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[on the report of the Second Committee (A/61/429/Add. 1 and Corr.1)]

61/217. Special economic assistance for the Philippines

The General Assembly,

Concerned about the oil spill from the oil tanker that sank thirteen nautical
miles off the south-western coast of the Province of Guimaras in the central
Philippines on 11 August 2006, resulting in that country’s unprecedented maritime
ecological disaster,

Aware that the geographical features and location of the Philippines make it
prone to natural and man-made disasters,

Acknowledging with appreciation the timely assistance extended by the
international donor community, in particular the Governments of Australia, France,
Germany, Indonesia, Japan and the United States of America, as well as the United
Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Environment Programme, the
United Nations Children’s Fund, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations and the International Maritime Organization,

Noting the immediate response by the Government of the Philippines to this
ecological disaster, which is straining its limited resources in the needed massive
clean-up operations, and its request for international support,

1. Expresses its solidarity and support to the Government and people of the
Philippines;

2.  Invites Member States and concerned United Nations bodies, as well as
international financial institutions and development agencies, to provide additional
economic and technical assistance in the post-disaster recovery and rehabilitation
processes;

3. Invites the international community and the United Nations system and
other international organizations to increase their support for the strengthening of
the disaster risk management and disaster preparedness capacity of the Philippines;

4.  Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its
sixty-second session, as part of his consolidated report submitted under the sub-item
entitled “Special economic assistance to individual countries or regions”, on the
collaborative effort extended to the Philippines and the progress made in the relief,
rehabilitation and clean-up efforts in the affected communities.
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