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No. 4246. — TREATY* FOR THE LIMITATION OF NAVAL ARMAMENT.
SIGNED AT LONDON, MARCH 251H, 1936. '

Fyench and English official texts communicated by His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs in Great Brilain. The registration of this Trealy fook place [anuary s5th, 1938.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH
ReruBLICc and His MAJESTY THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN, IRELAND AND THE BRITISHE DOMINIONS
BEYOND THE SgAS, EMPEROR OF INDIA ;

Desiring to reduce the burdens and prevent the dangers inherent in competition in naval
armament ;

Desiring, in view of the forthcoming expiration of the Treaty? for the Limitation of Naval
Armament signed at Washington on the 6th February, 1922, and of the Treaty 3 for the Limitation
and Reduction of Naval Armament signed in London on the 22nd April, 1930 (save for Part IV
thereof), to make provision for the limitation of naval armament, and for the exchange of
information concerning naval construction ;

Have resolved to conclude a Treaty for these purposes and have appointed as their
Plenipotentiaries :

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA @

The Honourable Norman H. Davis;
Admiral William H. StanpLEY, United States Navy, Chief of Naval Operations ;

THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC :
His Excellency Monsieur Charles CORBIN, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the French Republic at the Court of St. James ;
Vice-Admiral Georges ROBERT, Member of the Supreme Naval Council, Inspector-
General of the Naval Forces in the Mediterranean ;

His MAjeEsTY THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN, IRELAND AND THE BRITISH DOMINIONS BEYOND
THE SeaAS, EMPEROR OF INDIA :

For GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND ALL PARTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE
WHICH ARE NOT SEPARATE MEMBERS OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS :

The Right Honourable Anthony Epen, M.C., M.P., His Principal Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs ;

The Right Honourable Viscount MonserLrL, G.B.E., First Lord of His Admiralty ;

Lieutenant-Colonel the Earl Stranmore, K.G., D.S.0., M.C., D.L., Parliamentary
Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ;

! Ratifications deposited in London :
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . . . . . . . . . . . July 2nd, 1936.
FRANCE . . . . . « v v v v v v v v v e o June 24th, 1937.
UNiTED KINGDOM . . . . . & « « v v v v v o v
CANADA . . . . . .« v i v e e e e e e e e e
AUSTRALIA . . . .+« & v o v v o e v e e e e e July 2gth, 1937.
NEW ZEALAND . . . . . . v v v s e e o u e e
INDIA . . . o L s e e e

Came into force July 29th, 1937.
2 Vol. XXV, page zo1, of this Series.

3 Vol. CXTII, page 65 ; and Vol. CXVII, page 331, of this Series.
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For THE DOMINION OF CANADA :
The Honourable Vincent Massey, High Commissioner for the Dominion of Canada
in London ;
For THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA :
The Right Honourable Stanley Melbourne Bruck, C.H., M.C., High Commissioner for
the Commonwealth of Australia in London ;
For THE DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND :

The Honourable Sir Christopher James Parr, G.C.M.G., High Commissioner for the
Dominion of New Zealand in London ;

For INDIA :

Richard Austen BUTLER, Esquire, M.P., Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for
India ;

Who, having communicated to one another their full powers, found in good and due form,
have agreed as follows : :

PART 1.

DEFINITIONS.

Avrticle 1.

For the purposes of the present Treaty, the following expressions are tg be understood
in the sense hereinafter defined.

A. — Standard Displacement.

(x) The standard displacement of a surface vessel is the displacement of the vessel,
complete, fully manned, engined, and equipped ready for sea, including all armament and
ammunition, equipment, outfit, provisions and fresh water for crew, miscellaneous stores and

implements of every description that are intended to be carried in war, but without fuel or
reserve feed water on board.

(2z) The standard displacement of a submarine is the surface displacement of the vessel
complete (exclusive of the water in non-watertight structure), fully manned, engined and
equipped ready for sea, including all armament and ammunition, equipment, outfit, provisions
for crew, miscellaneous stores and implements of every description that are intended to be

(t:)arrigd in war, but without fuel, lubricating oil, fresh water or ballast water of any kind on
oard.

