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53/85. Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe

The General Assembly,

Recalling the framework for cooperation and coordination between the United Nations and the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe1 signed on 26 May 1993, as well as its resolutions
on cooperation between the two organizations,

Recalling alsothe declaration at the 1992 Helsinki Summit by the heads of State or Government of
the participating States of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe of their understanding
that the Conference is a regional arrangement in the sense of Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United
Nations and as such provides an important link between European and global security,2

Acknowledgingthe increasing contribution of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
to the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security in its region through activities
in early warning and preventive diplomacy, including through the activities of the High Commissioner on
National Minorities, crisis management and post-conflict rehabilitation, as well as arms control and
disarmament,

1 See A/48/185, annex II.
2 See A/47/361–S/24370, annex; seeOfficial Records of the Security Council, Forty-seventh Year,
Supplement for July, August and September 1992, document S/24370.
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Recallingthe special ties between the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the
Mediterranean Partners for Cooperation, which have been further enhanced this year,

Underlining the continued importance of enhanced cooperation and coordination between the United
Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe,

1. Welcomesthe report of the Secretary-General;3

2. Notes with appreciationthe further improvement of cooperation and coordination between the
United Nations and its agencies and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, including
at the level of activities in the field;

3. Welcomes, in this context, the participation of high-level United Nations representatives in the
meetings of the Permanent Council of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the
participation of that organization in the third meeting of the Secretaries-General of the United Nations and
of regional organizations;

4. Notes with appreciationthe conclusion by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
and the Secretary-General of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe of a memorandum
of understanding on the enhancement of the cooperation between the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees and the secretariat of that organization, the agreement on areas for enhanced
cooperation between the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Office
for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
and the agreement on cooperation between the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and
the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights of the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe;

5. Welcomesthe invitation addressed to the United Nations and its agencies to contribute to the
discussion on a platform for cooperative security as part of the Document-Charter on European Security
being developed by the participating States of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe;

6. Encouragesfurther efforts of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe to foster
security and stability in its region through early warning, conflict prevention, crisis management and post-
conflict rehabilitation, as referred to in the Summit Declaration adopted by the heads of State or
Government of that organization in Lisbon in 1996, as well as through continued promotion of democracy,
the rule of law, human rights and fundamental freedoms;

7. Commendsthe Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe for its contribution to the
implementation of Security Council resolution 1160 (1998) of 31 March 1998, including the contribution
of the Chairman-in-Office of that organization to the reports of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations prepared pursuant to the resolution;

8. Welcomesthe early establishment by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
of the Kosovo Veri f icat ion Mission to ver i fy the implementat ion of Securi ty Counci l

3 A/53/672.
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resolution 1199 (1998) of 23 September 1998, in accordance with Security Council resolution 1203 (1998)
of 24 October 1998;

9. Welcomesthe readiness of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe to continue
to fulfil the role assigned to it in the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina,4 in cooperation with the United Nations, to which new elements have been added during
1998 in the fields of reform of the police, the judiciary and human rights;

10. Fully supportsthe continued provision by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe of advice and assistance within its field of experience to Albania, also by furnishing the overall
framework for the Group of Friends of Albania, which brings together countries and international
institutions that actively wish to support Albania in its development efforts, and by co-chairing the Group
together with the European Union at the international level;

11. Commendsthe Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe for the provision of civilian
police monitors who have assumed the responsibilities of the United Nations Police Support Group in the
Danubian region of Croatia;

12. Fully supportsthe activities of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe to
achieve a peaceful solution to the conflict in and around the Nagorny Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, and
welcomes the cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe in this regard;

13. Welcomesthe cooperation between the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and
the United Nations in the peace process in Georgia, including through the Human Rights Office in
Sukhumi;

14. Fully supportsthe efforts of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe aimed at
achieving a settlement of the problems in the eastern zone of the Republic of Moldova, and welcomes the
commitment of that organization to facilitating the implementation of the relevant decisions of the
Budapest and Lisbon Summits;

15. Requeststhe Secretary-General to continue exploring with the Chairman-in-Office and the
Secretary-General of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe possibilities for further
enhancement of cooperation, information exchange and coordination between the United Nations and the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe;

16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fourth session the item entitled
“Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe”,
and requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session a report
on cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
in implementation of the present resolution.

80th plenary meeting
7 December 1998

4 A/50/790–S/1995/999; seeOfficial Records of the Security Council, Fiftieth Year, Supplement for
October, November and December 1995, document S/1995/999.


