraged
to pronote the purposes of the Decade within their fields of activity, as
appropri ate.

27. Vol untary contributions from Governnents, internationa
organi zati ons and ot her sources, including the private sector, would be usefu
and are strongly encouraged in order to inplenment the progranme for the
Decade. To that end, the establishment of a trust fund to be admi nistered by
the Secretary-General m ght be considered by the General Assenbly.

6 A 49/ 323, annex.

" United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 92.V.5.