(3) The word ““ ton *’ except in the expression “ metric tons =’ denotes the ton of 2,240 lb.
(x,016 kilos). '
B. — Categories.

(1) Capital Ships are surface vessels of war belonging to one of the two following sub-
categories :

(a) Surface vessels of war, other than aircraft-carriers, auxiliary vessels, or
capital ships of sub-category (%), the standard displacement of which exceeds 10,000 tons
(10,160 metric tons) or which carry a gun with a calibre exceeding 8 in. (203 mm.) ;
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(b) Surface vessels of war, other than aircraft-carriers, the standard displacement
of which does not exceed 8,000 tons (8,128 metric tons) and which carry a gun with
a calibre exceeding 8 in. (203 mm.).

(2) Aircraft-Carriers are surface vessels of war, whatever their displacement, designed or
adapted primarily for the purpose of carry'inf and operating aircraft at sea. The fitting of a
landing-on or flying-off deck on any vessel of war, provided such vessel has not been designed
or adapted primari%y for the purpose of carrying and operating aircraft at sea, shall not cause
any vessel so fitted to be classified in the category of aircraft-carriers.

The category of aircraft-carriers is divided into two sub-categories as follows :

(a) Vessels fitted with a flight deck, from which aircraft can take off, or on
which ‘aircraft can land from the air;
(b) Vessels not fitted with a flight deck as described in (a) above.

.(3) Light Surface Vessels are surface vessels of war other than aircraft-carriers, minor
war vessels or auxiliary vessels, the standard displacement of which exceeds 100 tons (10z metric
tons) and does not exceed 10,000 tons (10,160 metric tons), and which do not carry a gun with
a calibre exceeding 8 in. (203 mm.).

The category of light surface vessels is divided into three sub-categories as follows :

(a) Vessels which carry a gun with a calibre exceeding 6.r in. (155 mm.) ;
(b) Vessels which do not carry a gun with a calibre exceeding 6.x in. (155 mm.)
and the standard displacement of which exceeds 3,000 tons (3,048 metric tons);

{¢) Vessels which do not carry a gun with a calibre exceeding 6.1 in. (155 mm.)
and the standard displacement of which does not exceed 3,000 tons (3,048 metric tomns).

(4) Submarines are all vessels designed to operate below the surface of the sea.

_ (5) Minor War Vessels are surface vessels of war, other than auxiliary vessels, the standard
displacement of which exceeds 100 tons (10z metric tons) and does not exceed 2,000 tons
(2,032 metric tons), provided they have none of the following characteristics :

(a) Mount a gun with a calibre exceeding 6.1 in. (155 mm.);
(b) Are designed or fitted to launch torpedoes ;
(¢) Are designed for a speed greater than twenty knots.

(6) Auxiliary Vessels are naval surface vessels the standard displacement of which exceeds
100 tons (T0z metric tons), which are normally employed on fleet duties or as troop transports,
or in some other way than as fighting ships, and which are not specifically built as fighting
ships, provided they have none of the following characteristics :

(a) Mount a gun with a calibre exceeding 6.I in. (155 mm.);
(b) Mount more than eight guns with a calibre exceeding 3 in. (76 mm.) ;

(¢) Are designed or fitted to launch torpedoes ;

(d) Are designed for protection by armour plate ;

(e¢) Are designed for a speed greater than twenty-eight knots ;

(f) Are designed or adapted primarily for operating aircraft at sea ;

(g) Mount more than two aircraft-launching apparatus.

(97) Swmall Craft are naval surface vessels the standard displacement of which does not
exceed 100 tons (102 metric tons).

No. 4246
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C. — Over Age.

Vessels of the following categories and sub-categories shall be deemed to be * over-age
when the undermentioned number of years have elapsed since completion :

(a) Capital ships . . . . . . .. ... ... .... 26 years.
(b) Aircraft-carriers . . . . . .. . ... ... ... 20 years.
(¢) Light surface vessels, sub-categories (a) and (b):
(i) If laid down before 1st January, xg20. . . . . 16 years.
(if) If laid down after 3xst December, 191g . . . . 20 years.
(@) Light surface vessels, sub-category (¢) . . . . . . 16 years.
(e) Submarines . . . . . . . . ... ... ... I3 years.
D. — Monih.

