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The Security Council,

Recalling all its relevant resolutions concerning the territories of
Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja, and Western Sirmum of the Republic of Croatia (the
Regi on),

Reaffirmng its conmtnment to the independence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the Republic of Croatia, and enphasizing in this regard that the
territories of the Region are integral parts of the Republic of Croatia,

Recal ling the Basic Agreenment on the Region of Eastern Slavonia, Baranja
and Western Sirmum (S/1995/951), signed on 12 Novenber 1995 by the Governnent
of the Republic of Croatia and the local Serb comunity (the Basic Agreenent),
whi ch pronmotes the nutual confidence, safety and security of all inhabitants in
t he Regi on,

Noting the term nation of the mandate of the United Nations Transitional
Admi ni stration for Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirm um (UNTAES) on
15 January 1998, as envisaged in its resolution 1079 (1996) of 15 Novenber 1996
as well as in the Basic Agreement, and in accordance with its resolution
1120 (1997) of 14 July 1997, and expressing its deep appreciation to the
Transitional Adm nistrators for their |eadership of the efforts of the United
Nations in pronoting peace, stability, and denmocracy in the Region, and to the
civilian and mlitary personnel of UNTAES for their dedication and achi evenent
in facilitating the peaceful reintegration of the Region into the Republic of
Croati a,

Enphasi zi ng the continuing obligation, under the Basic Agreenent and
i nternational conventions, of the Government of the Republic of Croatia to all ow
al |l refugees and displ aced persons to return in safety to their homes throughout
the Republic of Croatia, and further enphasizing the urgency and inportance of
the two-way return of all displaced persons in the Republic of Croati a,
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Recalling the mandate of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) of 26 June 1997 (S/1997/522, annex) providing for a continued and
rei nforced OSCE presence in the Republic of Croatia, with a focus on the two-way
return of all refugees and di spl aced persons, the protection of their rights,
and the protection of persons belonging to national mnorities,

Wl coming the letter fromthe Foreign Mnister of the Republic of Croatia
to the Secretary-General of 6 Novenber 1997 (S/1997/913), requesting a continued
presence of United Nations civilian police nonitors after the term nation of the
UNTAES nandat e,

Wl coming also the report of the Secretary-General of 4 Decenber 1997
(S/ 1997/ 953 and Addendum 1) and the recomrendati ons contai ned therein, including
his recommendati on for the establishnent of a support group of civilian police
nonitors,

Stressing that the Croatian authorities bear the main responsibility for
t he successful conpletion of the peaceful reintegration of the Region and the
true reconciliation of the people,

1. Notes the term nation of UNTAES on 15 January 1998, and expresses its
continued full support for UNTAES as it conpletes its nandate;

2. Reiterates the continuing obligation of the Governnment of the Republic
of Croatia, under the Basic Agreenent, to respect the highest standards of human
rights and fundanmental freedons and to pronote an atnosphere of confidence anong
| ocal residents regardless of ethnic origin, as well as its continuing
obl i gations under international conventions and other agreenments in this regard,

3. Underlines that it is the Government of the Republic of Croatia and
the Croatian police and judicial authorities who bear full responsibility for
the security and safeguarding of the civil rights of all residents of the
Republic of Croatia, regardless of ethnicity;

4. Calls upon the Government of the Republic of Croatia to inplenent
fully and pronmptly all of its obligations and conmtnents, including those
reached with UNTAES, with regard to the Region

5. Stresses the need for the CGovernment of the Republic of Croatia to
pursue the economc revitalization of the Region and notes, in this respect, the
i nportance of past and future involvenment by the international community;

6. Notes with approval the recent inproved performnce of the Covernnent
of the Republic of Croatia towards fulfilling its obligations, including the
adopti on of a conprehensive programre of national reconciliation, and encourages
continued progress in this regard;

7. Reaffirnms the right of all refugees and di spl aced persons originating
fromthe Republic of Croatia to return to their homes of origin throughout the
Republic of Croatia, welcones the fact that some progress has been nmade in the
peaceful two-way return of displaced persons and the return of refugees in the
Regi on, and calls upon the CGovernment of the Republic of Croatia to renove | ega
obstacl es and ot her inpedinments to two-way returns, including through the



S/ RES/ 1145 (1997)
Page 3

resol ution of property issues, the establishnent of straightforward procedures
for returns, the adequate funding of the Joint Council and all relevant
activities of municipalities, the clarification and full inplenentation of the
Amesty Law, and ot her nmeasures, as set out in the report of the Secretary-
Gener al

8. Remi nds the local Serb community of the continued inportance of
denonstrating a constructive attitude and participating actively in the process
of reintegration and national reconciliation

9. Stresses that the achi evenent of the long-termgoals for the Region
establ i shed by the Security Council depend upon the conm tment of the Governnent
of the Republic of Croatia to the permanent reintegration of its Serb citizens
and upon the vigilant and active role of the international comunity and, in
this regard, wel cones the key role of the OSCE

10. Enphasizes the role of other international organizations and the
United Nations specialized agencies, in particular the United Nations Hi gh
Conmmi ssi oner for Refugees, in the Republic of Croatia;

11. Reiterates its previous call to all the States in the region
i ncluding the Government of the Republic of Croatia, to cooperate fully with the
International Tribunal for the Fornmer Yugoslavia, and recalls its encouragenent
by the increased cooperation of the Governnent of the Republic of Croatia with
the Tri bunal

12. Urges the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
to pursue further normalization of their relations, especially in the areas of
cross-border confidence-building neasures, demlitarization and dua
nationality;

13. Decides to establish, with effect from 16 January 1998, a support
group of 180 civilian police nmonitors, for a single period of up to nine nonths
as reconmended by the Secretary-Ceneral, to continue to nonitor the performance
of the Croatian police in the Danube region, particularly in connection with the
return of displaced persons, in accordance with the recomrendati ons contained in
par agraphs 38 and 39 of the report of the Secretary-General and in response to
t he request by the Governnent of the Republic of Croatia;

14. Decides also that the support group will assune responsibility for
t hose UNTAES personnel and United Nations-owned assets needed for its use in
fulfilnment of its nandate;

15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to keep it informed periodically and to
report as necessary on the situation, and in any case no later than
15 June 1998;

16. Renminds the Governnment of the Republic of Croatia of its
responsibility for the security and freedom of novenent of all civilian police
nmoni tors and ot her international personnel, and requests that it provide al
necessary support and assistance to the civilian police nonitors;
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17. Encourages |iaison between the support group and the OSCE with a vi ew
to facilitating a snooth transition of responsibility to that organization;

18. Decides to renmain seized of the matter



