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51/ 202. | npl enentation of the outcone of the Wrld
Summit for Social Devel opnent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/ 139 of 17 Decenber 1991, 47/92 of
16 Decenber 1992, 48/ 100 of 20 Decenber 1993 and 50/ 161 of 22 Decenber 1995,

Recal ling al so resol ution 50/227 of 24 May 1996 on the restructuring and
revitalization of the United Nations in the economc, social and rel ated
fields,

Recalling further Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1991/230 of
30 May 1991, resolutions 1992/27 of 30 July 1992, 1995/60 of 28 July 1995,
1996/ 7 of 22 July 1996 and 1996/ 36 of 26 July 1996, and agreed concl usions
1995/1 of 28 July 1995 and 1996/ 1 of 26 July 1996,

1. Reaffirnms the commtnents adopted by heads of State and Gover nment
contai ned in the Copenhagen Decl arati on on Soci al Devel opnent?! and the
Programe of Action of the World Summit for Social Devel opnent? and their
pl edge to give the highest priority to national, regional and internationa
policies and actions for the promotion of social progress, justice and the
betterment of the human condition, based on full participation by all

1 A/ CONF. 166/ 9, chap. |, resolution 1, annex |
2 1bid., annex 11
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2. Recogni zes the necessity to create a framework for action to place
peopl e at the centre of devel opnent and direct econom es to neet human needs
nore effectively;

3. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the
i npl ement ati on of the outcone of the Sunmit;3

4. Enphasi zes that econoni c devel opnment, soci al devel opnent and
environnental protection are interdependent and rnutually reinforcing
conponents of sustainabl e devel opnent;

5. Stresses the need for renewed and massive political will at the
nati onal and international levels to invest in people and their well-being to
achi eve the objectives of social devel opnent;

6. Enphasi zes that denocracy, respect for all human rights and
fundanment al freedons, transparent and accountabl e governance and
adm nistration in all sectors of society, as well as effective participation
by civil society, are indispensable foundations for the realization of socia
and peopl e-centred sustai nabl e devel opnent;

7. Stresses that social developnent is clearly linked to the
devel opnent of peace, freedom stability and security, both nationally and
i nternationally;

National action and international cooperation for social devel opment

8. Stresses that social devel opnent and the inplenentation of the
Programme of Action of the Summt are primarily the responsibility of
CGovernnents, while recognizing that international cooperation and assistance
are essential for their full inplenmentation

9. Notes with satisfaction the initiatives and actions taken by
Governnments towards the inplenentation of the commtnments of the Sunmt,
including, inter alia, the launching of initiatives to eradicate poverty, the
review and reformul ati on of existing social policies and | ans based on an
i ntegrated approach to soci al devel opnent, the organization of sem nars and
conferences and the establishment of national focal points, and urges
Governnments that have not yet done so to establish appropriate nationa
fol |l ow up mechani sms;

10. Reiterates its call to Governments to define tine-bound goals and
targets for reducing overall poverty and eradi cati ng absol ute poverty,
expandi ng enpl oyment and reduci ng unenpl oynment, and enhanci ng soci a
integration, within each national context;

11. Urges national Governnents to formulate or strengthen
conpr ehensi ve cross-sectoral strategies for inplenenting the Sumrmit outcone
and national strategies for social devel opment;

12. Acknowl edges the key role of devel oping country actors and
institutions in creating and inplenenting effective progranmes to maxi m ze the
positive inpact of investments in social devel opment;

3 A/ 51/ 348.
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13. Reiterates the call of the Summt for CGovernnents to assess on a
regul ar basis national progress towards inplenmenting the outcone of the
Sunmmit, possibly in the formof periodic national reports outlining successes,
probl ems and obstacl es, and encourages Governments to submit such information
on a voluntary basis to the Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent;