The word “ month ’* in the present Treaty with reference to a period of time denotes the month
of thirty days.

PART 1L

LiMITATION.

Avrticle 2.

After the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty, no vessel exceeding the limitations
as to displacement or armament prescribed, by this Part of the present Treaty shall be acquired by
any High Contracting Party or constructed by, for or within the jurisdiction of any High Contracting
Party.

Article 3.

No vessel which at the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty carries guns with a
calibre exceeding the limits prescribed by this Part of the present Treaty shall, if reconstructed or
modernised, be rearmed with guns of a greater calibre than those previously carried by her.

Article 4.
(x) No capital ship shall exceed 35,000 tons (35,560 metric tons) standard displacement.

(2) No capital ship shall carry a gun with a calibre exceeding 14 in. (356 mm.) ; provided
however that if any of the Parties to the Treaty for the Limitation of Naval Armament signed at
Washington on the 6th February, 1922, should fail to enter into an agreement to conform to this
provision prior to the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty, but in any case not later
Ehan the )Ist April, 1937, the maximum calibre of gun carried by capital ships shall be 16 in.
406 mm.).

(3) No capital ship of sub-category (a), the standard displacement of which is less than
17,500 tons (17,780 metric tons), shall be laid down or acquired prior to the 1st January, 1943.

(4) No cagital ship, the main armament of which consists of guns of less than ro in.
(254 mm.) calibre, shall be laid down or acquired prior to the 1st January, 1943.
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Avrticle 5.

(x) No aircraft-carrier shall exceed 23,000 tons (23,368 metric tons) standard displacement
or carry a gun with a calibre exceeding 6.1 in. (155 mm.).

(2) If the armament of any aircraft-carrier includes guns exceeding 5.25 in. (134 mm.)
in calibre, the total number of guns carried which exceed that calibre shall not be more than ten.

Article 6.

(1) No light surface vessel of sub-category (b) exceeding 8,000 tons (8,128 metric tons)
standard, displacement, and no light surface vessel of sub-category (@) shall be laid down or
acquired prior to the 1st January, 1943.

(2) Notwithstanding the Erovisions of paragraph (1) above, if the requirements of the
national security of any High Contracting Party are, in His opinion, materially affected by the
actual or authorised amount of construction by any Power of light surface vessels of sub-category (),
or of light surface vessels not conforming to the restrictions of paragraph (x) above, such High
Contracting Party shall, upon notifying the other High Contracting Parties of His intentions
and the reasons therefor, have the right to lay down or acquire light surface vessels of sub-
categories (@) and (b) of any standard displacement up to 10,000 tons (10,160 metric tons)
subject to the observance of the provisions of Part III of the present Treaty. Each of the
other High Contracting Parties shall thereupon be entitled to exercise the same right.

(3) It is understood that the provisions of paragraph (1) above constitute no undertaking
expressed or implied to continue the restrictions therein prescribed after the year 1g42.

Article 7.

No submarine shall exceed 2,000 tons (2,032 metric tons) standard displacement or carry
a gun exceeding 5.1 in. (130 mm.) in calibre.

Article 8.

Every vessel shall be rated at its standard displacement, as defined in Article 1A of the
present Treaty.

Article 9.

No preparations shall be made in merchant ships in time of peace for the installation of
warlike armaments for the purpose of converting such ships into vessels of war, other than

the negessary stiffening of decks for the mounting of guns not exceeding 6.1 in. (155 mm.)
in calibre.

Avrticle 10.

Vessels which were laid down before the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty,
the standard displacement or armament of which exceeds the limitations or restrictions prescribed
in this Part of the present Treaty for their category or sub-category, or vessels which before
that date were converted to target use exclusively or retained exclusively for experimental
or training purposes under the provisions of previous treaties, shall retain the category or
designation which applied to them before the said date.
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PART IIL

ADVANCE NOTIFICATION AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION.

Article 11.

(1) Each of the High Contracting Parties shall communicate every year to each of the
other High Contracting Parties information, as hereinafter provided, regarding His annual
programme for the construction and acquisition of all vessels of the categories and sub-categories
mentioned in Article 12 (a), whether or not the vessels concerned are constructed within
His own jurisdiction, and periodical information giving details of such vessels and of any
alterations to vessels of the said categories or sub-categories already completed.

