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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 19 December 2011 

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/66/462/Add.3)] 

66/176. Situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic 
 
 

 The General Assembly, 

 Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, 

 Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 1  and relevant international human rights treaties, 
including the International Covenants on Human Rights,2 

 Recalling Human Rights Council resolution S-16/1 of 29 April 2011, 3  and 
recalling also Human Rights Council resolution S-17/1 of 23 August 2011,3 which 
established an independent international commission of inquiry to investigate all 
alleged violations of international human rights law since March 2011 in the Syrian 
Arab Republic, and regretting the lack of cooperation of the Syrian authorities with 
the commission of inquiry, 

 Welcoming all efforts made by the League of Arab States to address all aspects 
of the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic, and the steps undertaken by the League 
of Arab States to ensure the implementation of its Plan of Action, including those 
aimed at ending all human rights violations and all acts of violence, 

 Expressing concern about the continuing lack of commitment by the Syrian 
authorities to fully and immediately implement the Plan of Action of the League of 
Arab States of 2 November 2011, 

 Welcoming the decisions of the League of Arab States of 12 and 16 November 
2011 on the developments in respect of the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic, 

 Expressing deep concern about the ongoing human rights violations and use of 
violence by the Syrian authorities against their population, 

_______________ 
1 Resolution 217 A (III). 
2 Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
3 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 53 (A/66/53), chap. I. 
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 Reaffirming that all States Members of the United Nations should refrain in 
their international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial 
integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent 
with the purposes of the United Nations, 

 1. Strongly condemns the continued grave and systematic human rights 
violations by the Syrian authorities, such as arbitrary executions, excessive use of 
force and the persecution and killing of protesters and human rights defenders, 
arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, torture and ill-treatment of detainees, 
including children;  

 2. Calls upon the Syrian authorities to immediately put an end to all human 
rights violations, to protect their population and to fully comply with their 
obligations under international human rights law, and calls for an immediate end to 
all violence in the Syrian Arab Republic;  

 3. Also calls upon the Syrian authorities to implement the Plan of Action of 
the League of Arab States in its entirety without further delay; 

 4. Invites the Secretary-General, in accordance with his functions, to 
provide support, if requested, to the League of Arab States observer mission in the 
Syrian Arab Republic, consistent with the decisions of the League of Arab States of 
12 and 16 November 2011; 

 5. Calls upon the Syrian authorities to comply with Human Rights Council 
resolutions S-16/13 and S-17/1,3 including by cooperating fully and effectively with 
the independent international commission of inquiry. 
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