14. Expresses its solidarity with people living in poverty in al
countries, and reaffirnms that the satisfaction of basic human needs is an
essential element of poverty eradication, those needs being closely
interrelated and conmprising nutrition, health, water and sanitation
education, enploynent, housing and participation in cultural and social life;

15. Reaffirns the need to strengthen, in a spirit of partnership,
i nternational, regional and subregional cooperation for social devel opment and
i npl enenting the outcome of the Sunmit;

16. Calls on all CGovernments and the United Nations system in
particul ar the rel evant funds, programmes and agencies, to pronote an active
and visible policy of mainstream ng a gender perspective and to use gender
analysis as a tool for the integration of a gender dinension into the planning
and | nmpl enentation of policies, strategies and programes on soci al
devel opnent ;

Mobilization of financial resources

17. Recogni zes that the inplenmentation of the Declaration and
Programe of Action will require the nobilization of financial resources at
the national and international |evels, as set out in conmtnents 8 and 9 of
t he Decl arati on and paragraphs 87 to 93 of the Programe of Action;

18. Invites Governments to contribute to the Trust Fund for the
Foll owup to the Wrld Summt for Social Devel opment to finance programes,
sem nars and activities in support of the inplenentation of the Declaration
and Programme of Action;

19. Recogni zes that the inplenmentation of the Declaration and
Programe of Action in devel oping countries, in particular in Africa and the
| east devel oped countries, will need additional financial resources and nore
ef fecti ve devel opnent cooperation and assi st ance;

20. Stresses the need for all countries to devel op econonic policies
to pronote and nobilize donmestic savings and attract external resources for
productive investrment, and to seek innovative sources of funding, both public
and private, for social programres, while ensuring their effective
utilization, and in the budgetary process, to ensure transparency and
accountability in the use of public resources, and to give priority to
provi di ng and i nprovi ng basic social services;

21. Wl cones the recent initiatives of the Bretton Wods institutions,
i ncluding the H ghly Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative, and the ongoi ng
process at the international |evel regarding debt relief, as appropriate, for
devel opi ng countries, and calls upon the international conmmunity, including
i nternational financial institutions, to inplement fully and effectively al
initiatives that will contribute to a durable solution of the debt problens of
devel opi ng countries, in particular African countries and the |east devel oped
countries, and thus support their efforts to achieve social devel opnent;
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22. Stresses the inportance of encouraging national initiatives for
soci al devel opnent, including, inter alia, credit for people living in
poverty, particularly wonmen, along the nodel of the G aneen Bank in Bangl adesh
in connection with self-enploynment and inconme-generation to address the
fem ni zati on of poverty, and notes with interest the mcrocredit sunmt to be
held in Washington, D.C., in February 1997;

23. Takes note of the efforts of the Wrld Bank and the Internationa
Monetary Fund to incorporate social devel opnment into their policies and
programes and urges the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the Wrld

Bank, the International Mnetary Fund and other multil ateral devel opnent
institutions, to continue to study the inpact of structural adjustnent
programes on econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent and to assi st adjusting
countries in creating conditions for economc growth, job creation, poverty
eradi cati on and soci al devel opnent;

24. Reaffirnms the urgent need for the international comunity to
strive for the fulfilment of the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of the gross
nati onal product of devel oped countries for overall official devel opnent
assi stance as soon as possible, an increase in the share of funding for socia
devel opnent programres commensurate with the scope and scale of activities
required to achieve the objectives and goals of the Copenhagen Decl aration on
Soci al Devel opment and the Programme of Action of the World Sunmt for Social
Devel opnent ;

25. Endor ses Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/48 of
26 July 1996 on new and innovative ideas for generating funds, in which,
inter alia, the Council decided that funds generated by new and i nnovative
i deas shoul d not substitute for official devel opment assistance, that they
shoul d be distinct fromfunding the regul ar budget and the peacekeepi ng budget
of the United Nations, and should be part of global partnership and
i nt erdependence and that the role of private investnment in financing
devel opnent shoul d be stressed;