(2) For the purposes of this and the succeeding Parts of the present Treaty, information
shall be deemed to have reached a High Contracting Party on the date upon which such information
is communicated to His Diplomatic Representatives accredited to the High Contracting Party
by whom the information is given.

(3) This information shall be treated as confidential until published by the High Contracting
Party supplying it.

Article 12.

The information to be furnished under the preceding Article in respect of vessels constructed
by or for a High Contracting Party shall be given as follows ; and so as to reach all the other
High Contracting Parties within the periods or at the times mentioned :

(a) Within the first four months of each calendar year, the Annual Programme
of construction of all vessels of the following categories and sub-categories, stating
the number of vessels of each category or sub-catergoy and, for each vessel, the calibre of
of the largest gun. The categories and sub-categories in question are :

Capital Ships :
sub-category (a)
sub-category ('b)

Aircraft-Carriers :
sub-category («)
sub-category (b)

Light Surface Vessels :
sub-category (a)
sub-category (b)
sub-category (c)

Submarines.

(b) Not less than four months before the date of the laying of the keel, the
following particulars in respect of each such vessel :

Name or designation ;

Category and sub-category ;

Standard displacement in tons and metric tons ;

Length at waterline at standard displacement ;

Extreme beam at or below waterline at standard displacement ;

Mean draught at standard displacement ;
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Designed horse-power ;

Designed speed ;

Type of machinery ;

Type of fuel ;

Number and calibre of all guns of 3 in. (76 mm.) calibre and above ;

Approximate number of guns of less than 3 in. (76 mm.) calibre ;
Number of torpedo tubes ;

Whether designed to lay mines ;

Approximate number of aircraft for which provision is to be made.

(c) As soon as possible after the laying-down of the keel of each such vessel,
the date on which it was laid.

(d) Within one month after the date of completion of each such vessel, the
date of completion together with all the particulars specified in paragraph (%) above
relating to the vessel on completion.

(e) Annually during the month of January, in respect of vessels belonging to
the categories and sub-categories mentioned in paragraph (a) above:

(i) Information as to any important alterations which it may have proved
necessary to make during the preceding year in vessels under construction, in so
far as these alterations affect the particulars mentioned in paragraph (b) above.

(i) Information as to any important alterations made during the preceding
year in vessels previously completed, in so far as these alterations affect the
particulars mentioned in paragraph (b) above.

(iii) Information concerning vessels which may have been scrapped or
otherwise disposed of during the preceding year. If such vessels are not scrapped,
sufficient information shall be given to enable their new status and condition
to be determined.

(f) Not less than four months before undertaking such alterations as would
cause a completed vessel to come within one of the categories or sub-categories
mentjoned in paragraph (a) above, or such alterations as would cause a vessel to
change from one to another of the said categories or sub-categories : information
as to her intended characteristics as specified in paragraph (b) above.

Article 13.

No vessel coming within the categories or sub-categories mentioned in Article 12 (a)
shall be laid down by any High Contracting Party until after the expiration of a period of
four months both from the date on which the Annual Programme in which the vessel is mcluded,
and from the date on which the particulars in respect of that vessel prescribed by Article 12 (b),
have reached all the other High Contracting Parties.

Article 14.

If a High Contracting Party intends to acquire a completed or partially completed vessel
coming within the categories or sub-categories mentioned in Article 12 (a), that vessel shall
be declared at the same time and in the same manner as the vessels included in the Annual
Programme prescribed in the said Article. No such vessel shall be acquired until after the
expiration of a period of four months from the date on which such declaration has reached all
the other High Contracting Parties. The particulars mentioned in Article 12 (b), together
with the date on which the keel was laid, shall be furnished in respect of such vessel so as to
reach all the other High Contracting Parties within one month after the date on which the
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contract for the ac%ulsition of the vessel was signed. The particulars mentioned in Article 12 (2),
(e¢) and (f) shall be given as therein prescribed.

Article 15.

