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54/115. International recognition of the Day of Vesak at United Nations
Headquarters and other United Nations offices

The General Assembly,

Acknowledging the hope expressed by the International Buddhist Conference, held in Sri Lanka in
November 1998, that the Day of Vesak, the Day of the Full Moon in the month of May each year, be
recognized internationally and, in particular, at United Nations Headquarters and other United Nations offices,

Recognizing that the Day of the Full Moon in the month of May each year is the day most sacred to
Buddhists, who commemorate on that day the birth of the Buddha, his attainment of enlightenment and his
passing away,

Considering that international recognition at United Nations Headquarters and other United Nations
offices would constitute acknowledgement of the contribution that Buddhism, one of the oldest religions in the
world, has made for over two and a half millennia and continues to make to the spirituality of humanity,

Resolves that, without cost to the United Nations, appropriate arrangements shall be made for
international observances of the Day of Vesak at United Nations Headquarters and other United Nations
offices, in consultation with the relevant United Nations offices and with permanent missions that also wish
to be consulted.
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