26. Reaffirnms the inportance of agreeing on a nutual conm tnent
bet ween i nterested devel oped and devel opi ng country partners to allocate, on
average, 20 per cent of official devel opnment assistance and 20 per cent of the
nati onal budget, respectively, to basic social programres, and takes note with
appreci ation of the outcone of the neeting held at Gslo from23 to
25 April 1996, which reaffirmed that pronmoting access for all to basic socia
services was essential for sustainabl e devel opnent and should be an integra
part of any strategy to overcome poverty;

27. Recogni zes the necessity of providing appropriate technica
cooperation and other forns of assistance to the countries with economes in
transition, as set out in the provisions of the Declaration and Progranme of
Acti on;

I nvol venent of civil society and other actors

28. Reaffirnms the need for effective partnership and cooperation
bet ween Governments and the rel evant actors of civil society, the socia

4 See A/ 51/140, annex.
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partners, the major groups as defined in Agenda 21,° incl uding

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and the private sector, in the inplenmentation
of and followup to the Declaration and Programe of Action, and for ensuring
their involvenment in the planning, elaboration, inplenmentation and eval uation
of social policies at the national |evel;

29. Encour ages non-governnental organizations to participate in the
wor k of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opment, in accordance w th Econom ¢ and
Soci al Council resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996 and deci sion 1996/ 315 of
14 Novenber 1996, and in the inplenentation process related to the Summt to
t he maxi mum ext ent possi bl e;

The role of the United Nations system

30. Takes note of Econom c and Social Council resolution 1996/7, by
which it decided that the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnment, as a functiona
conmmi ssion of the Council, shall have the primary responsibility for the

followup to and review of the inplementation of the Sutmit and decided to
enl arge the nenbership of the Comm ssion fromthirty-two to forty-six and to
annual i ze its neetings;

31. Takes note also of the decision of the Council on a new structure
of the agenda and multi-year programe of work of the Commi ssion for the years
1997-2000, with "Followup to the Wrld Sunmt for Social Devel opnent™ as its
substantive item incorporating also the review of relevant United Nations
pl ans and programres of action pertaining to the situation of social groups;

32. Takes note further of the decision of the Council on the revised
met hod of work of the Commi ssion, including the formation of panels of
experts;

33. Invites Governments to support the work of the Conm ssion
i ncludi ng through the participation of high-level representatives on socia
devel opnent issues and poli cies;

34. Reaffirnms that the Council wll provide overall guidance and
oversee systemw de coordination in the inplenmentation of the Summt outcome
and nake recommendations in this regard;

35. Wl cones Economi ¢ and Soci al Council agreed conclusions 1996/ 1 on
coordi nation of the United Nations systemactivities for poverty eradication
and calls for their inplenentation by all organizations of the United Nations
system

36. Wl cones Econom ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1996/36, in which
it decided to continue to ensure, on a regul ar basis, the harnonization and
coordi nation of the nulti-year work programmes of relevant functiona

5 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,

Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/ CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol. 1 and Vol. I/Corr. 1,
Vol. Il, Vol. Ill and Vol. 111/Corr.1)) (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. |I: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference,

resolution 1, annex |1
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conmi ssions by promoting a clear division of |abour anong them and provi di ng
cl ear policy guidance to them

37. Renews its call to all relevant organs, organi zati ons and bodies
of the United Nations systemto be involved in the followup to the Sunm t,
and invites specialized agencies and rel ated organi zati ons of the United
Nati ons systemto strengthen and adjust their activities, programes and
medi umterm strategi es, as appropriate, to take into account the followup to
the Sunm t;

38. Invites the Adm nistrator of the United Nations Devel oprent
Programme to continue, as a contribution, inter alia, to the United Nations
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, the effort launched in 1996 with the
Poverty Strategies Initiative, in order to strengthen assistance in the
el aborati on of national plans, programmes and strategies to eradi cate poverty
i n devel oping countries, particularly African countries and the |east
devel oped countries, and calls upon all countries to contribute to the
Initiative,;