At the time of communicating the Annual Programme prescribed by Article 12 (a), each
High Contracting Party shall inform all the other High Contracting Parties of all vessels included
in His previous Annual Programmes and declarations that have not yet been laid down or acquired,
but which it is the intention to lay down or acquire during the period covered by the first mentioned
Annual Programme.

Article 16.

If, before the keel of any vessel coming within the categories or sub-categories mentioned
in Article 12 (a) is laid, any important modification is made in the particulars regarding her
which have been communicated under Article 12 (b), information concerning this modification
shall be given, and the laying of the keel shall be deferred until at least four months after
this information has reached all the other High Contracting Parties.

Article 17.

No High Contracting Party shall lay down or acquire any vessel of the categories or
sub-categories mentioned in Article 12 (a), which has not previously been included in His
Annual Programme of construction or declaration of acquisition for the current year or in
any earlier Annual Programme or declaration.

Article 18.

If the construction, modernisation or reconstruction of any vessel coming within the
categories or sub-categories mentioned in Article 12 (a), which is for the order of a Power
not a party to the present Treaty, is undertaken within the jurisdiction of any High Contracting
Party, He shall promptly inform all the other High Contracting Parties of the date of the signing
of the contract and shall also give as soon as possible in respect of the vessel all the information
mentioned in Article 12 (8), (¢) and (d).

Ariicle 19.

Each High Contracting Party shall give lists of all His minor war vessels and auxiliary
vessels with their characteristics, as enumerated in Article 12 (b), and information as to the
particular service for which they are intended, so as to reach all the other High Contracting
Parties within one month after the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty ; and,
so as to reach all the other High Contracting Parties within the month of January in each
subsequent year, any amendments in the lists and changes in the information.

Article 2o.

Each of the High Contracting Parties shall communicate to each of the other High Contracting
Parties, so as to reach the latter within one month after the date of the coming into force of the
present Treaty, particulars, as mentioned in Article 12 (b), of all vessels of the categories or
sub-categories mentioned in Article 12 (a4}, which are then under construction for Him, whether
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or not such vessels are being constructed within His own jurisdiction, together with similar
particulars relating to any such vessels then under construction within His own jurisdiction
for a Power not a party to the present Treaty.

Avrticle 21.

(r) At the time of communicating His initial Annual Programme of construction and
declaration of acquisition, each High Contracting Party shall inform each of the other High
Contracting Parties of any vessels of the categories or sub-categories mentioned in Article 12 (a),
which have been previously authorised and which it is the intention to lay down or acquire
during the period covered by the said Programme. :

(2) Nothing in this Part of the present Treaty shall prevent any High Contracting Party
from laying down or acquiring, at any time dyring the four months following the date of the
coming into force of the Treaty, any vessel included, or to be included, in His initial Annual
Programme of construction or declaration of acquisition, or previously authorised, provided
that the information prescribed by Article 12 (3) concerning each vessel shall be communicated
so as to reach all the other High Contracting Parties within one month after the date of the
coming into force of the present Treaty.

(3) If the present Treaty should not come into force before the xst May, 1937, the initia *
Annual Programme of construction and declaration of acquisition, to be communicated unde
Articles 12 (a) and 14 shall reach all the other High Contracting Parties within one month
after the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty.

PART V.

GENERAL AND SAFEGUARDING CLAUSES.

Article 22.

No High Contracting Party shall, by gift, sale or any mode of transfer, dispose of any of
His surface vessels of war or submarines in such a manner that such vessel may become a
surface vessel of war or a submarine in any foreign navy. This provision shall not apply to
auxiliary vessels,

Article 23.
(r) Nothing in the present Treaty shall prejudice the right of any High Contracting
Part% in the event of loss or accidental destruction of a wvessel, before the vessel in question
has be

come over-age, to replace such vessel by a vessel of the same category or sub-category
as soon as the particulars of the new vessel mentioned in Article 12 () shall have reached all
the other High Contracting Parties,

(2) The provisions of the preceding paragraph shall also govern the immediate replacemant,
in such circumstances, of a light surface vessel of sub-category (b) exceeding 8,000 tons
(8,128 metric tons) standard displacement, or of a light surface vessel of:sub-category (a),
before the vessel in question has become over-age, by a light surface vessel of the sama sub-category
of any standard displacement up to 10,000 tons (10,160 metric tons).

