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The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recal | i ng paragraph 15 of its resolution 47/188 of 22 Decenber 1992
relating to a special voluntary fund to assist devel oping countries affected
by desertification and drought, in particular the | east devel oped countries,
to participate fully and effectively in the negotiation process of the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmttee for the El aboration of an
I nternational Convention to Conmbat Desertification in those Countries
Experienci ng Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa,

Recal ling al so paragraph 13 of its resolution 47/188 and paragraph 8 of
resol uti on 50/112 of 20 Decenber 1995 relating to the possibility of using the
Trust Fund to support the participation of representatives of non-governnental
organi zations in the work of the Committee,

Recal ling further paragraph 13 (b) of its resolution 51/180 of
16 Decenber 1996 concerning the maintenance of arrangenents relating to
ext rabudget ary funds,

Noting with pleasure the entry into force on 26 Decenber 1996 of the
United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in those Countries
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa,!?
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1. Decides that the head of the interimsecretariat, under the
authority of the Secretary-Ceneral, shall have the p033|b|l|ty of using the
Speci al Voluntary Fund, as approprlate, to assist devel oping countries
af fected by desertification and drought, in particular the | east devel oped
countries, to participate fully and effectively in the first session of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention

2. Decides also that the head of the interimsecretariat, under the
authority of the Secretary-Ceneral, shall have the possibility of using the
Trust Fund, as appropriate, to support the participation of representatives of
non-governnental organi zations in the work of the first session of the
Conference of the Parties.
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