39. Wl cones the initiative taken by the Admi nistrative Committee on
Coordi nation to establish inter-agency task forces on followup to
i nternational conferences, and enphasi zes the inportance of continued and
enhanced cooperation and coordi nation by all relevant organs, organizations
and programes of the United Nations system and the specialized agencies in
the inplenentati on of the programmes of action that emerged fromthe Summt
and other recent United Nations conferences;

40. Requests the Adm nistrative Commttee on Coordination to report to
t he Econonmic and Social Council on the outcone of the work of those task
forces and on future inter-agency coordination on the inplenentation by the
United Nations systemof the outcone of the Summt;

41. Takes note of the initiatives taken by the regional conm ssions in
the inpl enentati on of the outcome of the Sunmt, and urges their continued
i nvol venent and support in the pronotion of the inplenentation of the
objectives of the Sunmt at the regional and subregional |evels;

42. Renews its invitation to the regional comm ssions, within their
mandat es and in cooperation with the regi onal intergovernnmental organizations
and banks, to convene on a biennial basis, a neeting at a high political |eve
to review the progress made towards inplenenting the outconme of the Sunmit, to
exchange views on their respective experiences and to adopt appropriate
measures, and wel comes the offer by the Government of Brazil to host such a
meeting at Sao Paulo in 1997, and wel cones the invitation extended by the
Government of Austria to host a regional followup neeting to the Sunmt at
Vi enna at the begi nning of 1998;

43. Reiterates its invitation to the International Labour
Organi zati on, which because of its mandate, tripartite structure and
expertise, has a special role to play in the field of enploynent and soci al
devel opnent, to continue to contribute to the inplenmentation of the Programe
of Action and to the consideration by the Conm ssion on Soci al Devel opnent of
the theme "Productive enpl oynment and sustainable livelihoods"” in 1997;

44. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure an
effectively functioning secretariat, within which clear responsibility is
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assigned to assist in the inplenentation of the followup to the Summt and
the servicing of the intergovernnental bodies involved, and to continue to
ensure cl ose cooperation at the secretariat |evel between all the United
Nations entities involved in the Summt foll ow up

Speci al session of the General Assenbly in the year 2000 for an overal
review and appraisal of the inplenentation of the outcone of the Summ t

45, Recalls its resolution 50/161, in which it decided to hold a
speci al session in the year 2000 for an overall review and appraisal of the
i npl enentati on of the outcome of the Sunmt and to consider further actions
and initiatives;

46. Deci des to organi ze the preparatory process of the special session
on the foll ow ng basis:

(a) The Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent, as the functiona
conmi ssion of the Economic and Social Council with the primary responsibility
for followup to the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opment, and for review of
the inpl enentati on of the Copenhagen Decl arati on and Progranme of Action, wll
undertake work in 1999-2000 for the preparations of the special session, in
accordance with its programre of work as set out in Econom c and Soci al
Counci| resolution 1996/ 7,

(b) A preparatory conmittee of the whole of the General Assenbly is to
be established at its fifty-second session; the commttee will hold an
organi zati onal session in 1998; it will initiate its substantive activities in
1999 on the basis of inputs by the Conm ssion for Social Devel opment and the
Econom ¢ and Social Council; and it will also take into account contributions
by ot her rel evant organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations
system

47. Reaffirns that the followup to the Sutmit will be undertaken on
the basis of an integrated approach to social devel opment and within the
framework of a coordinated followup to and inplenentation of the results of
the major international conferences in the econom c, social and rel ated
fields;

48. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report on the inplenmentation of
the outcone of the Summt to its fifty-second session

49. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Inplenentation of the outcone of the Wirld Sunmi t
for Social Devel opnment” and to consider the inplications for a nore coherent
treatment of related itens on its agenda

88t h plenary neeting

17 Decenber 1996