Avrticle 24.

(x) If any High Contracting Party should become engaged in war, such High Contracting
Party may, if He considers the naval requirements of His defence are materially affected,
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suspend, in so far as He is concerned, any or all of the obligations of the present Treaty, provided
that He shall promptly notify the other High Contracting Parties that the circumstances require
such suspension, and shall specify the obligations it is considered necessary to suspend.

(2) The other High Contracting Parties shall in such case promptly consult together, and
shall examine the situation thus presented with a view to agreeing as to the obligations of the
present Treaty, if any, which each of the said High Contracting Parties may suspend. Should
such consultation not produce agreement, any of the said High Contracting Parties may suspend,
in so far as He is concerned, any or all of the obligations of the present Treaty, provided that
He shall promptly give notice to the other High Contracting Parties of the obligations which
it is considered necessary to suspend.

(3) On the cessation of hostilities, the High Contracting Parties shall consult together
with a view to fixing a date upon which the obligations of the Treaty which have been suspended
shall again become operative, and to agreeing upon any amendments in the present Treaty
which may be considered necessary.

Article 25.

(x) In the event of any vessel not in conformity with the limitations and restrictions as
to standard displacement and armament prescribed by Articles 4, 5 and 7 of the present Treat
being authorised, constructed or acquired by a Power not a party to the present Treaty, ea
High Contracting Party reserves the right to depart if, and to the extent to which, He considers
such departures necessary in order to meet the requirements of IHis national security ;

(a) During the remaining period of the Treaty, from the limitations and restrictions
of Articles 3, 4, 5, 6 (r) and 7, and
During the current year, from His Annual Programmes of construction and
declarations of acquisition.

This right shall be exercised in accordance with the following provisions :

(2) Any High Contracting Party who considers it necessary that such right should be
exercised, shall notify the other High Contracting Parties to that effect, stating precisely the
nature and extent of the proposed departures and the reasons therefor.

(3) The High Contracting Parties shall thereupon consult together and endeavour to
reach an agreement with a view to reducing to a minimum the extent of the departures which
may be made.

(4) On the expiration of a period of three months from the date of the first of any notifications
which may have been given under paragraph (z) above, each of the High Contracting Parties
shall, subject to any agreement which may have been reached to the contrary, be entitled to
depart during the remaining period of the present Treaty from the limitations and restrictions
prescribed in Articles 3, 4, 5, 6 (x) and 7 thereof.

(5) On the expiration of the period mentioned in the preceding paragraph, any High
Contracting Party shall be at liberty, subject to any agreement which may have been reached
during the consultations provided for in paragraph (3) above, and on informing all the other
High Contracting Parties, to depart from His Annual Programmes of construction and declarations
of acquisition and to alter the characteristics of any vessels building or which have already
appeared in His Programmes or declarations.

(6) In such event, no delay in the acquisition, the laying of the keel, or the altering of any
vessel shall be necessary by reason of any of the provisions of Part III of the present Treaty.
The particulars mentioned in Article 12 () shall, however, be communicated to all the other
High Contracting Parties before the keels of any vessels are laid. In the case of acquisition,
information relating to the vessel shall be given under the provisions of Article 14.
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Article 26.

(r) If the requirements of the national security of any High Contracting Party should,
in His opinion, be materially affected by any change of circumstances, other than those provided
for in Articles 6 (2), 24 and 25 of the present Treaty, such High Contracting Party shall have
the right to depart for the current year from His Annual Programmes of construction and
declarations of acquisition. The amount of construction by any Party to the Treaty, within
the limitations and restrictions thereof, shall not, however, constitute a change of circumstances
for the purposes of the present Article. The above mentioned right shall be exercised in accordance
with the following provisions :

(2) Such High Contracting Party shall, if He desires to exercise the above mentioned
right, notify all the other High Contracting Parties to that effect, stating in what respects
He proposes to depart from His Annual Programmes of construction and declarations of
acquisition, giving reasons for the proposed departure.

(3) The High Contracting Parties will thereupon consult together with a view to agreement
as to whether any departures are necessary in order to meet the situation.

{(4) On the expiration of a period of three months from the date of the first of any notifications
which may have been given under paragraph (2) above, each of the High Contracting Parties
shall, subject to any agreement which may have been reached to the contrary, be entitled to
depart from His Annual Programmes of construction and declarations of acquisition, provided

notice is promptly given to the other High Contracting Parties stating precisely in what respects
He proposes so to depart.

(5) In such event, no delay in the acquisition, the laying of the keel, or the altering of any
vessel shall be necessary by reason of any of the provisions of Part III of the present Treaty.
The particulars mentioned in Article 12 (b) shall, however, be communicated to all the other
High Contracting Parties before the keels of any vessels are laid. In the case of acquisition,
information relating to the vessels shall be given under the provisions of Article 14.

PART V.

Finar CLAUSES.

Article 27.
The present Treaty shall remain in force until the 31st December, 1942.

Avrticle 28.

(r) His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland will, during the last quarter of 1940, initiate through the diplomatic channel a consultation
between the Governments of the Parties to the present Treaty with a view to holding a conference
in order to frame a new treaty for the reduction and limitation of naval armament. This
conference shall take place in 1941 unless the preliminary consultations should have shown
that the holding of such a conference at that time would not be desirable or practicable.

(2) In the course of the consultation referred to in the preceding paragraph, views shall
be exchanged in order to determine whether, in the light of tﬁe circumstances then prevailing
and the experience gained in the interval in the design and construction of capital ships, it
may be possible to agree upon a reduction in the standard displacement or calibre of guns of
capital ships to be constructed under future annual programmes and thus, if possible, to bring
about a reduction in the cost of capital ships.
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Article 29.

None of the provisions of the present Treaty shall constitute a precedent for any future
treaty.

Article 30.

(1) The present Treaty shall be ratified by the Signatory Powers in accordance with their
respective constitutional methods, and the instruments of ratification shall be deposited as
soon as possible with His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, which will transmit
certified copies of all the procés-verbaux of the deposits of ratifications to the Governments
of the said Powers and of any country on behalf of which accession has been made in accordance
with the provisions of Article 3I.

(2) The Treaty shall come into force on the 1st January, 1937, provided that by that
date the instruments of ratification of all the said Powers shall have been deposited. If all
the above-mentioned instruments of ratification have not been deposited by the 1st January,
1937, the Treaty shall come into force so soon thereafter as these are all received.

Article 31.

(1) The present Treaty shall, at any time after this day’s date, be open to accession on
behalf of any country for which the Treaty for the Limitation and Reduction of Naval Armament
was signed in London on the 22nd April, 1830, but for which the present Treaty has not been
signed. The instrument of accession shall be deposited with His Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom, which will transmit certified copies of the procés-verbaux of the deposit to

the Governments of the Signatory Powers and of any country on behalf of which accession
has been made.

(2) Accessions, if made prior to the date of the coming into force of the Treaty, shall
take effect on . that date. If made afterwards, they shall take effect immediately.

(3) If accession should be made after the date of the coming into force of the Treaty,
the following information shall be given by the acceding Power so as to reach all the other
High Contracting Parties within one month after the date of accession :

(a) The initial Annual Programme of construction and declaration of acquisition,
as prescribed by Articles 12 (a) and 14 relating to vessels already authorised, but
not yet laid down or acquired, belonging to the categories or sub-categories mentioned
in Article 12 (a).

(b) A list of the vessels of the above-mentioned categories or sub-categories
completed or acquired after the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty,
stating particulars of such vessels as specified in Article 12 (b), together with similar
particulars relating to any such vessels which have been constructed within the
jurisdiction of the acceding Power after the date of the coming into force of the present
Treaty, for a Power not a party thereto.

(¢) Particulars, as specified in Article 12 (), of all vessels of the categories or
sub-categories above-mentioned which are then under comstruction for the acceding
Power, whether or not such vessels are being constructed within His own jurisdiction,
together with similar particulars relating to any such vessels then under construction
within His jurisdiction for a Power not a party to the present Treaty.

(d) Lists of all minor war vessels and auxiliary vessels with their characteristics
and information concerning them, as prescribed by Article 1g.

(4) Each of the High Contracting Parties shall reciprocally furnish to the Government
of any country on behalf of which accession is made after the date of the coming into force
of the present Treaty, the information specified in paragraph (3) above, so as to reach that
Government within the period therein mentioned.
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(8) Nothing in Part IIT of the present Treaty shall prevent an acceding Power from
laying down or acquiring, at any time during the four months following the date of accession,
any vessel included, or to be included, in His initial Annual Programme of construction or
declaration of acquisition, or previously authorised, provided that the information prescribed
by Article 12 (b) concerning each vessel shall be communicated so as to reach all the other
High Contracting Parties within one month after the date of accession.

Article 32.

The present Treaty, of which the French and English texts shall both be equally authentic,
shall be deposited in the Archives of His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland which will transmit certified copies thereof to the Governments
of the countries for which the Treaty for the Limitation and Reduction of Naval Armament
was signed in London on the 2znd April, 1g30.

In faith whereof the above-named Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Treaty and
have affixed thereto their seals.

Done in London the 25th day of March, nineteen hundred and thirty-six.

(L. S.) Norman H. Davis.
(L. S.) William H. STANDLEY.
(L. S.) Charles CORBIN.
(L. S.) RoserT G.

(L. S.) Anthony EDEN.
(L. S.) MoONSELL.

(L. S.) STANHOPE.

(L. S.) Vincent MASSEY.
(L. S.) S. M. Bruce.

(L. S.) C.J. Parr.

(L. S.) R. A. BUuTLER.

PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE.

At the moment of signing the Treaty bearing this day’s date, the undersigned, duly authorised
to that effect by their respective Governments, have agreed as follows :

1. If, before the coming into force of the above-mentioned Treaty, the naval
construction of any Power, or any change of circumstances, should appear likely to
render undesirable the coming into force of the Treaty in its present form, the Powers
on behalf of which the Treaty has been signed will consult as to whether it is desirable.
to modify any of its terms to meet the situation thus presented.

2. In the event of the Treaty not coming into force on the Ist January, 1937,
the above-mentioned Powers will, as a temporary measure, promptly communicate
to one another, after the laying down, acquisition, or completion of any vessels in
the categories or sub-categories mentioned in Article 12 (@) of the Treaty, the information
detailed below concerning all such vessels laid down between the 1st January, 1937,
and the date of the coming into force of the Treaty, provided, however, that this
obligation shall not continue after xst July, 1937 :

Name or designation ;
Classification of the vessel ;
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Standard displacement in tons and metric tomns ;
Principal dimensions at standard displacement, namely length at waterline and
extreme beam at or below waterline ;

Mean draught at standard displacement ;
Calibre of the largest gun.

3. The present Protocol, of which the French and English texts shall both be
equally authentic, shall come into force on this day’s date. It shall be deposited in
the archives of His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland which will transmit certified copies thereof to the Governments
of the countries for which the Treaty for the Limitation and Reduction of Naval
Armament was signed in London on the 22nd April, 1g930.

In faith whereof the above-named Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Protocol and
have affixed thereto their seals.

Done in London the 25th day of March, nineteen hundred and thirty-six.

(L. S.) Norman H. Davis.
(L. S.) William H. STANDLEY.
(L. S.) Charles CORBIN.
(L. S.) RoBerT G.

(L. S.) Anthony EDEN.
(L. S.) MoNSELL.

(L. S.) STANHOPE.

(L. S.) Vincent MASSEY.
(L. S.) S. M. Bruck.

(L. S.) C. J. Pagrr.

(L. S.) R. A. BUTLER.

ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL.

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries express the hope that the system of Advance Notification
and Exchange of Information will be continued by international agreement after the expiration
of the Treaty bearing this day’s date, and that it may be possible in any future Treaty to
achieve some further measure of reduction in naval armament.

Done in London the 25th day of March, nineteen hundred and thirty-six.

Norman H. DAvis.
Williamm H. STANDLEY.
Charles CORBIN.
ROBERT G.
Anthony EDEN.
MonNsELL.
STANHOPE.
Vincent MAssgy.
S. M. Bruce.

C. J. PARr.

R. A. BUTLER.
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